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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


TO THE 78th INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 
OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

Adyar^ December 26^ 1953 

By N. SRI RAM 

Sisters and Brothers. Life in all its aspects, the problem of 


I bid you all a heart'felt welcome to 
Adyar, and wish you a happy time 
during the days and nights you are 
here. Adyar is not only the adminis* 
trative headquarters of our w'orld-wide 
Society, but also its spiritual heart and 
centre. To Adyar are turned the eager 
and friendly thoughts of many, many 
Theosophists ail over the world, and 
from Adyar there goes out an influence 
—call it a stream of blessing—by 
which the world at large is helped, at 
least in some insensible measure. We 
have been led to think so; for there is 
surely a peace and a beauty here which 
all can feel and to which very many 
have given quite spontaneous testi* 
mony. While this peace and beauty 
is present at all times, it is especially 
evident at such times as our inter* 
national Conventions. 

Each Convention is to very many 
of those who attend it a landmark in 
their lives, and it is certainly also a 
landmark in the history of the Society. 
It is an occasion to '* look before and 
after,” not to ” pine for what Is not,” 
but rather to discover what may be the 
meaning and significance of those 
things which are, with which we are 
immediately and practically concerned: 


our humanity. Truth, Happiness and 
whatever else we may consider to be 
involved in the operations of Nature 
and our free will. 

Our purpose at these Conventions is 
not purely formal, although there is a 
form for everything that is and every¬ 
thing that is brought into being, which 
has to have its due attention. If our 
aim as Theosophists—a word which 
should have no mere verbal connota¬ 
tion—is to set a standard in every¬ 
thing, that aim roust be reflected in 
the way we meet to confer, as much 
as in anything else. We have to leam 
to come together in such a way that 
heart speaks to heart and not only lips 
to ears. We may make plans, we may 
study statistics ; all that seems to me 
to be but incidental to the living pro¬ 
cess of a discovery, which is Theo¬ 
sophy, which because living is to be 
discovered only in ourselves. We have 
to learn not only to speak, which is to 
express ourselves in all ways, but also 
to listen to the pure note of Truth, 
which listening is with an inward 
hearing that is silent and quiet. Then 
that note will be translated in a way 
that will carry it far and touch the 
hearts of all who are capable of an 
answering resonance; then there will 
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be evoked out of them the riches of its 
multitudinous tones and overtones. 

Our purpose when we are together 
for a number of days is as much to 
retreat within ourselves as to advance 
boldly without, as much concerned 
with the way to the discovery of Truth 
or Theosophy—for Theosophy is Truth 
in its essence—as with the means of 
conveying such truth as we may have 
come to. I feel that as Theosophists 
we need to be ever humble, open, 
seeking to learn, seeking to under¬ 
stand. Where should this pure atti¬ 
tude obtain more than at our Con¬ 
ferences and Conventions where there 
is the possibility of a union of hearts, 
side by side with the meeting of free 
open minds, and an atmosphere con¬ 
ducive to a receptivity which we do 
not normally enjoy. 

When the Convention was held here 
a year ago, we had with us our then 
leader and President, Mr. C. Jinarftja- 
disa, Brother Raja as he preferred to 
be called, in whom the Society had 
a proved leader to whom it was ac¬ 
customed to turn for direction and 
guidance. His passing away on June 
18th at Wheaton, Illinois, United 
States of America, came as an unex¬ 
pected blow not only to very many 
who did not know how seriously ill he 
was, even when he was constantly 
protesting his illnesses, but also to those 
like myself, who knowing his condi¬ 
tion, had nevertheless hoped that he 
would be with us for some more years. 
To him we owe a debt of gratitude 
which cannot possibly be repaid, ex¬ 
cept by continuing to the best of our 
ability the work with which he was so 
completely identified for a period of 
over fifty years. The issue of The 
Theosophist of August last contains 
many tributes which give some idea of 
the range and variety of his interests 
and his distinctive contribution to 
Theosophy and the Theosophical work. 
Having been a constant traveller, lec¬ 
turer and writer, he had a knowledge 


of every aspect of the Society’s de¬ 
velopment almost since H.P.B.’s days, 
and of the thoughts and feelings of 
many members all over the world, 
which none of us living now can possi¬ 
bly approach. I know I am voicing 
the feelings of the whole Society when 
I say that his wisdom, the aroma of 
his influence, his activities along many 
different lines, and the memory of his 
life, rich in the help bestowed on in¬ 
numerable people in many ways, will 
continue to inspire and help the Soci¬ 
ety's w'ork for a long time to come. 

It is our duty to fill the gap left by 
each leader who passes on. How shall 
we fill it ? Outwardly by occupying 
the vacant offices; there may be as 
many lectures as before ; wc may put 
ourselves out more to gather more 
public attention. These things may 
be; they are but the outer aspect of 
the real work which determines the 
actuality of progress, namely, to bring 
into manifestation something of the 
Theosophy that is eternal in the 
heavens, that pure Wisdom wherein 
is Life and the meaning of Life in all 
its manifestations from the highest to 
the low'est, and to give to that some¬ 
thing a fitting form and expression. 
This is a task which should engage not 
only our hands and minds but the 
capacity of our entire being. 

Each of our great leaders, from our 
revered Founder H.P.B. onwards, has 
given something of his or her vision 
and understanding, and imparted to 
the Society some elements of his or 
her own distinctiveness, so that today 
the best thought of the Society and 
the way it influences us is a rich and 
comprehensive heritage. Yet this heri¬ 
tage should not be for us a mere ac¬ 
cumulation, a treasure to be carefully 
preserved in bound volumes on special 
shelves. What is most precious in the 
message of each one of them is a living 
Wisdom which in so far as it has 
filtered into the hearts of any of us 
should be living and growing in our 
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Uves. To each one of us who aspires 
to be a true Theosophist, Theosophy 
should mean a change based on his 
own understanding, which should begin 
in his heart and envelop his entire 
being. The future of the Society de¬ 
pends upon its being, which means 
our being, a channel for those forces 
which must eventually transform us 
wholly and completely, make new men 
and women out of the old humanity. 

Others who have passed on during 
the year include two well-known figures 
whose lives were devoted to the spread¬ 
ing of Theosophy, Mr. L. W. Rogers 
in the United States and Miss Corrie 
Dijkgraaf in Holland. Mr. Rogers was 
for many years a National Lecturer 
and both through his writings and 
lectures took a leading part in building 
up the Theosophical movement in the 
United States, of which he was National 
President for eleven years. Miss Dijk¬ 
graaf became a member of the Society 
as long ago as 1896, was not only 
General Secretary of the Netherlands 
Section for many years, but also Gener¬ 
al Secretary of the European Federa¬ 
tion and several World Congresses. 
In her we have lost a veteran of tested 
worth, who in every office she filled 
won the admiration of all concerned. 
Among others who have passed away 
recently in the United States is 
Mr. Thomas Pond of Baltimore, to 
whom Adyar is specially indebted for 
the organization of the Adyar Day 
collections in the United States year 
after year; another is Mr. E. W. Post, 
who having entered the Society in 
1883, while yet H.P.B. was living at 
Adyar, had a record of seventy years' 
membership, probably unmatched in 
our annals. I must add to this roll 
Mr. D. P. Kotwall of Karachi, who 
joined the Society in 1888 and remain¬ 
ed a pillar of strength to the end, and 
also Mr. C. V. Shah, for long a familiar 
figure at Adyar in charge of work in 
one Department or other. We bid a 
temporary farewell to these and other 


Brethren who have passed away, know¬ 
ing full well that though ** Death do 
us seem to part" the unbroken links 
of affection and devotion to the com¬ 
mon cause will keep us together in a 
lasting bond of unity. 

Brother Raja's seven-year term of 
office came to its end on February 17th 
this year, some four months before his 
passing. He had announced his in¬ 
tention not to stand for re-election 
because of the increasing difficulties 
with his health. The election formal¬ 
ities were conducted by Miss Helen 
Sahara, then Recording Secretary, in 
the manner laid down in Rule 10 of 
the Rules and Regulations of the 
Society, and in due course one of the 
candidates was elected. As Miss 
Zahara's Report on the election has 
been published in The Theosophist and 
various Sectional magazines with full 
details, I need not advert to it further. 

I would like to say here in a general 
way what seems to me to be very im¬ 
portant, that in a Society which is 
meant to be a channel of the Divine 
Wisdom and seeks to base itself on 
the purest Brotherhood, the whole 
ideology and atmosphere of an election 
ought to be utterly different from what 
it is in the world at large. Whether 
it is election in a committee, a Lodge, 
a Section or the whole Society, the 
only spirit that should obtain on the 
part of a Theosophist candidate should 
be that of placing himself, if he can, at 
the service of his brethren without 
asking to be preferred to someone else, 
of being at their disposal to be used in 
the work, if they want him for any 
kind of work. In a democratic organi¬ 
zation which though democratic seeks 
to regulate itself in a spirit of true 
Wisdom, office should not be a synonym 
for importance. Each one in our 
Society is supposed to be free in ail 
matters to use his judgment freely; 
this will be the case only when there 
is no influence that seeks to overbear 
his psychological freedom to exercize 
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a judgment which he might call his 
own. Unless each Lodge and Section, 
in the way it conducts itself, expresses 
the quality of the Wisdom, which is 
impersonal, free and non-self-seeking, 
it is idle to imagine that we will be 
able to change the world, through mere 
preaching. In every Lodge and Centre, 
our aim should be to make a model 
organization where there is Brother¬ 
hood, a fair order, a happy restraint 
and self-effacement. In all ways we 
should advance a condition in which 
this world, which is spiritually so 
barren, may begin, here and there, to 
blossom as the rose. 

May I here make a reference to the 
innumerable messages I have received 
on my election as President? I am 
grateful to all who have sent them for 
their affection, and I shall endeavor to 
deserve the confidence that has been 
expressed. In this connection I want 
to express the view that in our Society 
leadership, except for certain purposes 
having mainly to do with collective 
activity, should not be confined to one 
individual or a set of individuals; it 
should exist in all. 

The word “leading” may imply 
following. But surely we do not want 
anyone ultimately to follow any path 
other than the path that is within him¬ 
self. The sole loyalty that we should 
preach in our Society is loyalty to 
Truth, the Truth that is realized in 
oneself. He is the true leader who 
can be alone, unbiassed, not leaning on 
others, who can lead himself. In this 
view, which 1 believe is a true view, 
each one of us has both light and lead¬ 
ing to give in his or her own sphere, 
and it would be a wonderful Society if 
from the thousands of its meml^rs 
there can be radiated this bright in¬ 
fluence. 

Soon after 1 took charge as Presi¬ 
dent, 1 came up against an important 
question concerning particularly the 
Adyar estate. It was that of con¬ 
tinuing to accommodate the institu¬ 


tions of the Besant Centenary Trust, 
directed by Srimati Rukmini Devi, 
namely Kal&kshetra (which is an Arts 
Academy), the Besant Theosophical 
High School, and the Arundale Teach¬ 
ers' Training Centre. The institutions 
have grown year by year since they 
were started, as for instance, the Besant 
School which had 70 pupils and 12 
teachers in 1934 (see Dr. Arundale’s 
Address of 1934), and now has 417 
pupils and 25 teachers. They had 
been accommodated on the estate only 
temporarily, and their growth, activ¬ 
ities and increase in public contacts 
made it inevitable that they should 
impinge more and more upon the 
available accommodation on the estate. 
Thus it came about that Brother Raja 
had to give notice to them in March 
1948 to vacate by stages the buildings 
and grounds occupied by them. 

This was done to some extent, and 
certain premises have been vacated. 
The institutions still occupy a fairly 
extensive area in Besant Gardens and 
Damodar Gardens, including the main 
buildings therein. Permission to oc¬ 
cupy these areas expired in February 
last, but was extended by Brother Raja 
to June 1953, that being the beginning 
of the new educational year. 

I was asked by Rukmini Devi, Presi¬ 
dent, and Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, 
Treasurer, of the Besant Centenary 
Trust, for an extension of the period 
of occupancy, and they explained to 
me the actual situation, which is as 
follows: They have a site which has 
been acquired for permanently settling 
these institutions. That site comprises 
about 70 acres near Tiruvftnmiyur 
village, which is about two to three 
miles by public road from the Society’s 
estate, though less than a mile by a 
direct route, w’hich however is not yet 
a proper road. But no structures have 
been put up on this site so far, and the 
money which Rukmini Devi has for 
building is still far from sufficient 
to create the necessary accommodation 
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to take the place of the buildings and 
grounds now occupied on the Society's 
estate. The institutions cannot be 
moved to any other temporary quarters 
because, firstly, there are no suitable 
quarters in the vicinity, and, secondly, 
it would mean an increase in costs, 
which they can ill afford. 

While this is so—and while we have 
to consider the interests of these in¬ 
stitutions—certain portions of the oc¬ 
cupied area are actually needed by the 
Society for its own purposes, for in¬ 
stance, for the construction of a pro¬ 
perly designed building for the Adyar 
Librar}’ and its research section, and 
the erection of family quarters for 
resident-workers of the Society. 

In view of these needs of the Society, 
I indicated to Rukmini Devi that I 
should like to have the occupied areas 
in the easUrn portion of Besant 
Gardens—which are particularly suited 
for the Adyar Library project—to be 
made available to the S^iety. I was 
willing to give her institutions, as 
regards the other areas, reasonable 
time and such security as may be 
possible, pending their removal to their 
own site at Tiruv&nmiyur. 

I felt it important to place this 
matter of occupation of certain portions 
of the Society's estate on the basis of a 
clear and satisfactory understanding, 
so that the relations between these 
institutions on the one hand, and the 
Society on the other, may be regulated 
on that basis. 1 therefore proposed : 

To give to the Besant Centenary 
Trust for the use of its institutions a 
fifteen year lease of the areas in Damo- 
dar Gardens which they occupy at 
present, including the permanent struc' 
tures, the lease to be renewable at the 
end of that period if both parties desire 
to do so, and on terms acceptable to 
both. 

I asked the Besant Centenary Trust 
to vacate the eastern portion of the 
Besant Gardens area by June 1954, 


assuring them a reasonable time as 
regards the western portion. If the 
Trust required additional land in Damo- 
dar Gardens, I was agreeable to in¬ 
cluding such additional land on lease. 

The terms which I proposed are 
acceptable to the Besant Centenary 
Trust, and the General Council has, by 
more than the three-fourths required, 
voted its approval of these proposals. 
The formal lease is now in process of 
being executed. I am heartily glad 
that this matter of the occupation of 
some parts of the Society’s estate, by 
institutions towards which the Society 
has reason to feel extremely sym¬ 
pathetic, has been so definitely and 
satisfactorily settled. 

The year that has gone by has seen 
some changes in the principal offices 
of the Society, besides the Presidency. 
Both Miss Helen Sahara, who had 
been Recording Secretary, and Mr. 
Charles Shores, Treasurer, during the 
greater part of Brother Raja’s Pre¬ 
sidentship, decided for reasons con¬ 
nected with personal circumstances, 
to shift their activities to other centres 
of work, Helen i^ahara to ” Olcott," 
Wheaton, where she is now on the 
staff of the American Section, and 
Charles Shores to ** The Manor ” in 
Sydney, from where he continues to 
devote himself to activities which have 
claimed his life-long devotion. Their 
places at Adyar have been filled by 
Miss Emma Hunt as Recording Secre¬ 
tary, Miss Ann Kerr as Assistant Re¬ 
cording Secretary, and Mr. H. H. F. 
Moorhead as Treasurer. Mr. K. S. 
Rajagopalan continues as Assistant 
Treasurer. To those who have been 
here and labored in the past, 1 am 
sure you would want me, as I want, 
to express our thanks. The loss of 
one centre is the gain of another; so 
in the sum all is well. I am grateful 
to the three new colleagues—not by 
any means new to the work, but only 
to the offices they now hold—for thus 
consenting to assist me. 
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The Vice-President, Mr. Sidney A. 
Cook, and Mrs. Jocelyn Cook had to 
leave quite unexpectedly for the United 
States of America because of certain 
citizenship requirements, and their 
departure leaves quite a large gap at 
Adyar. But as Mr. Sidney A. Cook 
is continuing as Vice-President at my 
wish, which I am sure is shared by the 
Society as a whole, his help and counsel 
in that capacity will be available from 
wherever he may be. 

An important change which 1 should 
mention is with reference to the Adyar 
Library; and that change has been 
made with the most cordial approval 
of Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, who has 
been for so many years Director of the 
Library. Brother Raja has year after 
year dwelt upon the importance of 
the w’ork of collecting, comparing, 
transcribing, editing and publishing 
ancient works of value preserved in 
palm-leaf manuscripts, which has been 
carried on in the library ever since 
1S86. There is great scope for de¬ 
veloping this activity considerably on 
systematic lines; and when there was 
brought to us by favorable circum¬ 
stances the person who could under¬ 
take that task in the person of Mr. 
Alain Danielou, I was glad to give him 
charge of the Library. Mr. Danielou, 
before he came to Adyar, w'as Director 
of the Research Department in the 
College of Music and Fine Arts of the 
Banaras University. He has the largest 
collection of Sanskrit books and manus¬ 
cripts on music, which is now available 
for consultation in the Adyar Library. 
He has as a colleague in his work 
Mrs. Radha Burnier, who is now the 
Assistant Director of the Library. 

Mrs. D. R. Dinshaw continues to do 
the detailed editing of The Theosophist, 
which has now reverted to the old 
Lucifer design of H.P.B. on the front 
cover. The different Departmental 
Heads at Adyar, whom I need only 
name here, continue to carry on as 
before. 


Miss Katherine A. Beechey, in charge 
of the T.S. Archives; Mr. N. R. 
Subramanya Iyer, Bhojanasala; Dr. £. 
Sundaresan, Offleer-in-charge of the 
Dispensary, and his able dispenser, 
Mr. S. Krishnamurti; Mr. M. D. Subra- 
maniam. Superintendent of the Engi¬ 
neering Department; Mr. K. Neela- 
kantan, Superintendent of the Gardens, 
with his Assistant, Mr. V. R. Manickam ; 
Mr. Naranji Kevat, Superintendent of 
Furniture and Cleaning : Miss Florence 
Pulsford, Leadbeater Chambers; Mr. 
M. V. Gopalakrishnan, Laundry; 
Madame P. Cazin, Department of 
Sanitation; Mr. K. S. Krishnamurti, 
Manager of the Theosophical Publish¬ 
ing House and of Watch and Ward, 
and Mr. K. Ramanathan, Assistant 
Manager of the Publishing House ; and 
Mr. D. V. Syamala Rau, Vasanta Press, 
with his Assistant, Mr. T. G. Surya- 
narayanan. 

I thank them all sincerely for their 
work in the common cause, which in 
the case of some extends over a long 
period of years (over 28 in the case of 
one of them). 

The School of the Wisdom opened 
its session this year on October 23rd, 
with Mr. Geoffrey Hodson, from Auck¬ 
land, New Zealand, as Director of 
Studies. It was fortunate for the 
School and for Adyar that he was able 
to come here and look after this im¬ 
portant branch of our work. As he 
is coming here again for the work of 
the School in 1954-55, he will be 
placing us under further obligation. 
The School is still in its beginnings, 
but 1 hope that some day, when world 
conditions are more favorable, it will 
attract students from very many Sec¬ 
tions, w'ho will not only participate in 
the studies but also enrich Adyar with 
what they bring out of the distinctive 
backgrounds of their own countries as 
well as their special studies, and make 
Adyar an even more international cen¬ 
tre than it is today. 
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A feature of Adyar life which I hope 
will develop into something really effec¬ 
tive and beautiful is a Garden of Medi¬ 
tation, where all residents who are so 
disposed meet after the labors of the 
day at eventide, to relax, to meditate, 
to listen to carefully selected music 
and short readings calculated to take 
one’s thoughts to those things that are 
worth thinking about. This Garden, 
which was opened on November 17th, 
Foundation Day, lies between the 
Banyan Tree and Leadbeater Cham¬ 
bers, with the Gopalji Amphitheatre 
and the Adyar River on one side, and 
with a view of the sea glistening 
through the trees and beyond the river. 
I hope that some day ere long the 
little building in the Garden, which 
we now use for the evening meeting 
and which stands by the Krishnaji 
seat referred to by Brother Raja in his 
last Presidential Address, will be re¬ 
placed by an architectural piece which 
will both provide the necessary shelter 
and be inspiring to meet in. 

We need money for this and for 
various other purposes, the aforesaid 
Adyar Library building included. The 
A.6.C. Fund also can well increase 
faster than it does at present. I per¬ 
sonally am not inclined to make stirring 
appeals for money, although it is my 
duty to state the purposes to which 
members may contribute. Every dona¬ 
tion should be a free-will gift in the 
truest sense of the term, untouched by 
any other consideration than the good 
of the object which it serves. 

In this connection I should not omit 
to mention a handsome bequest by 
Mrs. K. E. Tibbits, who passed away 
during the year, to be divided equally 
for the work of the Adyar Library and 
for the Indian Section Library at 
Banaras. 

At Adyar we have formed a Welfare 
Committee to look after the needs of 
the lower wage employees, many of 
whom, because of the prevailing econo¬ 
mic distress, are definitely under¬ 


nourished and hard-up in many ways; 
this, in spite of the considerably in¬ 
creased scales of salary and the dear¬ 
ness allowance which we now pay, 
and to which reference has been made 
in previous years in connection with 
our budgets. The Committee is at 
present giving each employee receiving 
wages Mow Rs. 60/- per month, a 
simple inexpensive meal every Friday 
noon, which is just the time when they 
have usually run out of their weekly 
wages. These meals have been highly 
appreciated by the w’ork-people, and 
have been served to them regularly for 
some weeks past by the members of 
the Committee, assisted by a number 
of voluntary helpers. The cost of 
these meals has b<^n met by donations 
given for the purpose by members at 
Adyar and in Madras, and one or two 
other places in India and outside India. 
If there are others who would like to 
interest themselves in this work of the 
good Samaritan, they are of course 
welcome to do so. 

Among other needs, I should men¬ 
tion a new Fund which we have started, 
named the Raja Commemorative Fund, 
which will enable us to continue the 
life-long work of Brother Raja as a 
lecturer for Theosophy in very many 
Sections. There are, and will surely 
be in the future, tried and worthy 
lecturers capable of carrying on such 
work in their own and other Sections. 
Such lecturers, especially if, like Brother 
Raja and other leaders of the Society, 
they have the capacity to inspire by 
their life and presence as well as by 
their words, can be a binding force for 
the whole Society. It is not always 
possible for such workers to travel from 
one country to another at a distance 
without some assistance, and it is to 
provide such assistance that thU Fund 
has been created. This Fund seems 
to me to be the best possible memorial 
to Brother Raja, as it will ensure a 
continuation of the work which was so 
close to his heart. 
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The number of Lodges throughout 
the world is now 1,319; and the total 
number of members over 32.220. This 
includes in some cases last year's 
Bgures. 

In all the Sections the work of the 
Society, as indicated by the reports as 
well as in letters received by me, has 
been carried on steadily as usual. The 
Council of the European Federation 
had a very important session in July 
at Huizen, marking the Golden Jubilee 
of the Federation. The meetings were 
attended by the General Secretaries of 
13 Sections in Europe. Under the 
ever*thoughtfuI care of the General 
Secretary of the Federation, Mr. J. E. 
van Dissel, the Federation is play¬ 
ing its part not only by holding 
Congresses and providing for period¬ 
ical contacts at Council meetings 
between the representatives of all 
the European Sections but also by 
fostering co-operation between them 
in regional groups. There are now four 
such Groups: for the English-speak¬ 
ing, the French-speaking, the German¬ 
speaking and the Scandinavian areas 
respectively. Each of these is organiz¬ 
ed to hold a Summer School which 
members of all the Sections comprised 
in its area may attend ; to conduct, if 
it so wishes, a journal with their joint 
resources, and develop co-operation for 
other purposes, such as publications. 
There is, for instance, a regional Pub¬ 
lishing House in Graz for publishing 
German Theosophical works, and there 
are two journals named Adyar and 
Claris, for German-speaking and 
French-speaking members respectively; 
these besides the journals published by 
the Federation itself and the Sectional 
journals or bulletins. 

A new Section formed during the 
year, the 51st on our roll, is that of 
Venezuela. It has come into existence, 
due largely to the impetus given to the 
work there by Senorita Luz Maria 
Durand. We greet the new Section 
with hopes for a bright future. A 


change of an organizational nature, 
which I might mention here, is the 
formation of a Northern Ireland Feder¬ 
ation, in the place of the previous 
Presidential Agency. This was made 
possible by the new* Rule 3Sb of the 
Rules of the Society. The work goes 
on as before under the lead of Mr. Hugh 
Shearman, who is now the elected 
Secretary instead of Presidential Agent. 

I myself made a short tour of Aus¬ 
tralia, New Zealand and Indonesia, 
during the months of August, Septem¬ 
ber and October, and visited also, 
outside India, Colombo, Singapore and 
Rangoon. In Rangoon I presided over 
the Burmese Section Convention. Mr. 
Geoffrey Hodson made an 8 months* 
tour in the United States, before he 
left that Section in September to come 
to the School of the Wisdom. He has 
lectured in 41 cities in 22 States, 
attracting large audiences, besides at¬ 
tending and helping the Annual Con¬ 
vention and summer sessions at Olcott. 
There are reports from many South 
American Sections—Brazil, Uruguay, 
Argentina, Chile, Bolivia, Peru, Ecua¬ 
dor, Colombia—of the great help given 
to them by Senorita Luz Maria Dur¬ 
and, to whose work as a lecturer 
Brother Raja referred enthusiastically 
in his last Presidential Address. Mr. 
Harjivan Mehta from Bhavnagar visit¬ 
ed all the Lodges and Centres in East 
Africa in the course of a three-months* 
tour of that extensive region, to which 
the report of the East African Section 
refers with much gratitude. Mr. Sidney 
Ransom has kept up his regular help 
to the Scandinavian Section by another 
visit last summer and participation in 
their Summer School activities. 

There is a revival of interest in Ceylon 
where some new Lodges have been 
formed—thanks to the intensive work 
of Mr. M. Subramaniam, who went 
with me to Ceylon and was there for 
about tw'o months. Though 1 have 
mentioned the activities of these 
lecturers, there are other good workers 
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whose names appear in the Section 
reports, who have labored indefatigably 
in their own areas and whose work is 
no less important than that of brethren 
who have travelled from one Section 
to another. In India there have been 
Camps and Workers’ Conferences in 
different areas, corresponding to the 
Summer Schools in Europe and the 
United States. The General Secretary, 
Mr. Kohit Mehta, has many plans forthe 
future, among which I might mention 
the interesting idea of forming an 
Ashrama in each Federation area, where 
some senior and experienced brother 
could from time to time take up tern* 
porary residence, gathering a number 
of eager, earnest members, for a kind 
of retreat in which they could go more 
deeply than is normally possible at 
Lodge meetings into the profounder 
aspects of Theosophy. 

The Section Reports do not all 
speak in the same accents. One or 
two of them speak of a " downward " 
trend in membership, but others have 
had an increase of membership and 
think that the future is promising, and 
there is among the members in them 
a feeling of happiness in Theosophy. 
The phrase “ new era " has been sug¬ 
gested here and there. 

It seems to me that it does not 
really matter whether the numerical 
strength of the Society, of any Section 
or L^ge, goes a little up or down. It 
is not numbers which matter; nor 
popularity ; nor the estimation of peo¬ 
ple who are considered important from 
the standpoint of the world's current 
interests nor the aims determined by 
those interests. We need surely to 
understand the problems of our time 
and the world's needs in every direc¬ 
tion. But let us bear in mind the 
truth that the world is ourselves—we 


are of the world worldly for the most 
part, even though we may have other 
aspirations—and what the world plans, 
wants, and what we may be inclined to 
join in as the solution of present prob¬ 
lems, may not be what is really need¬ 
ed to bring about order, freedom, peace, 
happiness, in the world or in ourselves. 
We need a fundamental change, more 
truly a renewal of life, such as takes 
place when the seasons change, or 
when the individual life sheds its form 
and expresses Itself in a new one. Such 
a renovation depends upon depth of 
understanding, discrimination in one's 
actual life, an earnestness to discover 
not just with the instrument of intel¬ 
lect, but with the totality of one's being 
and awareness, what is beyond the 
mind, beyond its fleeting shadows. The 
purpose of the Society may be various¬ 
ly stated; it belongs to many different 
levels. It is practical, philanthropic, 
creative, idealistic, spiritual. Let us, 
in all these ways, prepare ourselves 
into channels for its pure expression. 
The quality of each and every one of 
us will determine the quality of the 
whole. As surely as day follows night, 
the daw n will break in each one's heart, 
when he has ceased to cling to the 
shadows that constitute the night, the 
falsehoods, superstitions and glamor, 
whether of our religious, political, 
social or personal lives. 

(Rise, Sisters amt Brothers) 

May Those who are the embodi¬ 
ments of Love immortal bless with 
Their continued help and guidance the 
Society founded to do Their will; and 
may we, opening ourselves to the light 
of Their guidance, be worthy to trans¬ 
mit that blessing and help to lead the 
world from Darkness into Light. 

K. Sri Rau 
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THE TREASURER’S REPORT 


The statement of accounts for the estimate and the year has closed with 
fiscal year ended 30th September, 1953 a surplus of Rs. 28,054/* as summarized 


compares favourably with the budget hereunder: 

Budget Actuals 

Rs. Rs. 

Expenditure (including Departments) ••• 4,23,975 4,71,578 

Income ... ... ... ... 3,84,455 4,42,273 

Deficit ... ... ... ... 39.520 29,305 

Less Donations receiv^ (after allocations to 

funds and accounts) ... ... ... 57,359 

Surplus to Capital Account ... 28,054 


This satisfactory result has been The Adyar Day Collections include 
possible due to general donations and a small balance carried forward from 
bequests amounting to Rs. 48,360/*and 1952 and Rs. 20,784/* contributed 

Adyar Day Collections of Rs. 26,127/-. by the U. S. Adyar Day Committee. 
Certain b^uests w'ere a welcome and The President has made the follow- 
necessary addition to reinforce the ing allocations from the Adyar Day 
Society’s working capital. Fund: 




Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Olcott Harijan Free Schools 

• • • 

... 1,000 

0 

0 

Adyar Library 

• • • 

... 2,000 

0 

0 

Welfare Fund 

• • • 

... 2,000 

0 

0 

Faithful Service Fund 

• « • 

... 10,000 

0 

0 

President's Discretionary Fund 

• •• 

... 1,000 

0 

0 

Besant Theosophical School 

a • • 

... 1.000 

0 

0 

Sum made available to the T. S. 

• a • 

... 9,000 

0 

0 



26,000 

0 

0 

Retained for future allocation 

aaa 

127 

14 

6 



26,127 

14 

6 


Adyar Besant Commemorative Fund, were received during the year bringing 
—At the b^inning of the year this the total to Rs. 7,57,428/*. Gratitude 
fund amounted to Rs. 6,88,977/-. is expresssed to the many who have 
Contributions totalling Rs. 64,451/* given donations towards this fund, but 
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members are reminded that the total 
has been set at Rs. 20,00,000 (20 lakhs, 
U. S. $421040/-, ;fl50520/-), the 

attainment of which target at the 
present rate will take at least twenty 
years. Continued support is therefore 
essential through donations and be¬ 
quests by will. 

Faithful Service Fund .—At the 
beginning of the year there was a 
balance of Rs. 22,712/-in this fund, 
from which Rs. 10,548/-has been dis¬ 
bursed. An allocation of Rs. 10,000/- 
has been made from the Adyar Day 
Fund and this, together with other 
contributions received during the year, 
leaves a credit of Rs. 23,350/-. 

Investments .—During the year 
Rs. 20,000/- was invested in 4% Madras 
Loan 1964. A further Rs. 24,000/- 
in National Saving Certificates, an 
anonymous donation from an Indian 
member, has been received for the 
Adyar Besant Commemorative Fund. 
Thus the total of investments was 
increased by Rs. 44,000/- 

Fees and Dues at Rs. 35,780/- 
were received during the year and this 
amount exceeded the estimate by 
Rs. 12,780/- The increase is accounted 
for by clearance of certain remittances 
outstanding from previous years. 

Repairs and Renexcals.^h sum of 
Rs. 36,593/- was expended for repairs 
and maintenance of estate buildings, 
drainage and roads. After appropriat¬ 
ing Rs. 6,593/- from War-deferred 
Maintenance Reserve, the balance of 
Rs. 30,000/- has been charged to this 
head. 

Taxation .—The taxes paid to the 
Corporation of Madras during the year 
amounted to Rs. 12,997/- and this 
together with other charges paid, 
totalled Rs. 13,734/- 

Establishment : Salaries and Wages 
and food to em/»/py«i.— The fortnightly 
distribution of Thoor Dhall to supple¬ 


ment the diet of the lower salaried 
employees was continued throughout 
the year and resulted in an increased 
expenditure of Rs. 5,541/- 

Appropriaiions .—The normal annual 
grant of Rs. 5,000/- has been made to 
the Adyar Library. The publications 
of the Adyar Library being essentially 
of scholarly interest find a very limited 
sale. Efforts are being made to seek 
a wider range of publicity and increased 
sale of publications. It is recognized 
that by issue of such rare works a 
definite contribution is made to world 
scholarship. 

Bhojanasala .—The department’s ac¬ 
count has closed with a small deficit 
of Rs. 1601 as against an anticipated 
loss of Rs. 650/- 

Leadbeater Chambers .—There were 
exceptionally few residents during the 
year and the necessity to maintain a 
skeleton staff together with increased 
cost of foodstuffs resulted in a deficit 
of Rs. 2,774/- This deficit although 
slightly in excess of that budgetted for 
is lower thau for several years past. 

Laundry.^Th'is department shows 
a small deficit of Rs. 353/- 

Engineering Department.-^The de¬ 
partment has been able to show a 
surplus of Rs. 770/- after reserving a 
small amount towards the proposed 
replacement of the existing water tank. 
This satisfactory result follows on the 
previous year’s decision to increase 
overhead charges from 12} to 25%, 
the increase being a means of offset¬ 
ting the loss consequent on the reduc¬ 
tion of electric current rates to depart¬ 
ments. 

Garden Department .—A deficit of 
Rs. 7,739/- has been incurred as against 
a budgetted loss of Rs. 4,000/-. This 
increase is chiefly accounted for by 
improvement to the ornamental gardens. 
The deficit of Rs. 7,739/- takes no 
account of the income from the 
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casuarina plantations at Rs. 6,796/> ing provisions for Pensions and Gra- 

which is shown in the general income tuities Fund etc. 

and is not credited to the department. Sanitation.- 

Vasanta Press.^The year closed The expense of these two departments 
with a surplus of Rs. 969/* after mak- has remained within budget estimates. 

H. B. F. Moorhead, 

Hony. Treasurer. 
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THE T. S. INCOME AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT 


Budget 










Allot- 

EXPENSE 








ment 










Rs. 







Rs. 

A. 

p. 

31.000 

To EsUibli$hment~S*lAriM aod Wages (Food Distributioo Rs. 5,541>9*9) 

... 

35,221 

11 

5 

30,000 

,. Repairs and Renewals 

... ... 


...36,593 

2 

0 





Lets appropriation from War-deferred Maintenance Reserve 6,393 

2 

0 

30,000 

I 

0 

5.000 

,, Light and Water 



eee 



4,524 


0 

7,000 

,, Miscellaneous ... 



see 



1 6.03815 

2 

3,300 

Postages, Telegrams and Telephone 



eee 



4.824 

6 

3 

4,500 

,. Printing and Stationery 



eee 



4,092 

0 

0 

13,500 

,, Taxes ... ... 

•ee ••• 


See 



13,734 

6 

4 

800 

,, Publications to General Secretaries 

... 


see 



691 

8 

0 

500 

Museum and Archives ... 

... 


... 



225 

9 

9 


„ Departmental Beaulta : 










Expense 

Income 


Net 







Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. 

P. 

R8. 

A. 

P. 




4,000 

Garden ... 39,571 9 9 

31,832 7 

6 

— 7,739 

2 

3 




14,450 

Watch and Ward 12,720 9 9 



-12,720 

9 

9 




3,500 

Sanitation ... 4,089 1 9 

1,404 4 

6 

- 2,684 

13 

3 




3.500 

Dispensary ... 4,058 3 6 

808 13 

6 

- 3,249 

6 

0 




1,250 

Lead beater Cham- 










bers ... 12,926 8 8 

10,151 12 

3 

- 2,774 

12 

5 





Laundry ,., 6,209 2 9 

5,855 8 

0 

- 353 

10 

9 




650 

Bbojanasala ... 9,677 3 0 

9,516 6 

0 

— 160 

13 

0 





Engineering Depart- 










meet ... 1,14,128 3 3 

1,14,899 3 

0 

4- 770 

15 

9 





Vasanta Press ... 1,38,973 15 5 

1.39.943 6 

0 

+ 969 

6 

7 





3,42,354 9 10 

3,14,411 12 

9 

-27,942 

13 

1 

27,942 

13 

1 








1,28,196 

1 

0 


,. Appropriations: 









5,000 

To Adyar Library 

see see 


5,000 

0 

0 




6,500 

,, The School of the Wisdom 

• a. 


6,500 

0 

0 










— 

11,500 

0 

0 

17,500 

,, Depreciation: 










On Immovable Property (3 2% 

... 


12.471 

0 

0 





,, Mo>’able Property ... 

see eee 


4,695 

4 

0 





„ '* Gulistan " (§ 2% ... 



305 

6 

9 









— 

— 

17,471 

10 

9 


,, Exce« of Income over Expense carried to Capital a/c 

see 



28,053 

13 

8 








1,85,221 

9 

3 


Adyak 


For The Tbeotophic&l Society. 
H. B. F. MOORHEAD. 


Z4th Dtttmbtr 195S 


Hony. Trtaturtr. 
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THE REPORT OF THE THBOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


BALANCE SHEET OF THE THEOSOPHICAL 


Rs. A. r. 


CAPITAL AND LIABILITIES 

Capital 

Balance at Oct. 1,1932 
L«s$ Adjrar Litumry (see below) 


Add Excess of locome over Expense 


Adyar Libnu 7 (see separate Account) 

Other Departments: 

Bbotanasala 

EDgineeriag Department ... 
Garden Department... 

Laundry .•* •— 

Lead beater Chambers 
Vasanu Press 


Funds (see notes below) 

Of the Society Interest Bearing: 
Adyar Library Endowment Fund (a) 
Adyar Library Building Fond (fr) 
Adyar Besaot CommeroMative 
Fund (c) 

Miscellaneous Funds (a) 

do. do. id) 


President's Travelling Fund 
Pensions A Gratuities Fund 

Of Others Interest Bearing: 

Sri Panda Baijnath Pro^ganda 
Endowment Pond ... 

Miscellaneous 
Non*Interest Bearing 


Sundry Deposits ... ... ... . 

Sundry Cr^itors ... ... ... 

Adyar Library: 

Miscellaneous Funds ... ... ... 

Sundry Creditors 
Gratuitiea‘Reserve 

Reserves t 

War-deferred Maintenance Reserve 
Electru^ Line ... ... 

Meter and Water Line Renewal ... ... 

Supplemental Welfare ... 

Vasanta Press Contingencies Reserve 
Type and Machinery ... m. 

Adyar Day Unallocated ... ... 

Water Tank ... ... 

Special Purposes Fnnd ... ... 

Note.—(«) Capital and Intereet available for specific 
purpoeei. 

(6) Interest available for general purposes. 
ic) Interest only available for general purposes, 
(d) Interest only available for specific purposes. 


2,681 

11 

6 

83,404 

10 

6 

42.111 

6 

9 

1.686 

4 

0 

2.644 

14 

0 

38.667 

14 

8 

1.73.196 

13 

3 

63.882 

9 

6 

1.23.420 

13 

9 

7.37,428 

14 

8 

62.872 

3 

8 

13.333 

6 

0 

10.23,138 

3 

7 

19.733 

15 

a 

11,303 

6 

3 

33.831 

14 

3 

41,297 

11 

6 

41,324 

11 

2 



Rs. A.If. 


9.35.940 2 3 



11.70431 13 ; 0 
68.914 1|10 
9.113 7 5 


28.803 911 


Adyar 

i4iH December 29M 


74.844, r 9 


23.08.469 12 2 


For Tbe Tbeosophical Society, 
H. B. F. MOORHEAD, 

Hony, Trtasunrt 
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SOCIETY, ADYAR, AS ON 30th SEPTEMBER 1953 
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THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 

FEES AND DUES RECEIVED DURING THE YEAR 
ENDED 30th SEPTEMBER. 1953 


Canadian Federation T.S. 
Non-Sectionalized Lodges, etc. 






Rs. 

A. 

P. 

U. S. A. 

$1957.50 

1953 

... 

9.205 

0 

9 

England 

/245-1-4 

1953 

... 

3,246 

11 

11 

India 


1951-52 

• • • 

1,303 

8 

0 

Australia 

A/’5517.7 

1952 

• • • 

591 

4 

8 

New Zealand 

1952 

• » • 

658 

2 

3 

Norway 

^7.10-5 

1952 


99 

9 

3 

Wales 

;^1M4 4 

1952 

see 

155 

10 

9 

Colombia 

1951-52 

eee 

324 

14 

0 

Canada 


1953 

• ee 

535 

13 

0 

Scotland 

/13-0-0 
$60.00 

1952 

• • e 

172 

11 

8 

Mexico 

1952 


281 

0 

0 

Sweden 



#•* 

394 

15 

0 

N. Irelend 

£^■2-7 



41 

5 

7 

Cuba 

$69.72 

1952-53 

• •• 

328 

13 

6 

Finland 


1952-53 

» • • 

326 

0 

0 

Holland 



• •• 

2,172 

11 

0 

France 


1945-52 

eee 

7,530 

4 

0 

Costa Rica 

$21.00 

1953 


97 

2 

0 

Greece 

^15-15-0 


• •• 

208 

12 

7 

Portugal 

^13120 

1951-52 

• •• 

180 

15 

0 

Ireland 

Z2-10-6 



33 

5 

6 

Chile 

$108.55 


• •• 

509 

14 

0 

Br. E. Arica 


eee 

139 

8 

0 

Puerto Rico 

Z4-4-3 


e • e 

55 

13 

0 

Belgium 

Z231811 



317 

4 

6 

Yugoslavia 

$129.50 


• •• 

612 

3 

0 

Austria 



• • • 

389 

10 

7 

Burma 




100 

0 

0 

Switzerland 




1,010 

8 

6 


Z20-8-4 

1952-53 

• •e 

270 

3 

3 





4,486 

7 

7 



Total 


35,780 

2 

10 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE PRESIDENT'S 
TRAVELLING FUND 

Received for the Year Ended 30th September, 1953 


Two Members of Portugal 
The T.S. in England fi50-0-0 
The T.S. in Scotland £7.yS 
The T.S. in New Zealand i^l00*0>0 
Mr. S. H. Vaswani, Adyar 


Rs. A. P. 
474 0 0 
660 14 10 
94 13 3 
1,328 10 6 
1 0 0 


2,559 6 7 
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FAITHFUL SERVICE FUND 


Statement of Account for the Year Ended 30-9*1953 


DISBURSEMENTS 
To Misi E. M. Amerjr Rt. 200/* 
Mih H. S. Kemp & Rt. 60*/- 
MiM* G. Waikin <9 Rt. 218/- 

.. Mr*C. V. Shah 3 Rt. 85/* p m. 

„ Mita Hden Veale (9 Rt. 100/- 
p.m 

.. Madame P. Casio ^ Rt. 80/- 

MrTc. S. Trilokekar (9 Rt. ao?* 
p.m. ••• 

Mr. Maojeri S. Roma Ijrer (9 
Rt. 20/- p.m. 

.. Hr. A Mrs. Sidney Ransom ... 

,, Contribntioo to the Clara Codd 
Pentioo Fund ••• 

,, Money Order aod Bank Com- 
mitaioot ••• 

„ Balance carried over 


Rt. A. P. 

2,400 0 0 

720 0 0 

2.616 0 0 

1,020 0 0 

1,200 0 0 

960 0 0 

600 0 0 

240 0 0 
US IS S 

659 7 0 

17 3 0 
23.350 4 8 

33.898 13 11 


RECEIPTS 

By Opening Balance 
Donationt, etc. 

„ Rent 

„ Adyar Day Allocation 
,, Interest 


Rt. A. p. 
22.712 15 9 
628 1 11 
240 0 0 
10.000 0 0 
317 12 3 


33,898 13 11 
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THE T.S. HEADQUARTERS, ADYAR, BUDGET FOR 1953-54 



Budg§t\i 

ICtMd/S 

Budget 


Budget 1 

Actuals 

Budget 

Expense 

/or 

for 

for 

Income 

for 

for 

for 


1932-'33 

1932-'33 

1953.'54 


1932-’53 

1932-‘33 

1933-'54 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Esublisbmeo eod 




Rent 

54,000 

53.904 

54,000 

Weges and free food 

31.000 

33,222 

32,000 

Fees and Dues 

23,000 

33,780 

28.600 

Repairs and Renewals 

1 



Ctmservancy Charges ... 

1,300 

1.404 

1.300 

(Excees to War-deferred 




Garden Income 

37,000 

31,632 

33,030 

Maintenance Reser\'e) ... 




Casuarina ... 

10.000 

6,797 

10,000 

Garden Expenses . 



42.3301 

Administration Charges. 

7,130 

7,130 

7.130 

Miscellaneous . 


6,939 


Interest (Gross) ... 

32,000 

32,422 

34.000 

Light and Water 


4.323 

5.000 





Watch and Ward 

14,430 

12,720 

13.230 

Special Departments: 




Postages, Telegrams and 








Telephone . 


4,624 


Engineering Depart- 




Printing and Stationery 


4,092 


meet 

93,323 

1,14.699 

94.730 

Poblications to General 




Vasanta Press 

1 .20.000 

1.39.943 

1,23,000 

Secretaries 

800 

692 


Laundry 

6.700 

5,836 

6,000 

Sanitation Expenses 



4,800 

Donations to cover 




Taxes Acconnt ... ... 

13.500 

13,734 


deficit 

39,320 

74,339 

39,970 

Interest on Funds and 








Accounts . 


6,171 






Convention ... 

3.300 


2,000 





Contributions: 








Adyar Library . 








Dispensary . 


3,249 






President's Travelling 








Fund . 








Museum and Arcbi\‘es 


226 

500 





The School of the Wisdom.. 


6,500 

3,000 





Donations to various Funds 

1 







and Accounts . 

, 

17,000 






Bhojanasala-~de6cit 


161 

650 





Leadbeater Chambers— 

1 









2.771 

2,300 





Depreciation 


17.471 

17.500 





Special Departments: 








Engineering Department.. 

93.323 

1,14,126 

94,750 





Vasanta Pr^ 


1,38,97: 

. 1.23,000 





Laundry . 

6.70( 

6,209 

, 6.900 





Surplus M. 


28.054 

j 






4,23.973 

5.04,32< 

4.33.800 


4,23,973 

1 

5.04,326 

4,33,800 


For The Theosophlcel Society, 
H. B. F. MOORHEAD. 

Hofty. Trtatunr, 
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THE ADYAR LIBRARY 

Publications Account for the Year ended 30 - 9*1953 


Rs. A. P. 

Ra 

A-! 

p. 

Rs. A. P. 

j Rs. 1 

To Stock on band, 


1 



1 1 

MO-1952 ... 34.622 1 3j 




By Sales including sob* 


Add adjuAtment of 




scriptioas to Adyar 


\’alaatioa ... 1.066 14 11 




Libiary Bulletin ... 

1 9.125 



0 

2 

.. Stock on band ... 57,405 15 6 


,. Coet of Publicatioiu ... 

j 15.034 

15 

6 

L*g$ write down ... 24,305 1 6 

t 






33.100 





., Publication coet not 1 






covered by sales (Sub- 1 






sidy from Endowment j 

1 



1 


Fund) 

8,519 


i 50.74515 

1 • 1 

8 


50,745 


ExAmiaed and foaod correct. 
V. SOUNDARARAJAN a CO.. 
CharUnd Aecountantt. 

For The Thooeophical Society, 

H. B. F. MOORHEAD. 

Hony. Trtaturtr. 

Adyar 

24th Dectmbtr, t9i3. 
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INCOME AND EXPENSE ACCOUNT OF THE 


Budget 


Expense 



Rs. 



Rs. 





A. 

P. 

19,500 

To Salaries and Wages 



• e* 

18.492 

15 

6 

500 

„ Copying and Comparing Charges 

• e* 

•*e 

31 

1 

9 

900 

„ Repairs, Lighting and Conservancy 

see 

• •• 

1,244 

11 

6 

500 

„ Postages 

... 

• •• 

• •• 

515 

12 

9 

500 

„ Printing and Stationery 

... 

• e* 

ese 

538 

10 

3 

300 

„ Fire Insurance 

... 



276 

1 

6 

100 

„ Miscellaneous 

... 

« • • 

eee 

221 

11 

4 





• •e 

21,321 

0 

7 

6,000 

„ Subsidy to Publications 

Rs. 

A. P. 






Account 



• ee 

8,519 

9 

11 

1,500 

„ Reserve for Gratuities 

... 1,500 

0 0 





400 

„ Reserve for Depreciation 

... 373 

0 9 







1,873 

0 9 






„ Capital Expenditure : 







500 

Books and Manuscripts 

... 453 

3 3 






„ Allocations : 








Donation Box 

... 849 

7 1 


3.175 

11 

1 


33,016 5 7 
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ADYAR LIBRARY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 

30*9-53 




Income 




Budget 


Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Rs. 

By T.S. Contribution ... ^ ... 

••• 5.000 

0 

0 

5.000 

H Adyar Day Allocation ... 

... 2.000 

0 

0 

2,000 

Miscellaneous Receipts and Donations 

... 381 

3 

11 

1,000 

Donation Box 

849 

7 

1 

1,000 

„ Interest on Endowments 

5.151 

5 

6 

5.200 

n Copying Charges 

85 

6 

0 



13,467 

6 

6 


.. Deduction from Endowment Fund ... 

19,548 

15 

1 

17,500 


33.016 5 7 
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BALANCE SHEET OF THE 


Liabilities and Funds Rs. a. p. 

Endowment Fund: 


Balance as per last Balance Sheet 

... 

78,509 

2 

4 

Add Amount received during the year 

... 

4,922 

6 

3 



83,431 

8 

7 

Lest Excess of Expense over Income for 




the year 

... 

19,548 

15 

1 

Building Fund : 





Balance as per last Balance Sheet 





Capital Fund : 





Balance as per last Balance Sheet 

• •• 

1,65,110 

8 

3 

Add Purchases during the year 

... 

453 

3 

3 



1,65,563 

11 

6 

Add Adjustment of valuation 

• ee 

1,068 

14 

11 

Publications Fund : 





Balance as per last Balance Sheet 

• •• 

17,314 

11 

7 

Add Donations received during the year 

• •• 

500 

0 

0 

Gratuities Reserve : 





Balance as per last Balance Sheet 

• • • 

7,147 

7 

4 

Less Payments during the year 

••• 

2,399 

4 

3 



4,748 

3 

1 

Add Additions during the year 

... 

1,500 

0 

0 

Book Deposit : 





Balance as per last Balance Sheet 

• •• 

881 

0 

0 

Add Receipts during the year 


110 

0 

0 



991 

0 

0 

Less Refunds ... ... 


40 

0 

0 

Reserve for Purchase of books 

• •• 




Donation Box : 





As per last Balance Sheet 


1,272 

14 

11 

Add Receipts during the year 

... 

849 

7 

1 



2,122 

6 

0 

Less Expenses 

e«e 

478 

11 

0 


Sundry Creditors 


Rs. a. p. 


63,882 9 6 
1,25,420 15 9 


1,66,632 10 5 


17,814 11 7 


6,248 3 1 


951 0 0 

1,000 0 0 


1.643 11 0 
1,148 0 3 


3.84,741 13 7 


Adyar 

24th December 1953 


For The Theosopbical Society, 
H. B. F. Moorhead, 

Hony. Treaturer, 
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ADYAR LIBRARY AS ON 30-9-53 


Assets 


Rs. A. p. 


Rs. A. p. 


Manuicriptt and Books : 

Balance as per last Balance Sheet 
Purchases during the year 

Furniture: 

Original Value as r)er last Balance Sheet. 
Less Depreciation to date ... ... 

Stock of Publications on hand 
Prepaid Fire Insurance Premium 
Sundry Debtors ... ... ..i 

Cash on hand ... ... 

Cash with the T.S. ... 


1,46,862 8 7 
453 3 3 

- 1,47,315 11 10 


14,927 0 9 
2,854 6 3 


12,072 10 6 
33,100 14 0 
139 11 0 
374 9 0 
15 0 0 
1,91,723 5 3 


3,84.741 13 7 


Examined and found correct. 

V. SOUNDARARAJAN & Co., 

Chartered Accountants. 


4 
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THE ADYAR LIBRARY 

Budget Estimate—Income and Expense 
Account for 1953-*54 


1 

Actuats 

Budget 


Actual* 

Budget 

EXPENSB 

for 

for 

Incomb 

for 

for 


1992-'5a 

1953*'54 


1952-'53 

1953-54 


R*. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

ro SaUriM and Wage* 

tS.493 

19,000 

By T.S. Concribntion ... 

5,000 

5,000 

„ Copying, Comparing and Micro- 



., Adyar Day Allocation 

2.000 

2.000 

&miag Cbargea 

31 

1,500 

., Miscellaneons Receipts and 



.. Repair*, Lighting and Conser- 



DooatKMis 

381 

400 

vancy 

1.245 

2.000 

., Interest on Endowments ... 

5,151 

6,800 

„ Portages 

516 

1.000 

«, Copying and Comparing 



„ Printing and Stationery 

538 

1.000 

Charges 

85 


„ Fire Insurance 

276 

300 

Deficit 

19.568 

19,300 

,, Miscellaneoiis 

222 

300 




,, Subsidy to Publication Account. 

8.519 

5,000 




„ Gratnity Reser\’e 

1,500 

1.500 




Books, Manuscripts and Joomals. 


1,500 




„ Elepreciation 

373 

400 





32,185 

33,500 


32,185 

33.500 


ALAIN DANIELOU. 
Hony. Dirtetor, 
Adyar Library. 





REPORTS OF THE GENERAL SECRETARIES 
OF THE NATIONAL SOCIETIES, OF 
PRESIDENTIAL AGENTS AND OF 
FEDERATION SECRETARIES. 


These reports in some instances have been translated 
into English, edited or condensed in the office of the 
Recording Secretary. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


Foremost among the occurrences 
this year was the election of the Inter¬ 
national President of the Society. 
Mr. N. Sri Ram was elected and we 
joined wholeheartedly in supporting 
him and his administration. 

Mr. Jinar2jadisa, who was to have 
honored our summer sessions with his 
presence, passed away at Olcott. The 
fact that this Section and its Head¬ 
quarters became the place of his 
departure is in itself an honor and a 
blessing to the Section, and the Con¬ 
vention program included periods of 
remembrance of him with appropriate 
activities. 

During the year another of our 
foremost elder workers who for eleven 
years was our National President, 
Mr. L. \V. Rogers, departed from our 
midst. To many of us there could be 
no more fitting memorial to Mr. L. \V. 
Rogers than that of continuing the 
work which he thought most valuable, 
namely, the distribution of books 
through The Theosophical Book Gift 
Institute. The Louis W. Rogers 
Memorial Fund carries on this work. 

Memhership.-^Th^ membership re¬ 
port is very encouraging. For the first 
time in several years the total has 
advanced beyond 4,000 to 4,075. The 
number of new members, 395, is an 
increase over last year and the number 
of members who l^came inactive, 242, 
is smaller than in the past eight years. 
The number of Lodges at present 
is 149. 

It has been pointed out that the 
total figure does not indicate the im¬ 
pact of the Society’s activities in this 
country. Although only 4,000 or more 


active members are listed, to under¬ 
stand their effectiveness it must be 
remembered that there are approxi¬ 
mately 150 active Lodges in cities 
from coast to coast that are continual¬ 
ly promulgating Theosophical ideas 
and distributing literature. The volun¬ 
tary union of these Lodges, each under 
its own government, each inspired by 
Theosophical ideals, each a training 
ground for co-operative leadership, is 
basic to the Section’s strength. It is 
in the Lodges usually that members 
make the effort to search for and to 
serve truth together. Therefore the 
Lodges are the natural training places 
for Theosophical leaders and workers 
both for the present and for the future. 
Achievement of the Society's aims 
depends mainly upon the continuance 
of Lodges united through common 
activities and upon the development of 
new Lodges. The founding of new 
Lodges should continue to a factor 
in the national program in addition 
to encouraging and strengthening the 
centers already functioning. 

Spotlight .—Convinced that plans 
for Lodge building must be made, this 
administration has had as its first point 
of program since 1946 the Spotlight 
Flan—a national technique to found 
new Lodges. None of the Society's 
annual budget for field work was ever 
directed into the Spotlight activity. 
Its entire support has been by dona¬ 
tions. In the seven years of its exist¬ 
ence, thirty-two Lodges have been 
chartered out of forty-four attempts. 
As a result of this seven year pro¬ 
gram 605 new members have joined 
the Society. 
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National Lecture Activity. —The 
lecture activity during the season 
featuredtwooutstandingvisitors. First, 
Srimati Rukmini Devi, whose circle 
tour took her from Pumpkin Hollow 
to the Northwest and California, with 
a stop in Denver en route to the 
South, concluding her itinerary in the 
eastern cities. In the spring Mr. 
Geoffrey Hodson returned to the 
United States after an absence of 
twenty years. His contacts with the 
public and the members have met w ith 
enthusiastic and appreciative response. 
Mr. Hodson’s visits have included 
Lodges in Northern and Southern 
California, Texas, Gulf Coast, Florida, 
Ohio and Michigan Federations, as 
well as the Chicago area for the 
Illinois-Wisconsin Federation and the 
Lodges in Denver, Atlanta, Kansas 
City and St. Louis. Mr. Hodson return¬ 
ed to Olcott to be our honored guest 
at the summer sessions, and then con¬ 
cluded his tour of this Section visiting 
Lodges in the Northeast, Northwest, 
Vancouver and Victoria, B. C. After 
two years of travelling, lecturing and 
attending the School of the Wisdom 
at Adyar, Mr. and Mrs. E. Norman 
Pearson returned to this Section in 
January and since then have been on 
a lecturing tour. 

The National President and Mrs. 
Perkins visited Lodges in the North¬ 
east in the autumn, attending the West¬ 
ern New York Federation Convention 
at Syracuse in October. This was 
followed by a week-long attendance at 
the Non-Governmental World Organ¬ 
ization Conference at the United Na¬ 
tions Center in New York City. Lodges 
in the South were then visited, with 
attendance at the opening meeting in 
Covington, Louisiana, of the newly 
organized Gulf Coast Federation. Other 
tours into the Midwest and to Florida 
Federation followed. Mr. Seymour 
Ballard travelled to Lodges in the 
Northwest, including a trip to Van¬ 
couver. During the winter he visited 


the Texas Federation and the Gulf 
Coast and Florida Federations, and 
later the Lodges in the midwest, final¬ 
ly completing his w'ork in the Illinois- 
Wisconsin Federation. Thus our lec¬ 
turers have reached ail Lodges of the 
Section this year. 

Department of Education. —For some 
years it has been apparent that there 
existed a need for a department that 
could develop as well as circulate 
material of educational value to 
members and the public. To do so 
demands the direction of research 
studies along authentic lines and the 
organizing and publicising of use- 
able material. With the advances 
made in the integrating of Theosophy 
and modern thought in various Sec¬ 
tions of the Theosophical Society, and 
in this Section by .Mr. Fritz Kunz and 
the group of workers co-operating with 
him, an approach is indicated for our 
national planning to include these pro¬ 
ductive activities in the development 
of a Department of Education. The 
actual creation of a Department of 
Education at Headquarters occurred 
last year at the Convention. An Ad¬ 
visory Committee has been formed and 
its four objectives decided upon : To 
help Lodges to develop better pro¬ 
grams ; to prepare interested members 
to assist in research; to prepare them 
to teach; and hnally to present the 
results of research to the members. 
This task of research undoubtedly will 
be a major contribution of the Theo¬ 
sophical Society to the advance of 
knowledge in this century. 

Finance. —There has been a surplus 
over expenses. Substantial donations 
and bequests have been received. 

National Headquarters. —Several 
items of maintenance have been under¬ 
taken during the year. 

The Theosophical Press. —The Theo¬ 
sophical Press reports that gross sales 
amounting to $38,654 exceed all re¬ 
cords for the past ten years. The 
sales last year were $31,351 and the 
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year before $28,517. Mr. Geoffrey 
Hodson’s lecture tour undoubtedly has 
had an influence on sales and there 
has been more activity among the 
Lodges in the sale of b^ks. A total 
of over 6,000 packages of books were 
mailed from the Shipping Department. 
Publicity leaflets totalled 32,591 as 
compared with 25,372 last year. One 
of the activities of the Press is taking 
subscriptions for Tht Theosophist and 
these increased this year to 487. How* 
ever, this represents only about 12 per 
cent of the membership in this country 
and we should And ways in which to 
increase the circulation in this Section 
of the leading Journal of the Society. 

Discovery.—The largest number of 
Lodges since publication began sub¬ 
scribed to the leaflet Discovery last 
year. 

Department of /u/orma/ion.-—The 
activities include the handling of cor¬ 
respondence courses with new national 
members, the distribution of publicity 
leaflets, loaning of books, the distribu¬ 
tion of Discovery and To Those Who 
Mourn booklets. Fifty-two new mem¬ 
bers have joined the Society this year 
through this Department. 

National Library. —The reorganisa¬ 
tion of the National Library now has 
continued for over a year and the work 
as planned will be completed by next 
January. A direction sheet is now 
available to library users showing In 
graphic form the location of all books 
in the Library. This year 3,298 volumes 
have been circulated to 329 borrowers. 
The total number of volumes in the 
Library is approximately 11,000. 

Barthe Statue. —In 1937 Dr. Arun- 
dale outlined a plan to collect at Adyar 
a piece of art from each of the National 
Sections. Each work of art was to be 
representative of the spirit of art in 
that nation, and the spirit of the nation 
itself presented symbolically. A Com¬ 
mittee was formed in 1937 by Mr. 
Sidney A. Cook, the then National 
president, to secure such a work of art 


from this Section. Nothing suitable 
was found and Mr. James S. Perkins, 
Chairman of the Committee, created a 
drawing for a statue to be rendered in 
bronze. In 1938 Dr. Arundale ap¬ 
proved this original conception, which 
was later executed by Mr. Richmond 
Barthe of New York City, a famous 
negro sculptor. Because the statue was 
completed during World War II it 
could not be shipped to Adyar and it 
has been in the National Library of 
this Section ever since. It will now 
be sent to Adyar. 

United Nations 4c/iei7y.—The Fifth 
Conference of Non-Governmental 
World Organizations was held in Octo¬ 
ber at the United Nations Center, and 
our Section was called upon for members 
to represent the Theosophical Society 
at these Sessions in New York City. 
The flve day sessions were attended 
b) Mr. and Mrs. James S. Perkins and 
Mrs. Dora Kunz. 

Olcott Foundation.-^Bec&uie there 
has been less interest in this activity 
for several years, in spite of organized 
effort to promote it, it was decided 
that all divisions with the exception 
of the Olcott Lecture Division be dis¬ 
continued for the current year. The 
number of entries submitted to this 
division ran considerably higher than 
in the past several years. Mrs. Ruby 
Page Euwer of Portland, Oregon, re¬ 
ceived the award for her lecture entitled 
** Brothers of the Bridge **. 

Radio. —Mrs. Cecil R. Boman and 
the group in Ojai and Ventura, Cali¬ 
fornia, who have been broadcasting 
programs of Theosophy for several 
years in Santa Barbara, have now in¬ 
corporated their activity under the 
name of the Foundation for Radio 
Theosophy. Continuous weekly broad¬ 
casts have provided a number of scripts 
and tapes which are made available to 
Lodges that will arrange with local 
radio stations for their use. Eight 
Lodges are at present using this service, 
presenting 264 programs this year. 
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Regular broadcasts have continued in 
New Orleans, Louisiana, and Lead- 
beater Branch of Houston, Texas, 
recently instituted a radio series there. 

Theosophtcal Book Association for 
the Blind. —With modernization of 
their equipment to facilitate production, 
made possible through funds from the 
Mason bequest. Mrs. Roy Snyder, 
President of The Theosophical Book 
Association for the Blind, reports that 
the year 1952 has been one of great 
satisfaction. The free lending Library 
during the year circulated 609 books 
and a new library catalogue was printed 
in ink and in Braille. A special publi¬ 
cation of The Wonder Child was sent 
to the 60 blind members of the Society 
at Christmas. A new project begun 
this year is the recording of Theosoph¬ 
ical books on a Sound-Scriber machine. 
Twenty books have already been pre¬ 
pared on plastic disc records and 
loaned to members. 

The Theosophical Book Gift Insti- 
fute. —During this year the libraries 
contacted have exceeded the number 
in any other year since the organiza¬ 
tion of The Theosophical Book Gift 
Institute. Correspondingly, the num¬ 
ber of books donated has increased. 
A total of 4,303 books were donated 
to 705 libraries. Our appreciation goes 
to this faithful group, to those who 
contribute financially, and to Mr. L. W. 
Rogers whose enthusiasm has inspired 
this work through the years. 

Mothers' Research Grow/*.—Although 
this Group has had to concentrate on 
fewer projects this year because of 
rising costs, an active and successful 
year is reported. The main publication, 
America^ Birthplace of a Sew Race, 
was one of Mr. Hodson's broadcasts. 

The Theosophical Order of Service .— 
The Chief Brother of the Theosoph¬ 
ical Order of Service, Mrs. Diana Wins¬ 
low, reports that six departments were 
active this year. Contributions from 
Lodges and individuals made it possible 
for the Social Service Department to 


assist with Korean Relief, the relief of 
German refugees and the children of 
Greece, and to participate in a new 
venture, “ Seeds for Democracy,” by 
supplying suitable seeds for planting 
in the Philippines. The Animal Wel¬ 
fare Department extended its wide 
field of activity. The World Peace 
Department has done an inspiring 
amount of work. The Arts and Crafts 
Department has had a productive year. 
The Healing Department reports the 
addition of new groups during the year. 
Two new divisions were added to the 
T. O. S. this year—the Division of 
Music under the Arts and Crafts 
Department and To Those Who Mourn 
Division under Social Service. 

Young Theosophists. —Mrs. Jose¬ 
phine Sode, Youth Secretary, reports 
the continuance of the publication 
Youth and Brotherhood under the 
editorship of Mr. Harry T. McAllister, 
Jr. The second annual “Pumpkin 
Holiday ” was held in August at 
Pumpkin Hollow Farm. The Chicago 
group held a study class and served 
the Olcott Sunday tea in January, and 
the Los Angeles Young Theosophists 
held social and study meetings. 

Ohlendorf Bequest. —A prospective 
large bequest has been made to the 
National Society in the Will of Dr. 
W. C. Ohlendorf—apparently as re¬ 
ported in the public press, $225,000. 
If this bequest comes to us, it should 
be used as a signal to proceed with 
securing architectural plans for an 
auditorium. This appears to be the 
first aspect of the use of these funds. 
The second aspect has to do with our 
field work and educational develop¬ 
ments both among the Lodges and 
here at the National Headquarters. 
The third aspect is to consider what 
is our national duty to the mother 
center at Adyar. No good fortune is 
ours that is not also Adyar's good 
fortune. 

As we look forward to the beginning 
of the fourth quarter of this century, 
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we can expect that the Adept Brother* 
hood will continue with Their cyclic 
effort to enlighten modern civilixation 
with the Ancient Wisdom. This is 
the vision behind the founding of the 
Theosophical Society. And if we will 
keep faith with that vision, not only 
of serving the world through the 
Theosophical Society, but of creating 
with courage and energy a yet greater 


and more powerful receptacle for the 
additional light to come, we shall have 
wrought greatly in the service of 
humanity, we shall have kept faith with 
Them. The Theosophists of this period 
will have played their part splendidly 
in making it possible. 

James S. Perkins, 
General Secretary. 


ENGLAND 


The membership of the English 
Section has for several years been al* 
most stationary, with a slight down* 
ward trend. At present it stands at 
3,200. During the year 3 Lodges have 
been formed and 1 dissolved. Two of 
the new Lodges are in the Midland 
Federation, which will greatly strength¬ 
en the work in that area. The total 
number of Lodges is 117. 

The year has been notable for many 
outstanding events, the full significance 
of some of which has yet to be 
realized. 

In October nearly 60 of our mem¬ 
bers attended the Congress of the 
European Federation held in the 
beautiful town of Montecatini, near 
Florence. Most of these members 
travelled in a party organized from 
National Headquarters, and all were 
privileged to take part in a very fine 
gathering. Both the late President, 
Mr. C. Jinar3jadftsa, who presided, and 
Mr. Sri Ram, were present. 

During the winter and spring months 
most of the Lodges and Federations 
carried on quietly and persistently with 
their members’ meetings, public lectures 
and conferences. 44 lecture tours and 
9 weekends were arranged by the 
national Publicity Department, in 
addition to those organized locally 
by Federations and Lodges, but 
there is still a dearth of lecturers for 
touring. 


At Easter, student weekends were 
held in four of the seven Federations. 
The Southern Federation met at Oxford 
with Mr. and Mrs. Gardner and Miss 
C. G. Trew as the chief lecturers. 
The Northern Federation held their 
study weekend at Scarborough, with 
Mr. and Mrs. Slater as speakers. At 
Camberley the usual Easter camp was 
held, at which Dr. and Mrs. Bendit 
were present; and the Midland Federa¬ 
tion study w’eekend was at Malvern, 
the speakers including Mr. E. Gall, 
the General Secretary for Scotland. 

At Whitsuntide the Annual Con¬ 
vention was a specially happy and 
vital gathering. We were fortunate— 
we did not at the time realize how 
fortunate—to have Mr. Jinarajudasa as 
our guest-of-honour. This was his last 
big public engagement. Brother Raja 
was very frail, indeed he jokingly said 
that by our next Convention he would 
probably be not the “guest-of-honour” 
but the “gho8t-of-honour”, which 
proved, alas, only too true a prophecy. 
London was en fete for the approach¬ 
ing Coronation and the Besant Hall 
was full to capacity. Greetings were 
received from the President and, either 
personally or by post, from many parts 
of the world. The annual Blavatsky 
Lecture was given by Mrs. Phoebe 
Bendit entitled The Sacred Flame : A 
Study in Human and Devic Consci' 
ousnees. This and the many other 
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lectures maintained the usual high 
standard of excellence which we have 
come to expect. Members also enjoyed 
a delightful pianoforte recital by Mr. 
Eric Hope, the well known concert 
pianist. 

A week after Convention the whole 
country was swept by a wave of the 
most intense loyalty and devotion 
called out by the Coronation of the 
young Queen Elizabeth II. All mem¬ 
bers who shared in it, either by seeing 
the processions, or by radio, television, 
or cinema him, must surely have 
thrilled with the knowledge of the 
over-shadowing influence of the Occult 
Hierarchy on this great occasion. The 
country is animated by a spirit of 
high hope and dedication as we enter 
on this new Elizabethan era—a spirit 
which augurs well for the future. 

The Tekels Park Estate at Camber- 
ley, including the permanent camp, 
was well used during the summer. In 
May the Theosophical Research Centre 
held a study and discussion weekend, 
the subject being “Some Theosophical 
Fundamentals". The camp was open 
in May and June to accommodate 
visitors to the Coronation and to Con¬ 
vention. Other meetings were an 
August bank-holiday camp, a Round 
Table Camp, an International Camp 
and a Young People’s Camp. Helped by 
generous contributions from the Sec¬ 
tion, the equipment is constantly being 
improved, and the camp is proving a 
real acquisition to the work. 

In July several members attended 
the European Federation Council 
and its ancillary meetings at St. 
Michael’s Centre, Huizen, Holland. In 
August was held a most successful 
Summer School at High Leigh, Hod- 
desdon, Hertfordshire. This continued 
for a fortnight and was attended by 
about 80 members for the first week 
and 100 for the second. No less than 
13 well-known speakers contributed to 
the lectures and discussions under the 


general theme of “ The Divinity of 
Man Although a bigger attendance 
of members would have been welcome, 
this must be reckoned as an outstand¬ 
ing Summer School. 

We were happy to give hospitality 
for several weeks to the General Secre¬ 
tary of Iceland, Mr. Gretar Fells, and 
his wife. We also had a visit from 
Mr. Otto Viking, who toured for about 
a month, and Mr. U. G. Krishnamurti, 
who visited several Lodges. 

During the year the work of the 
Study and Training Committee has 
continued steadily. The whole of the 
300 copies of the study course on 
Meditation^ prepared last year, have 
been sold. It has been published in a 
slightly modified form as a booklet 
entitled Me4itation : A Practical Study 
by Adelaide Gardner. The study course 
An Introduction to Theosophy has been 
revised and re-issued, and the Com¬ 
mittee is now working on a Speakers' 
Course. The study courses in general 
continue to be purchased very freely 
by Lodges not only in England but 
also in Australia and South and West 
Africa. During the year approximately 
500 study courses have been sold. 

The Library continues to be a most 
useful adjunct to the work. About 
11,000 books per annum are issued and 
nearly 2,000 parcels sent each year. 
The year has been marked by a steady 
increase in the issue of books on Com¬ 
parative Religion. There is a small 
but steady flow of library subscribers 
into membership of the Society. 

The Theosophical Publishing House 
(London) Ltd., of which the Theo¬ 
sophical Society in England is a part 
owner, has had a profitable year of 
trading, during which it has published 
the following books: The Sacred Flame^ 
P. Bendit; This Ordered Universe, ed. 
C. G. Trcw ; Meditation, A Practical 
Study, A. Gardner; The Principles of 
Astrology, C. E. O. Carter ; Happiness 
Nov, J. Pang Way. 
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The financial position of the Section 
has been much under discussion, as for 
many years the income from subscrip* 
tions and donations has been consider¬ 
ably less than the expenditure, the 
deficit being made up from legacies. 
It has been decided, however, not to 
increase the annual subscription for the 
present, as legacies have enabled the 
Section to maintain its capital, and even 
slightly to increase it. 


Each of the seven Federations con¬ 
tinues to work well in its own area 
arranging conferences, lecture tours and 
study weekends, and indeed the whole 
country has again shown by its earnest, 
persistent and devoted work a spirit of 
real dedication to the cause of " theo- 
sophizing the world.” 

C. R. Groves, 
General Secretary. 


INDIA 


The most outstanding event of the 
year has been the election of the new 
President of the Theosophical Society 
for the ensuing seven years. We all 
greatly rejoice in the election of Mr. 
N. Sri Ram as the President of our 
great International Society. 

The Indian Section offers to our new 
President fullest co-operation in all 
that he does for the advancement of 
the cause of Theosophy and the Theo¬ 
sophical Society. 

Lecture Tours .—The President visit¬ 
ed Bombay, Bangalore, Calcutta, Bana- 
ras, Salem, Tanjore, Coimbatore and 
Trichinopoly. He presided over the 
annual sessions of the Tamil Districts 
Federation, the South Indian Theo¬ 
sophical Conference and the North 
Indian Conference. 

Mrs. Bhagirathi Sri Ram accom¬ 
panied the President on the tour in 
the Tamil area. She addressed public 
meetings at various places. 

Mrs. Rukmini Devi Arundale intro¬ 
duced in the Indian Parliament a Bill 
for the Protection of Animal life, and 
made lecture tours in connection with 
this work. 

The General Secretary and Mis. 
Mehta, Mr. Sidney Cook, Mr. M.Subra- 


maniam, Mr. J. B. Coats, Miss Hilda 
Yarrow, Mr. D. M. Vaswani, Mr. Har- 
jivan Mehta, Mr. van de Poll and Mr. 
C. V. Shah made extensive tours in 
India, British East Africa and Ceylon. 

Membership .—We began the year 
with a total membership of 6,632. 
During the year 622 members joined 
the Theosophical Society in India and 
271 dormant members were revived. 
As against this 49 members resigned, 
56 members died, 4 members were 
transferred to other Sections, and 911 
members have been dropped due to 
non-payment of dues, leaving a total 
of 6,505 members on 30th September 
1953. There has thus been a decrease 
of 127 members. 

A new Federation, Madras City, was 
inaugurated. 

Lodges and Centres .—We began the 
year with 377 Lodges and 48 Centres 
affiliated to the Indian Section. During 
the year 12 new Lodges and 4 new 
Centres were formed and 12 dormant 
Lodges were revived. Seven Lodges 
and six Centres were declared as dis¬ 
solved during the year. Thus we have 
closed the year with 394 Lodges and 
46 Centres, a total of 440 units in 
the Indian Section. 
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STATEMENT SHOWING TOTAL NUMBER OP MEMBERS 

(IN Good Standing) on 1st October 1953 


FedentioD 

Total No. of 
members on 
MO-92 
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of Col. 
Nos. 2. 
3ft4 

Deduct ^ 
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•a.-' 
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11 
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194 


3 
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4 

3 
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17 

24 
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16 
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44 
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20 

23 
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46 
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1 
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1 
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14 
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Gnjarat 


731 
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11 
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76 
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2 
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94 

96 
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4 
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17 

62 
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2 

1 

38 

43 
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... 
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■ 
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The Five Year Plan.—The work 
under this Plan has steadily progressed 
during this year. 

In addition to circulars to workers, 
a Workers’ Conference was held at 
Banaras. A Training Course for workers 
has been prepared. A Regional Camp 
was held at Adyar and io several Fede* 


rations. Brotherhood Week was cele* 
brated by about 150 Lodges. 

Pudlicafions.^lt is proposed to Im* 
prove and enlarge the /mfian Theo* 
aophiet, 

A number of pamphlets will soon be 
on sale at a low cost. The work on 
Hindi publications was continued* 
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The Indian Book Shop does useful 
work for the spreading of Theosophical 
books in the North. 

Theoiophical As/iramjs.—There is 
need to be established a number of 
Ashramas where intensive study and 
training can be carried on. 

I trust our members and workers 
will take up this proposal most enthu* 
siastically for the sake of the Theo¬ 
sophical Movement in India. 

The Indian Section Library. —I am 
very happy to announce that the late 
Mrs. K. £. Tibbits of England has be¬ 
queathed half of her Estate, about 
£9,000, to the Indian Section Library, 
Banaras—the other half having been 
bequeathed to the Adyar Library. 
Mrs. Tibbits was a member of the 
Kashi Tattva Subha Lodge, Banaras, 
and we are very grateful to her for this 
handsome legacy. This will enable us 
to develop the Section Library as also 
to establish under its auspices Theo¬ 
sophical Research work along several 
lines. 

The Educational Work. —At the 
Section Headquarters the educational 
work is going on as usual. This con¬ 
sists of (a) The Besant Theosophical 
School, (6) The Vasant Vihar Hos¬ 
tel, and (c) the occasional bulletin 
Teacher. 

As per the decision of the Indian 
Section Council, taken in 1949 and 
1950, efforts have now been hnalired 
for the registration of a Trust to 
be called the Besant Education Fel¬ 
lowship which will take over the 
management of the Besant Theosoph¬ 
ical ^hool with effect from the new 
academic year. 

Section Headquarters.^Mr. G. R. 
Venkatram was once again appointed 


as Treasurer of the Indian Section by 
the Executive Committee. 

Money is needed for repair of build¬ 
ings and roads. 

Finance. —Higher dues, voluntary 
contributions or regular donations are 
needed to develop our work. 

Conclusion. —With the new Presi¬ 
dent of the Theosophical Society a 
new era of work opens out before 
us. For this work the objective con¬ 
ditions are indeed most propitious. 
More and more people are today turn¬ 
ing to things spiritual. At such a time 
our work is stupendous. We must 
meet the requirements of the people 
and this can be done only if we adopt 
newer methods of presentation and 
work suited to the mental and emo¬ 
tional make up of the people. Our 
first work, therefore, is to consolidate 
our movement so that the labourers 
may be united in their endeavour. 
Secondly, we must understand the 
needs of the time in which we live. 
And thirdly, we must equip ourselves 
in order to meet the special needs of 
the people whom we desire to serve. 
The work is indeed great, but together 
we can show forth the necessary great¬ 
ness to meet the extraordinary situation 
in which we find ourselves. If each one 
of us develops a sense of responsibility 
to the Movement as a whole, there is 
no reason why we cannot take the 
Theosophical Society to greater heights 
and thus pave the way for the receiving 
of a New Impulse of Theosophy as 
we draw closer to the completion of 
the first Century of the Theosophical 
Society. 

ROHIT Mehta, 
General Secretary. 
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AUSTRALIA 


The highlight of 1953 was the visit 
of the International President, Mr. N. 
Sri Ram. This was his second visit 
to Australia. The President flew from 
Colombo by BOAC touching Sydney 
on August 7 for one day only and then 
spent four weeks in New Zealand. He 
returned to Sydney on September 9 
and visited the six major Lodges of 
the Commonwealth, travelling 3,490 
miles from east to west. He left Perth 
on October 17 for India via Indonesia 
and Burma. He is everywhere highly 
regarded for his learned and reasonable 
expositions and for his impressive and 
friendly demeanour. 

The President supplemented his 
public addresses with broadcast talks 
and press and newsreel interviews in 
every city. 

Australia was also favoured with a 
three>weeks visit by Mr. jinarftjad&sa 
earlier in 1953, synchronizing with the 
Easter Convention in Melbourne. This 
was a private visit and there were no 
public addresses. From The Manor, 
S>’dney, he sent a forward-looking 
message to Convention urging Thco- 
sophists to spread the principles of the 
True, the Good, and the Beautiful, to 
refine all the tastes of the Australian 
people, and to sound the keynote of 
right citizenship and all aspects of 
a high and noble life. 

Menibership : The register shows a 
slight increase for the year ended 30 
September 1953, in fact the increase 
has been continuous for six years. The 
total increase for 1947-1953 has been 
228. The healthy state of the mem¬ 
bership is due to the vigorous work of 
the L^ges and of visiting international 
lecturers amidst a rapidly growing 
population. Because of the great dis¬ 
tances between Lodges it has been 


found cxp>edient to make the utmost 
use of overseas lecturers. In the main, 
visiting lecturers work to a seven or 
eight weeks programme in Sydney and 
Melbourne (both Lodges numl^ring 
300), four weeks in other places on the 
mainland, and two weeks in Tasmania. 

The keynote of Convention was: 
How to spread Theosophy more effect¬ 
ively in Australia. Some pertinent 
points were raised for propaganda. 

Financially the Section is in a good 
position as regards investments and 
current account. A deficit of nearly 
£ 300 in the budget due to increased 
costs has been covered by the Austra¬ 
lian Section Fund, a voluntary alter¬ 
native to a levy in dues or guaranteed 
donations. 

Among overseas visitors was Mr. J. J. 
van Ginkel. Mr. and Mrs. H. B. F. 
Moorhead returned to Adyar, the 
former to take office as International 
Treasurer. There are at least three 
Australian-born workers at Adyar and 
another Australian has recently joined 
the School of the Wisdom. 

Though not officially a Theosophical 
activity the Ritual of the .Mystic Star 
is performed every month in Sydney— 
it is a very effective dramatization of 
the unity of all religions. 

There is a movement to establish 
drawing-room meetings in suburbs, 
especially in Sydney, due in some 
measure to interest aroused by our 
radio propaganda. It is estimated that 
our 15-minute broadcast (every Sunday 
at 9.30 p.m.) reaches up to 250,000 
people in the metropolitan area alone, 
besides a large following outside. 

J. L. Uavidge, 

Otneral Secretary, 
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SWEDEN 


Membership —In spite of 36 new 
members the membership has decreased 
from 434 to 422. The main reason is 
that we have not reported lapsings for 
some years. 

We have 20 Lodges, 4 in Stockholm 
which are very active, 4 in Goteborg, 
Maimo, Orebro and Sellefted, which 
work fairly well, and finally in small 
places 12 more Lodges which have 
been more or less dormant for some 
years. The relatively long distance 
between different parts of the country* 
makes it difficult and expensive for us 
to send lecturers to visit and support 
weak Lodges and to start new centres, 
especially as during the last yeai^ we 
have struggled against increasing eco¬ 
nomic difficulties. For many years 
we have not been able to send a lec¬ 
turer to the few Theosophists in the 
region of the Arctic Circle. This year 
we have succeeded in sending a few 
lecturers to different important places. 
We had even a new and much appre¬ 
ciated visit by Mr. S. Ransom, from 
England, who lectured in four towns. 

Lodge Work —The character of the 
Theosophical activities is different in 
every Lodge; together they may re¬ 
present a balance between the heart, 
the head and the hand. But there are 
too few members who nowadays study 
the depth of The Secret Doctrine and 
too few who have a real capacity to 
compare Science and Theosophy ; also 
too few members who give public 
lectures about how Theosophy can 
illumine the problems which are just 
now discussed by the man in the street. 
Seldom do we meet with so much 
acknowledgment or gratitude as after 
the public lecture in which we dis¬ 
cuss^ ** The sexual facts of the 
report of Mr. Kinsey ” from a Theo¬ 
sophical point of view. The audience 
proved to us that the world needs such 
light. 


But most of all I find in this Sec¬ 
tion a need for meditation. The spirit¬ 
ual life must be the root of all our 
work; meditation therefore became the 
theme for our very successful Summer 
School. The Norwegian and Finnish 
General Secretaries visited this Sum¬ 
mer School and lectured, which was 
much appreciated. All but one of the 
lectures was given in the Swedish 
language. Even with regard to the 
number of those attending and the pro¬ 
fit of the Treasurer, this Summer 
School was a positive sensation. 

The renovations of our Headquarters 
in Stockholm and of the fiat of the 
Lodge in Goteborg are almost com¬ 
pleted. 

The Young Theosophists are not 
very active here as a special organiza¬ 
tion. Most young people are needed and 
absorbed in the work of the Lodges. 
Only one Lodge has a special Youth- 
Group, where the members are 10 to 
18 years old and have their own meet¬ 
ings. The Round Table is working 
as usual. The Ritual of the Mystic 
Star is regularly on the program of 
the Lodge. 

Seven members visited the Congress 
at Montecatini in Italy. Mr. ErikCron- 
vali visited Adyar and returned with 
a valuable colour-film. We were re¬ 
presented at the European Council 
Meeting in Holland and at the Danish 
Summer School and Annual Meeting. 
The Scandinavian Regional Committee 
had a meeting in Holland with Mr. 
van Dissel and discussed specially the 
Scandinavian Summer School in 1954. 
We are now planning that Summer 
School in co-operation with the other 
Scandinavian countries and with great 
optimism and expectation. 

Elis Wikstrdm, 
General Secretary. 
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NEW ZEALAND 


We have been greatly honoured this 
year by a visit from our President, 
Mr. N. Sri Ram, who arrived on August 
8th for a month’s tour of the Lodges. 
A very heavy program was carried 
out with great success. In addition 
to visiting Lodges in the four main 
cities of Auckland, Wellington, Christ¬ 
church and Dunedin, the President, 
when motoring south, stayed one night 
each at Hamilton and Palmerston 
North Lodges to enable members from 
other Lodges not too far distant to 
come and meet him. The visit to New 
Zealand had been eagerly awaited and 
the President was everywhere very 
warmly welcomed by the members, 
many of whom had met him in 1946 
when he presided at the Golden Jubilee 
Convention of the Section. On this 
visit he came as President and gave 
much inspiration. He revealed the 
uniqueness of the Society's work and 
message, and emphasised the part to 
be played by each member. 

The passing of Brother Raja. —The 
news of the passing of our revered 
leader, Mr. C. Jinar&jad&sa, on 18th 
June at the American Headquarters, 
was received by our members with 
great regret. Gatherings were held in 
the Lodges to honour his passing and 
many fine tributes were paid. He was 
a consecrated messenger, a great lover 
of humanity, and in his passing all 
felt that the Society had lost one of 
the noblest and the greatest of its 
workers. We would like to record 
here our gratitude and everlasting 
homage to our beloved Brother with 
whom we rejoice in the inexpressible 
happiness of his freedom. 

Presidential Election. —Mr. N. Sri 
Ram was our nominated candidate for 
the office of President. Following the 
procedure as laid down by the Soci¬ 
ety’s Regulations we took up the vote 
in New Zealand which resulted as 
follows! 


Number eligible to vote ... 854 

Number of votes received ... 607 

Number for; 

1. Mr. N. Sri Ram ... 479 

2. Shrimati Rukmini Devi. 127 

Invalid ... 1 

Changes in Section Officers. —At 
the 56th Annual Convention, held in 
Christchurch in December, 1952, Miss 
J. G. Montgomery retired from the 
office of Assistant General Secretary 
after twelve years of unequalled service. 
The excellence of her work was widely 
recognised. She set a high standard 
in the office and won a deep respect 
throughout New Zealand for her integ¬ 
rity of character and her devotion to 
the Society’s interests. Our new As¬ 
sistant General Secretary is Miss C. E. 
Gregory, who is a retired teacher. 
Miss Gregory has a keen sense of res¬ 
ponsibility and is already proving her 
efficiency in the office. 

A further change is in the office of 
General Secretary, a position which it 
has been my privilege to fill for a period 
of 14 years. The President has honour¬ 
ed our Section by inviting me to take 
up the work of Recording Secretary at 
our Headquarters at Adyar and I retire 
as General Secretary in New Zealand 
on October 1st, 1953. The Executive 
Committee of the Section has appoint¬ 
ed Mr. W. E. B. Dunningham to be 
General Secretary from that date until 
the Convention in December. Mr. Dun¬ 
ningham paid a short visit to Adyar in 
1951 and visited the English and 
American Headquarters in 1952. He 
is a good lecturer and organiser and 
with his wife—who will edit Theosophy 
in Nev Zealand —is deeply interested 
in the work of the Theosophical 
Society. 

Membership. —The membership on 
30th September, 1953, stands at 
921, as against 933 in 1952—a loss 
of 12. 
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International Funds. —^72*4*6 was 
donated this year for the Adyar Day 
Fund; ;C23-0-0 for the Adyar Besant 
Commemorative Fund; and £100 to the 
President’s Travelling Fund. The new 
Raja Commemorative Fund is meeting 
with a good response. 

Mr. Geoffrey Hodson. —Mr. Hodson, 
after his return from Australia in 
August 1952, lectured regularly in Auck* 
land until he left for the United States 
in January, 1953. He has accepted 
the President’s invitation to Adyar to 
be Director of The School of the Wis¬ 
dom 1953-54, and returns to New 
Zealand for a short visit before flying 
to India in October. 

Publicity. —Public lectures and the 
use of literature are the main avenues 
for publicity. Two thousand copies of 
a propaganda leaflet were published 
for free distribution at public lectures 
during the visit of the President, Mr. 
N. Sri Ram. 

Mr. H. H. Banks as National Lec¬ 
turer has made extended lecture tours 
and given much help. Mr. J.J. van 
Ginkel came over from Australia as 
a free-lance and lectured in most of 
our Lodges. Mr. W. E. B. Dunning- 
ham made short visits and lectured in 
the main cities. 

Lodge Jubilees. —Dunedin Lodge, 
chartered 60 years ago, celebrated its 
Diamond Jubilee on 23rd May, 1953, 
with a week’s activities. H.P.B. Lodge, 
Auckland, which has 350 members, 


celebrated its Golden Jubilee in March 
—its Charter is dated 11th February, 
1903. Napier Lodge, chartered also 
on February 11th 1903, celebrated its 
Golden Jubilee on that date. 

School of the Wisdom. —Miss W. E. 
Miller, Wellington Lodge, wasa student 
for part of the 1951-52 sessions of The 
School of the Wisdom ; Bishop Odo 
Barry and his wife, New Plymouth 
Lodge, are to be students for the 
coming 1953-54 sessions. Our Section 
has had representatives at the School 
each year since it was founded. 

Conc/«sio«.—As General Secretary 
I have made official visits to 15 out 
of our 17 Lodges—they have been 
farewell visits previous to my 
departure for a time from New Zea¬ 
land. On retiring from office I have 
a sense of confldence in the future of 
the work in this country of the new 
sub-race. For fifty-seven years a long 
chain of capable and devoted mem¬ 
bers has spread the truths of Theo¬ 
sophy in this land. There are many 
today in the younger generation in 
the Section to continue the work 
into the future. When the dynamic 
ideas of Theosophy illumine the minds 
and hearts of our people the deeper 
truths of the spiritual and mystic life 
will become uppermost. Then shall 
we build in New Zealand a happier 
and a finer civilisation. 

E. Hunt, 
General Secretary. 


NETHERLANDS 


This report on the year ending 
September 30, 1953, is specially 

marked by the fact that it has been 
drawn up by the successor of the 
General Secretary who led the activ¬ 
ities during the year. For towards 
its close, my predecessor. Prof. J. N. 
van der Ley, unexpectedly decided to 
resign his office, seizing the opportunity 
6 


he had been looking for, to emigrate 
with his wife to Australia where his 
family is living. 

Membership. —There has been a 
slight decrease of 60 members. The 
total number at the end of the year 
amounts to 1641. 

The appeal for help to our country¬ 
men stricken by the terrible flo<^ 
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during the night of the first of Febru¬ 
ary found a ready response in our 
Section. Individually and collectively, 
all did their utmost, by money or other¬ 
wise, to relieve the suffering people. 
We thankfully acknowledge the con¬ 
tributions given for the same purpose 
by other European Sections. 

Annual Convention .— This year the 
Convention for the first time took place 
on the estate of St. Michael's Centre 
at Huizen. The key-note chosen 
for the subject of the lectures was 
'* Wholism Mr. and Mrs. Coats, 
our guests, and Prof, van der Stok 
elucidated the subject from different 


view-points. The Convention proved 
a great success. 

Work of Lodges .—The usual activ¬ 
ities went on in the Lodges, but in 
some of them there is a need for 
renewal of life and more enthusiasm. 

Miss C. W. Dijkgraaf .—A very well- 
known worker of international fame, 
Miss Dijkgraaf, passed away at the 
age of 88. She was the last of the 
pioneers left who started the w'ork in 
Holland nearly sixty years ago. 

B. WoUTERS 
General Secretary, 


FRANCE 


During the present year, the Theo- 
sophical Society in France has seen a 
strong development of its activities 
and has regained its equilibrium and 
harmony after several years of internal 
difficulties. 

The National Convention, held in 
April 1953, witnessed this new condi¬ 
tion and all decisions were taken in a 
very friendly spirit. Mr. Francis 
Brunei was re-elected General Secre¬ 
tary, for a period of three years. 

A five year plan of development has 
been adopted and various practical 
resolutions taken to implement the 
program established, thus trying to 
bring Theosophy to the outer world 
with increasing strength and efficiency. 

In France, and throughout the coun¬ 
tries belonging to the French Union or 
having French speaking population or 
groups, our work has been continuing 
methodically. These include: France, 
Luxembourg, Algeria, Tunisia, Moroc¬ 
co, Cameroon, Congo, Ivory Coast, 
Dahomey, Gabon, Guinea, French 
Nigeria, Senegal, Soudan, Tchad, Togo, 
Volta, Madagascar, the French Antil- 
lias and Guyania, the Kingdom of 


Cambodia and Tonkin, Ethiopia, Haiti, 
Lebanon and Turkey. 

Membership and Lodges.^Two new 
Lodges have been formed, one in Nice 
and the other in Paris. This brings to 
64 the number of active Lodges in our 
Section. 

Our active membership, amounting 
to 1,739 in 1952, has fallen to 1,562 as 
at the date of 1-10-53. This is due to 
a campaign of secession carried out by 
certain members, during the se-^ond 
part of 1952, who took the pretext 
of a disagreement on certain purely ad¬ 
ministrative matters; 166 members re¬ 
signed as a result. This negative 
activity has fortunately stopped and 
has given rise to a very deep awaken¬ 
ing of a living spirit of friendliness and 
co-operation, and a greater conscious¬ 
ness of our responsibility towards the 
world as such. During the same period 
we have nonetheless registered 147 
new members and 33 reinstatements; 
18 deceased. 

Headquarters .—A number of very 
beautiful meetings and exhibitions have 
been organized in our Headquarters. 
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Thtotophical Pro^rtfm.—Regular 
public Theosophical Lectures and 
Courses have ^en given throughout 
the year, except during the summer 
vacation period. 

Courses on Music and Spiritual 
Life. —Beautiful recordings have been 
made of these, one of them of ancient 
Greek music of the second cen¬ 
tury B.C. 

Library.—Year after year oiir Lib¬ 
rary is enriched by the acquisition of 
the best books published on philosophy 
and all branches of knowledge of in¬ 
terest to Tbeosophists. 

The Publication Scheme. —Our Pub¬ 
lishing House is continuing the reprint¬ 
ing of basic Theosophical works and 
the publication of contemporary 
authors. This concern is under the com¬ 
plete control of the French Theosophi¬ 
cal Society. 

National Field Program. —The 
Young Theosophists have organised 
this summer in August 1953 near 
Paris at Verrieres-le-Buisson a camp 
which was attended by young friends 
from Denmark, Holland, Germany and 
Switzerland. 


The Theosophical Mutual Help, a 
special group dedicated to help those 
brothers who are in need, has continued 
its activity. 

Presidential Elections. —The French 
Section organized these elections 
throughout France and the French 
Union, giving to every one of the can¬ 
didates equal and adequate publicity. 

Visit of Mr. C. JinarijadSsa. —We 
have had the happiness to have a last 
visit from Mr. C. Jinarijadisa, when 
he stopped at Marseilles on his way to 
England. 

European Congress. —The General 
Secretary attended the meeting of the 
European Council at St. Michael, 
Huizen, in July 1953. Profitable con¬ 
tacts were made with the delegates of 
the 17 countries represented. 

Evaluation of Work Ahead. —With 
our five year expansion program, 
much work awaits all our members, in 
order to ensure to Theosophy its real 
place in the inspiration and develop¬ 
ment of the spiritual life of the coun¬ 
tries in which our action is spreading. 

Francis Brunel, 
General Secretary. 


ITALY 


This past year has been rich in events, 
beginning in October 1952 with the 
Congress of the European Theosophical 
Federation in Montecatini. This coin¬ 
cided with the Jubilee Congress of the 
Italian Section, founded in Rome in 
1902, and with the 50th anniversary 
of Mr. C. Jinarajad&sa’s career as 
lecturer, undertaken in Italy fifty years 
ago. Mr. Jinarljadftsa and Mr. N. Sri 
Ram attended the Congress. 

The cordial attendance of the civil 
authorities of Montecatini at the in¬ 
auguration of the Congress was note¬ 
worthy. Upon that occasion the 
General Secretary of the Italian Sec¬ 


tion, Dr. Gasco, spoke of the various 
events pertaining to the Italian Section 
throughout its history in the midst of 
European and world-wide travail of 
half a century. 

The Italian Section, which in 1938 
went through a crisis and was threat¬ 
ened with extinction on account of 
the racial politics of the Fascist regime, 
then allied with Nazist Germany, was 
in effect dissolved by Government 
Decree on January 4th, 1939. 

Anticipating its dissolution. Dr. 
Arundale, the then President, had 
nominated as Presidential Agent, 
Dr. Gasco, with instructions to support 
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the traditions of the Society, and to 
use all possible means necessary to 
safeguard the ideals of Theosopliy in 
Italy. This arduous task, in a moment 
of danger, was accomplished with 
firmness and courage by Dr. Gasco, 
who upon receipt of the Decree of 
Dissolution, addressed a dignified mis¬ 
sive to the head of the Government 
in defence of the Theosophical ideals 
and of the Society. This letter was 
read by Dr. Gasco at the Federal 
Congress at Montecatini, causing great 
applause for its author. 

The Italian Theosophical Society 
formally dissolved by Governmental 
authority carried on, however, clandes¬ 
tinely out of the sheer will of the 
Presidential Agent, its members and 
friends, and, in spite of the unchaining 
of the turmoil of the second world 
they adhered faithfully to the Theo¬ 
sophical ideals which they always con¬ 
sidered as an irreplaceable basis for the 
rebirth of Italy and the world. 

Therefore it was easy for Dr. Gasco 
to reassemble the structure of the 
Italian Section immediately after the 
war. The old members answered his 
appeal, and these were joined by new 
members. So that when he convened 
a meeting on April 21st 1946, in Milan, 
of the members of the reborn Italian 
Section for the nomination of the 
General Secretary, and the approval of 
the program for Theosophical activ¬ 
ities, the Section numbered 24 regular 
Lodges, and 470 members, that is 9 


Lodges more than the Society had at 
the time of its dissolution ! 

Seven years have gone by since that 
date, and the Italian Section, although 
in the midst of local difficulties, has 
slowly grown, and to-day numbers 842 
regular members with 44 Lodges, 
besides 5 Centres. 

A constant preoccupation of the 
General Secretary has been the spread¬ 
ing of Theosophical thought, and the 
creation of the Theosophical attitude 
in a world of sceptics and conformers. 
These difficulties are met w ith in other 
countries also, but in Italy they are 
more emphasized by its three millen¬ 
niums of traditional civilization and by 
the fact that Italy is the centre of 
Catholicism which exercises not only 
an influence moral and ethical, but 
also a political influence through the 
party in power. 

The General Secretary during the 
year has visited the following groups : 
Turin, Novara, Genova, Trieste, Roma 
and Napoli. He partook also actively 
at the Jubilee Congress of the Euro¬ 
pean Theosophical Federation held 
at Huizen. 

The Italian Section held a National 
Congress in Rome from 1st to 4th 
October 1953, with the participation 
of 153 regular members and numerous 
sympatliizers. Dr. Gasco was re-elected 
General Secretary. 

G. Gasco, 

General Secretary, 


GERMANY 


The conditions in our country are 
still the same as last year. We have 
the same difficulty in getting suitable 
rooms for public lectures. The ex¬ 
penses for halls and for all means of 
advertising are also very high. 

The work in our Lodges is steady 
and in some parti of our Section is 


very alive. The Lodges in the western 
part of Germany (Rheinland-West- 
falen) have joined together and several 
times in the year they have common 
meetings at different places. There are 
very good reports from the Lodges in 
Berlin and Hamburg, which are doing 
excellent work. A number of smaller 
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Lodfi^es are not so active and it seems 
necessary to make the Lodges more 
alive by giving new aspirations and 
showing the way to contact the prob* 
lems of our time in the outer world. 
In this sense the General Council of 
the European Federation this summer 
published a resolution which has been 
sent to all Lodges and recommended 
for discussion. It seems very urgent 
to avoid a stagnation of our work 
through clinging to old methods which 
are no longer in accordance with the 
spirit of the age. 

The culmination of the activity of our 
Section was again the Summer School 
at Rendsburg attended by 60 members. 
It was the fourth time that we gathered 
there for a week, living and studying 
together. Again we have had a few 
guests from other countries who helped 
us in our work by giving us splendid 
lectures, Mr. U. G. Krishnamurti from 
Adyar and Mr. and Mrs. Vermeulen 
from the Netherlands. We lived together 
in a spirit of brotherliness and wonder* 
ful music was enjoyed by the visitors 
every day. We had a meditation every 
morning and just during our closing 
meeting we had a surprise visit from 
Mr. J. Coats from England who ad* 
dressed the members. All friends 
present have been very happy and hope 
that this part of our work in Germany 
may be continued regularly. 


Our members were supplied also 
during the year with the quarterly 
journal Adyar^ a regional paper for 
the three German speaking Sections: 
Austria, Germany and Switzerland. 
Circular letters from the General Sec¬ 
retary have been issued to the mem¬ 
bers informing them about the work 
of the Society in our country, and to 
bring them into contact with theTheo- 
sophical work as a whole. 

The General Secretary, with two 
official delegates and a few other 
German members, attended the Golden 
Jubilee Convention of the General 
Council of the Federation of European 
Sections at Huizen. It was very useful 
that they could participate in the in¬ 
ternational spirit at this meeting with 
so many representatives of different 
countries of Europe. 

Later in the summer some German 
members visited another Summer 
School in Austria w'hich is intended to 
become a regional arrangement for all 
German speaking Theosophists in 
Europe. 

During the year under report we 
have had 35 incoming and 43 outgoing 
members, so that our total number is 
almost the same as before. Altogether 
we have 20 Lodges and 3 Centres and 
623 members. 

Martin Boyken, 
General Secretary. 


CUBA 


Changes have been made in the 
offices of Section Treasurer and Sec* 
retary of the Executive Committee. It 
has been necessary to make these 
changes because of imperative circum¬ 
stances; and more especially, with 
regard to the Secretaryship of the 
Executive Committee, because the out¬ 
going Secretary, Sr. Pelagio Garma 
Vargas, is not a lawyer, and the laws 
of the Republic of CuImi require that 


whoever fills such a position in any 
kind of Institution, Society, Associa¬ 
tion, whatever, must be one. The 
new Secretary Dr. Mario Martinez 
Fernandez is a lawyer. 

The number of Lodges in the Sec¬ 
tion has remained unaltered at 33 
Lodges. This has been the case, as far as 
I have been able to investigate, for the 
past two or three years. With regard 
to the Lodges in the East, only three 
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are working regularly. In the Central 
region, with the exception of three 
Lodges which are hardly active, the 
other nine are doing active work. In 
the Western region, with the exception 
of Lodges Guane, Dhruva and Alci* 
ONE, the rest (nine) are hard at work. 

To our previous report of 622 mem¬ 
bers, we have to add the rejoining our 
Section of Sr. Juan Cruz Bustillo; 
there are two losses due to death. 

The Revisia Teosofica Cubana is 
acquiring a better presentation, both in 
its format and in the quality of the 
articles that it publishes. This is con¬ 
firmed by the letters we have received. 


During the year we received a visit 
from Dr. Eduardo Alfonso, a distin¬ 
guished Spanish Doctor, who has 
written numerous books. At No. 634 
Lombillo he gave one lecture a week 
over a period of three months. 

If this year has not been quite har¬ 
monious among the members of our 
Section we hope that, by the time of 
the next visit of our beloved President, 
Cuba will be able to present a Theo- 
sophical atmosphere in keeping with 
our desire for Peace. 

Ram6n MelerO Lobato, 

General Secretary. 


HUNGARY 
No Report 


FINLAND 


Our main problem has been how to 
carry Theosophy to every door so that 
it becomes a power in the life of the 
people. Taking that into consideration, 
all the Lodges have been earnestly 
active throughout the year holding 
regular meetings. 

In Helsinki Headquarters a ques¬ 
tions and answers meeting for the public 
was held every Saturday. Activities 
for children and of the Round Table 
have continued as before. 

Some public lectures have been de¬ 
livered in the country by the General 
Secretary and by some of the Lodge 
members. 

The chief Theosophical Anniversaries 
were celebrated. . We collected Fmk. 
50,000 for the Adyar Day Fund. 

We were fortunate in having 23 of 
our members as our representatives at 
the European Congress at Montecatini 
in Italy, in October 1952. 


Our old friend Mr. Otto Viking lec¬ 
tured to members in Helsinki. 

The Presidential Election took place 
in the beginning of the year 1953 ; 368 
of our members sent in their votes, and 
304 were in favour of Mr. N. Sri Ram. 

We were greatly privileged to have 
among us in March for 12 days 
Mr. Sidney Ransom who visited Hd- 
sinki, Tampere, Metsamaa, Turku, 
Lahti and Lappeenranta. His visit 
increased enthusiasm for work among 
our members and left with them great 
inspiration. 

The Annual Convention w'as held at 
Easter, when the General Secretary, 
Miss Signe Rosvall, was re-elected for 
the years 1953-56. Delegates and visit¬ 
ors experienced then three days of 
happiness. 

One of our members was present at 
the Summer School in Denmark and 
one in England. Two delegates were 
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present at the Council Meetings of the 
European Federation in Huieen. 

The passing of Mr. C. JinarSjadftsa 
has been a matter of regret to all. We 
offer to him grateful thanks for years 
of inspiration and leadership. Soon 
after the news of his passing was re* 
ceived a memorial meeting was held in 
Helsinki. 

We continued publishing Teoso/f, 
our monthly magazine which proved 
to be a much appreciated link between 
members, as well as a good means of 
propaganda for outsiders. We pub* 
iished in translation the book Thto- 
tophy by Dr. Annie Besant. This book 
has not been translated into Finnish 
before. 

The number of new members during 
the year was 15, and those discontinu* 


ing 15, making the total member* 
ship 708. 

Some Colleges for Adult Education 
have been interested in Theosophy, 
and Mr. Yrj6 Kallinen has been called 
to lecture on the subject. 

This autumn we had the pleasure to 
see here the Adyar 1950 Jubilee him. 
It has been shown twice in Helsinki 
and seven provincial Lodges have seen 
it. The General Secretary visited at 
the same time these Lodges, speaking 
about Adyar and our work. 

So we go steadily forward. We have 
not been insensitive to the great 
changes that are taking place every¬ 
where. We only hope that by our 
humble efforts some greater realization 
of Brotherhood can be achieved. 

Signs Rosvall, 
Qtneral Seerctary, 


RUSSIA 
Section Dissolved 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
No Report 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


With the ending of Brother JinarSja* 
d&sa's term of Presidency, we have 
entered a new phase in our work, one 
of the many phases which come and 
pass, each marked by certain character¬ 
istics typical of the individuality and 
temperament of the World President. 
The Work, to Brother Raja, was all- 
important, and it was the core of his 
life, and I think it is this tremendous 
dedication to the Cause which will 


always stand out as the greatest quality 
he offered. 

Presidential Ballot .—During the 
year the ballot was taken throughout 
the Section ; 307 votes were recorded, 
of which 239 votes were for Mr. N. Sri 
Ram and 66 for Kukmini Devi Arun* 
dale and two blank papers. Mr. Sri 
Ram's visit to Southern Africa was a 
great inspiration to those who heard him 
and it was one of the highlights in the 
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history of this Section, which has made 
a lasting impression. We warmly wel¬ 
come him as our new President. 

Lodges and Centres. —A new Centre 
was formed at Gwelo, Southern Rhode¬ 
sia. We now have seventeen Lodges, 
ten of which were formed since 1950. 
In all these young Lodges we have 
found a very enthusiastic response to 
our ideas and here and there we have 
met with most promising new members. 
The established Lodges have carried 
on with their usual work. 

Lecturers. —Miss Clara Codd has 
lectured in several Lodges after her 
return from India. Members in the 
bigger Lodges have provided splendid 
talks, not only in their own Lodges but 
also to other groups. Mrs. Staketby- 
Lewis and I visited the Rhodesian 
Lodges and Gwelo, and opened a new 
Centre in the latter town. We also 
made regular visits to Vereeniging, 
Vanderbyl Park and Westonaria. It is 
impossible to do justice to all who 
have helped with lecturing and thus 
stimulated their audiences with fresh 
ideas. 

Membership. —Our membership shows 
a decrease of eight. The number of 
new admissions which were 87 was 
however very satisfactoiy*. The total 
membership now stands at 638. 

Correspondence Course.^ Several 
Lodges have appointed correspondents 
who have done excellent work with the 
Course. A scheme was drawn up to 
start a campaign first in districts where 
a good follow-up would be guaranteed. 
The Course has also proved most useful 
to new Lodges as a guide for initial 
studies. 

Publicity. —Our Publicity Officer, 
Mrs. Scamell-Lean, reports that ap« 
proximately 1,500 pamphlets have been 
distributed, most of which w’ere sold at 
cost price. Attempts were made to 
encourage Lodges to experiment with 
a varied display of pamphlets and 
magaxines, and assorted parcels were 
made up. Transcripts were made of 


Mr. Sri Ram’s recordings and submitted 
to him for approval. 

Section Library. —Miss Cowling has 
completed the new catalogue, which is 
now available. Several new books have 
been added to the Library, mostly 
books which were sent to us for review, 
and a number of other useful additions. 
A good use has been made of the Lib¬ 
rary, which has now become an indis¬ 
pensable part of Section work. 

Jnstitutefor Theosophical Publicity .— 
Two new editions appeared during the 
year, Bruno, by an anonymous member, 
and Harvest, an anthology compiled 
from articles and lectures given by 
members of our Section. The text of 
both was approved by the National 
Executive Committee. 

Clara Codd Pension Trust Fund.— 
The Fund receives regular international 
as well as national support. Donations, 
less amounts (Mid out to Miss Codd, 
left a slightly increased balance. 

Adyar Day Fund. —;^10 was sent to 
Adyar towards the purposes of this fund. 

Service Group Wor^.—The Organ¬ 
izer of Service work, Mrs. L. Membrey, 
has compiled a most interesting list of 
activities in which members are en¬ 
gaged. Even if we do not act as a j 
Society in various other activities, it is 
reassuring to know that Theosophists 
everywhere are actively engaged in good 
works on the physical no less than on 
higher planes. 

The Lint .—Four numbers of our 
Section Journal The Link have been 
issued during the year, and these were 
sent to all members, to our non-member 
subscribers, and to all the Sections, leav¬ 
ing a few copies to be used at the 
discretion of the National President. 
We were very glad that Mrs. Eleanor 
Stakesby-Lewis has agreed to continue 
editing The Link. She has endeavoured 
to feature in every number some article 
of interest from one of our internation¬ 
al leaders, news from around the 
Section, articles from members in 
Southern Africa representing various 
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aspects of Theosophy and personal ex¬ 
periences, and also whenever possible 
one elementary article on straight 
Theosophy for the enquirer or new 
member. Besides this, there is the 
regular Lodge directory, enabling mem¬ 
bers to know where to contact other 
Lodges, and. last but not least, the 
children's page for the benefit of child¬ 
ren of members. I know of one member 
who collects these and i^stes them into 
a book for the time when her little son 
will be old enough to enjoy them. The 
Link goes to public libraries in South 
Africa, and this brings us every year 
some very kind letters of acknowledg¬ 
ment from their librarians. I must 
thank our printer, Mr. K. M. Pillay, 
for printing our magazine at such a 
reasonable cost. 

Conclusion .—A report such as this 
one usually only deals with physical 
plane matters. I wish we could make 
a report of the influence our teaching 
may have had in the sphere of national 
thought,—of people who might have 
been enlightened by a helpful thought, 


inspired by a thoughtform of the gran¬ 
deur of life, or led to philanthropic 
action by our all-pervading brotherhood- 
idea. Perhaps, some day, someone may 
read this report in the akashic records. 

But from our own experience I do 
know how Theosophy has helped very 
many, for whom it has been a life- 
changer and a source of power, which 
has charged them to face life with 
renewed courage. Wherever we go we 
meet hungry souls who crave for the 
wisdom which is entrusted to our care. 
It is the great dharma of any one of 
us, who has tasted of the Reality be¬ 
hind the face of things, to carry the 
torch into places of darkness and to 
make men realise that the Way, the 
Truth and the Light are in the hearts 
of all, and that it is in the human heart 
that we must find this path towards 
Divine Perfection, for along all paths 
does He welcome the true Pilgrim. 

S. Stakesby-Lkwis, 
General Secre/ary. 


SCOTLAND 


The membership, now standing at 
287, shows a loss of 11 for the year, 
largely due to the strict suspension of 
meml^rs who are two years in arrears, 
but there is reason to believe that some 
at least of these will re-join later. 

Practically all the usual activities 
have been carried on throughout the 
year, though one Lodge has been 
obliged to suspend its public meetings 
for the time being. The Library con¬ 
tinues its valuable work on a large 
scale, the total number of volumes now 
standing at 7,715, of which 1,725 were 
given out in the course of the year. 
Scotland has contributed during the 
year to the various Adyar Funds as 
follows: Adyar Day Fund, ;C4-16-6; 
President’s Travelling Fund, 3f7-3-3; 

7 


Olcott Harijan Schools, ;^7-19-3. 
The total contribution to the A.B.C. 
Fund since its inception has been 
£288-5-10. 

The General Fund of the Section 
shows a moderate deficit for the year, 
but this is substantially lower than 
that of last year, and it is expected 
that next year will show a still further 
reduction in the adverse balance, as a 
result of measures taken last year to 
cope with the situation. 

The General Secretary has visited 
all three Districts of the Section during 
the year, to lecture both to members 
and the public and to meet them per¬ 
sonally. He has also undertaken four 
lecturing tours in the English Section 
as well as representing Scotland at the 
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European Congress at Montecatini last 
October and at the English Convention 
in London in May of this year. 

The Annual Convention of the Sec¬ 
tion was held in Glasgow, on the 27th 
and 28th of June, with Mr. C. R. 
Groves, General Secretary of the Eng¬ 
lish Section, as Guest of Honour. 
There was a goodly gathering, and the 
Convention proved both a happy and 
successful one, being enriched with 
some fine contributions from Mr. 
Groves. The General Secretary, at 
the opening, paid tribute to the late 
Mr. Jinar&jad&sa, and the members 
stood in silence for a brief space, in 


remembrance of him and in recognition 
of his life-work of distinguished service 
to the Society. 

In retrospect, the year just ended is, 
it would appear, one of marking time, 
or even one registering a slight loss of 
ground as regards membership, though 
not so marked as in some former years, 
and, with a wholehearted dedication to 
the work on the part of all the mem¬ 
bers, any retrogre.«sive tendency should 
not only be arrested but revers^. 

Edward Gall, 
General Secretary. 


SWITZERLAND 


Membership. —The Swiss Section 
consists at present of 253 members 
divided in 12 Lodges and 4 Centres. 

Visitors to the Section.—-Rnkmini 
Devi paid us a short visit and on 
November 17th gave a talk to celebrate 
that special date. As usual her pre¬ 
sence inspired us very much. Two 
American members, Mrs.and Mr. Luntz, 
also visited Switzerland. 

To vivify our work, we invited the 
following international lecturers: Mile. 
Serge Brisy, General Secretary of 
Belgium, who gave very interesting 
lectures in many French Swiss towns; 
Mr. von Fielitz-Coniar has spoken in 
French in Geneva, he also gave many 
lectures in German in Basel, Ztlrich 
and in the Tessin. Mr. Schleifer, 
General Secretary of Austria, has also 
given some lectures in German Switzer¬ 
land. 

Journeys of the General Secretary.-^ 
During the Spring of 1953 the Gen¬ 
eral Secretary visited all the Lodges 
and Centres of French Switzerland, 
Italian Switzerland and German Swit¬ 
zerland. Thus the contact with the 
new General Secretary has been firmly 
and usefully established. 


The General Assembly of the Sec¬ 
tion took place at *' La Chaux-de- 
Fonds" w'here all the Lodges and 
Centres were represented and the at¬ 
mosphere was most enthusiastic and 
fraternal. 

Public Work. —In German Switzer¬ 
land Hans Peter Wyss continued giving 
public lectures. At the General Head¬ 
quarters in Geneva we had every 
week one or two lectures given by Mr. 
Albert Sassi, Mr. Alfred Reisch and 
Mr. Georges Tripet. Mr. D^costerd 
proved to be a new help for our public 
work. At the end of 1952 Mr. Georges 
Tripet was invited to give a lecture 
at Lyons. 

Many members of the Section 
participated either in the French Sum¬ 
mer School at Louette-St. Pierre in 
Belgium or in the German Summer 
School at Pichl in Austria. Those two 
Summer Schools were organized by 
the European Federation. Some mem¬ 
bers of the Swiss Section were present 
at Huizen for the celebration of the 
Federation's Golden Jubilee. 

Lodges. —The activity of the Lodges 
continued as before. In June and on 
1st October we paid homage to the 
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memoiy of Mr. C. JinarSjadisa, our late 
President. 

Conclusion.—The General Secretary 
is very grateful to ail workers who 
helped her, especially to the Treasurer 
Mr. J. Kl&si, to the Librarian Mr. G. 
Reiner, to the Library-keeper Mrs. A. 
de Berg and to the Secretary of the 
Central Committee Mrs. van de Poll. 
As the General Secretary had many 


problems to solve at the beginning of 
her term of office, she was unable to 
carry out different plans she had in 
mind but she hopes to do so in the 
spring of 1954; among others the 
organization of a course of lectures for 
beginners. 

Rachel Tripet, 
General Secretary. 


BELGIUM 


Membership.— year we had 317 
members. Now we have 321. 

Lodges. —The same number as last 
year—11; 6 in Brussels, 3 in Antwerp 
1 in Liege and 1 in Gand. A group is 
being formed in Natoye, near Namur, 
where very devoted members have 
meetings with interested people. Mr. 
Hiernaux and myself lectured there 
with about 12 persons attending. 

One of our Committee members, 
Mr. A. Hiernaux, went on a tour of 4 
months in our Colony (Congo Beige) 
and gave several lectures in Leopold¬ 
ville, awakening much interest even 
among the Congolese population. There 
also we hope to form a regular Group. 

Lectures.—42 public meetings have 
been held. We may add to these the 
regular meetings of the Lodges and the 
Commemoration of November 17th, 
February 17th (Adyar Day) and White 
Lotus Day. 

Theosophical Courses. —Mr. Neels 
and myself started in March an Ele¬ 
mentary Course on Theosophy for new 
members and non-members, which was 
very well attended. 

The Library and Bookshop are 
active and doing good work. One of 
our Antwerp members, Mr. Calessens, 
has edited two very useful pamphlets 
on Theosophy and Reincarnation, and 
these pamphlets have been largely and 
freely distributed in Brussels, Antwerp, 


Liege and Gand. The publication has 
been done both in French and Flemish. 

In Brussels we issued two pamph¬ 
lets : The Science of Theosophy (G. S. 
Arundale) and another on Reincar¬ 
nation. 

Members lecturing in other coun- 
tries. —The General Secretary of the 
Belgian Section was invited to lecture 
in Switzerland and visited Geneva, 
Lausanne and La Chauds de Fonds. 
Mr. Hiernaux visited the Belgian Congo, 
Mr. Th. Chapellier went for a fortnight 
to the South of France and was invited 
to lecture in Nice, Marseilles, Monte- 
Carlo and Antibes and also Cannes. 
Mme. Sauvan and Mr. Feuillerstein, 
from Paris, gave us an interesting lec¬ 
ture on art with films. Mr. U. G. 
Krishnamurti from Adyar was our guest 
and spoke on the subject Why Theo¬ 
sophy. Dr. Raghavan from Madras 
was also our guest and lectured on 
Some leading Ideas of Hindu Thought. 

Order of Service. —The Theosophi¬ 
cal Society in Belgium made an appeal 
to the members when the floods occur¬ 
red in Holland, England and Belgium. 
We sent a large sum to the Calamity 
Fund of the Red Cross in Brussels and 
also another sum to the General Secre¬ 
tary of the Netherlands for the Dutch 
members, and another large sum to the 
Dutch Consulate together with clothes 
and linen. 
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Convention .—Our Convention was a 
very happy one. Mile. Serge Brisy was 
re*elected General Secretary and the 
full Committee was re-elected. Mr. 
Roggen from Liege was appointed as 
the representative of the Wallon part 


of the country on our Committee in the 
place of one of our most active and 
beloved members, Mme. Henri Verhey- 
en, who passed over In April. 

Serge Brisy, 
General Secretary. 


INDONESIA 
No. Report 


BURMA 


The outstanding event, not only in the 
life of the Society in Burma, but of the 
Society as a whole, has been the pass¬ 
ing on, during the year, of Brother 
C. Jinar&jadisa, whose services for the 
Society for over fifty years have been 
outstanding in every field of its activity. 
We remember him with affection and 
record our gratitude to him for all that 
he has done for the Society and the 
world. 

The Burma Section held its election 
for the office of the President of the 
Society which Brother Jinarftjadftsa 
had vacated a few months before his 
passing. The members in Burma, by 
an overwhelming majority, declared 
their preference for Brother N. Sri Ram 
for the high office of President, and 
we are glad to record that he has been 
duly elected. 

The political situation in the country 
having improved considerably, attention 
is now concentrated by the Govern¬ 
ment of the Union of Burma, through 
the Union Buddha Sasana Council, on 
the preparations for the Sixth Buddhist 
Synod (Chattha Sangayana) which is 
to be held in Rangoon during the years 
1954 to 1956. There is increasing 
interest among the general public in 
the application of religion in their daily 
lives, and particularly in Vipassana, 
the practice of meditation. Meditation 


Centres, where practical guidance is 
given by experienced sayadatet and lay 
teachers in the orthodox methods of 
Buddhist meditation, have attracted 
disciples from all over the country as 
well as from abroad. We are parti¬ 
cularly glad to record that the Buddhist 
Flag, which was designed and unfurled 
by our President-Founder, Col. H. S. 
Olcott, at Adyar at Full Moon on 
Wesakh Day, 18th May 1886, has now 
been universally adopted as the Bud¬ 
dhist Flag by the World Fellowship 
of Buddhists. This flag now flies on all 
religious and public buildings through¬ 
out Burma on all important religious 
occasions. 

Lodges .—So far only four of the 
Lodges in Burma have been revived, 
namely, the Olcott Lodge and the 
Youth Lodge in Rangoon, the Lotus 
Lodge in Mandalay and the Blavatsky 
Lodge in Maymyo. As the political 
situation and general conditions in the 
country have improved wc may now 
look forward to the early revival of our 
other Lodges. 

Membership .—Our membership show, 
ed a slight fall by two members, our 
strength at the end of the year lUing 
79 against 81 of the previous year. 

Finance.—The year opened with a 
balance of K. 1096.31 and closed with 
K. 947.55. 
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Visitors. —Miss Helen Zahara, the 
Recording Secretary of the Society, 
after handing over charge of her office 
to her successor at Adyar, passed 
through Rangoon on her way to America. 
Much impetus was given to the work 
by the lectures she delivered and the 
discussions which she had in Rangoon. 
She delivered four impressive lectures 
during her short stay, which were all 
well received. 

Conventions. —As in previous years, 
two Conventions were held in Rangoon 
during the year, one being the Section 
Convention held in October 1952 and 
another the Support Convention held 
in December to synchronize with the 
International Convention held at Adyar. 
The Burma Section was represented at 
the International Convention by the 
General Secretary, Mr. C. R. N. Swamy, 
and by Mr. N. A. Naganathan. 

The Oicott Lodge, Rangoon was, as 
usual, the main centre of activity. 
Sunday morning lectures on Theo- 
sophical subjects were regularly held, 
as also the study classes on Wednes¬ 
days. Membership subscriptions were 
supplemented by substantial contribu¬ 
tions by members to the Self Denial 
Fund, out of which the Lodge Building 
has been further renovated and much 
improvement effected. The Lodge cele¬ 
brated all important days of the Theo- 
sophical Calendar, the White Lotus 
Day, Foundation Day, Adyar Day, as 
well as the United Nations Day. 

The Rangoon Youth Lodge was, as 
usual, responsible for the social and 
lighter side of the Society's activities 
in Rangoon. 

The Book Depot itt Rangoon received 
a large consignment of books during 
the year out of which the Lodge 
Library was replenished. Sales were 
brisk both at the Lodge and at the 
various bookstalls in the city where the 
books were placed for sale on consign¬ 
ment. A large and representative 
collection of b^ks was presented to 
the Public Library maintained by the 


Ramakrishna Mission Society and a 
complete set of all the books available 
was also purchased by the National 
Library which is now taking shape. 
Books on occultism are now very 
popular. 

The Lotus Lodge, Mandalay, has 
still not been able to get back possession 
of its premises and meanwhile meet¬ 
ings are held in the house of a mem¬ 
ber, where a number of Theosophical 
books have been studied. The Lodge 
is active in animal-welfare work and 
has also organized an English Speaking 
Club, which holds its meetings at the 
Town Hall. 

The Blavatsky Lodge, Maymyo, has 
the largest membership, except for the 
Oicott Lodge, Rangoon, and has been 
active throughout the year. How'ever, 
visits from workers and speakers from 
abroad will help in further strengthen¬ 
ing the Lodge. 

The Burma Educational Trust Co- 
educational School. —The School was 
gradually raised to a High School after 
the war, but the High and Middle De¬ 
partments had to be closed for various 
considerations. The fifth standard was 
added to the School during the year 
and the School hopes to be a full 
Middle School by 1956. 

The Burma Humanitarian League .— 
Members of the Society have, as usual, 
been actively engaged in the work of 
the League, which is housed in the 
premises of the Oicott Lodge, Ran¬ 
goon. The League has recorded sub¬ 
stantial progress in its efforts for ani¬ 
mal welfare. The Government of 
Burma has been gracious enough to 
close all slaughter houses in the coun¬ 
try, at the instance of the League, on 
all important national and religious 
celebrations. The work for vegetarian¬ 
ism and against animal sacrihees has 
gained much momentum and the 
League enjoys both official and public 
support in its noble work. 

Conclusion.^A new era of Theo¬ 
sophical endeavour opens up before us 
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with our new President, Mr. N. Sri 
Ram, at the helm of the Society’s 
affairs. Much work awaits the Burma 
Section by way of rehabilitation of the 
Society’s activities in this country after 
the ravages of the last war. Let us 


pledge ourselves anew to do our very 
best in the rebuilding and revitalising 
of the Society in Burma. 

C. R. N. SWAMY, 
General Secretary. 


AUSTRIA 


As in former years 13 Lodges, situat* 
ed in four towns, Vienna, Grar, Bruck 
a.d. Mur. and Linz, worked in our 
Section. 

Though this year 11 members join* 
ed the Section, we lost 16 members. 
The number of members is 317. 

In Vienna and Graz public lectures 
were delivered fortnightly while the 
diHerent Lodges held their regular 
meetings. 

In September 1952 Dr. A. Vreede 
from Huizen visited the Styrian 
Federation of the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety in Graz. At the Golden Jubilee 
Convention of the Italian Section in 
October 1952 nine members from 
Vienna, three from Graz and one each 
from Bruck and Linz were present at 
Montecatini. 

In April 1953 the General Secretary 
and his wife were invited by the 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Europe to a meeting, in 
Basle, of the German-speaking regions 
to discuss the plan of a Regional 
Summer School for German-speaking 
members. I delivered a lecture in Basle 
and another in Zurich. 

Dr. Norbert Lauppert, Vice-Presi¬ 
dent of our Section, visited some 
Lodges of this Section, in Witten, 
Dortmund, Hannover, Bremen, Ham¬ 
burg and Frankfurt a. Main, delivering 
there Theosophical lectures. 

At the 50th Jubilee Convention of 
the Theosophical Society in Europe, 1 
was present at the Theosophical Centre 
at Huizen together with two delegates. 


On August 31st till September 7th 
1953, the first German Regional Sum¬ 
mer School took place in the hamlet of 
Pichl, in a very beautiful place on the 
slopes of the well-known Dachstein 
mountains. A reconstructed old castle 
of the 11th century was the seat of the 
Summer School at which 18 members 
from Germany, Switzerland and the 
Netherlands as well as 47 Austrian 
members met. The chief topic of the 
School was Actual problems of the 
present. 

This topic was split up in the follow¬ 
ing themes: “ Die Erneuerung der Reli¬ 
gion als Forderung Gegenwart ”, ** Das 
Problem der Lenkung asozialer Mens- 
chen ”, Die Ethik der Theosophie 
und die Moralbcgriffe der modernen, 
westlichen Civilization ”, “ Was noetig 
ist: Brttekenbau zur Gemeinschaft der 
Ncuen Zeit ” and ” Du und Dein Prob¬ 
lem ” with questions and answers. 

Every evening some groups of the 
members performed folklore songs of 
Austria, Switzerland, Netherlands and 
Germany. Some members gave serious 
and humorous sketches, accompanied 
by piano and guitar. All these opened 
the minds and uplifted the hearts of all 
the friends to a warmer and more 
brotherly conduct. 

On a very fine day a trip by cars was 
made to the beautiful Austria-Huette, 
a hostel situated 5,100 feet above the 
sea, upon the ranges of the Dachstein 
mountain. 

The last evening a very original 
group of Salzbourger peasants performed 
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their dances and songs in their 
costumes of old, accompanied by their 
old string instruments: aither and 
hackbrctl. These performances gave 
everybody a very good impression of 
the still pure sou! of this mountaineer¬ 
ing people. 

The wonderful surroundings of Pichl, 
the cheerfulness of its inhabitants, the 
wonderful spirit of brothcrliness which 
reigned throughout the whole com¬ 
munity, as w'ell as an unbroken chain 
of crystal-clear sunny days, satisfied all 
visitors to this new Summer School in 
Styria and brought it to a full success. 


The desire for a repetition of this 
experiment in 19S4 was stressed by all 
visitors again and again till it was 
noted finally by the Executive Organ 
of the Section, the “Zentral-Rat 
As to the outer arrangements I would 
like to stress that a very great part of 
the success was due to my w'ife, Frau 
Helene Schleifer, whose enthusiastic 
co-operation and practical counsels pre¬ 
pared the way for this enterprise. 

Fritz Schleifer, 
Oeneral Secretary. 


NORWAY 


This year the Norwegian Section has 
been favoured with various visits from 
abroad. 

The first visitor was the President, 
Mr. N. Sri Ram, himself. Then in 
November we were visited by our old 
friend Mr. Otto Viking. 

Thanks to the generous help from 
the English Section, we were in Feb¬ 
ruary 1953 favoured with a visit from 
Mr. Sidney Ransom, who gave inspir¬ 
ing and enlightening lectures. 

In September I took a short trip 
to our Lodges in Stavanger and 
Haugesund. 

To the great European Congress at 
Moniecatini in October Mr. Erling 
Havrevold went as our delegate. On 
his return he gave two lectures on the 
Congress, and these were summarised 
in an article for our Sectional magazine. 


In order to get an impression as to 
what the readers of our magazine (both 
members and non-members) thinkabout 
this magazine and its editorial policy, 
I sent a circular letter to all subscribers 
with diverse questions. To this I had 
the pleasure of receiving many answers. 

As in previous years, our magazine 
Nontk Teosojisk Tidsskri/t has been 
published with 6 issues a year, thanks 
to the financial help so generously 
given by Mr. Erling Havrevold and 
Mr. S. Hartz Johannessen. 

Our office for information and book 
sales has been open for two hours 
three days a week. We have now 163 
members and 7 Lodges. 

Ernst Nielsen, 
General Secretary. 


EGYPT 
No Report 
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DENMARK 


All the Lodges have during the sea* 
son held regular Lodge meetings. At 
Aalboi^, Aarhus and Copenhagen public 
lectures have been given. 

At Aalborg a new Lodge has been 
formed by ^ members from the Aalborg 
l.<odge and a new member. There has 
been good co-operation between the 
two Lodges. 

In Copenhagen the Yggdrasil Lodge 
and the Olcott Lodge have come to an 
agreement about uniting the two 
L^ges into one. 

In the month of March we had a 
visit from Mr. Sidney Ransom* who 
made a lecture tour in Norway, Sweden, 
Finland and Denmark. The members 
were very thankful for Mr. Ransom’s 
visit. 


We had our Annual Convention in 
Copenhagen in the first days of 
May. The number of members is now 
316. 

In July the Section held a Summer 
School at Gammel Praestegaard. The 
School was attended by 30 to AO mem¬ 
bers. Amongst these were 9 from 
England. There were also members 
from Norway, Sweden and Finland. 
The School was led by Mr. Ransom 
and was very successful and har* 
monious. 

As in previous years. Mr. Otto Vik¬ 
ing held a Summer School in July 
at Besantgaarden. Members received 
much inspiration from the Summer 
Schools at Gammel Praestegaard and 
at Besantgaarden. 

J. H. Moller, 
Oeneral Secretary. 


IRELAND 


In this country there are many diffi¬ 
culties to be overcome in the attempt 
to spread the teaching of Theosophy, 
nevertheless the intensity of the work 
done by the more enthusiastic members 
has compensated to a large extent for 
the regrettably small total of our num¬ 
bers, and the work is being done. 

Our most vigorous activities are: 

(1) A new members group has been 
formed. In this group less experienced 
members are taught such details of 
organisation as chairmanship, public 
speaking, management of meetings and 
answering of questions. 

(2) A study group under the able 
leadership of Mr. Pielou, on the Seven 
Rays, which has proved of very great 
interest to members. 

(3) An enquirers class held monthly 
has made an encouraging start. It is 
not possible to assess the value of such 
a class. We must be available to any¬ 


one who wants to know what is meant 
by Theosophy, and to sow the seed of 
knowledge. We hope that this activity 
may one day lead to an increase in our 
membership. 

Added to these activities we have fre¬ 
quent enquiries and requests for litera¬ 
ture from different parts of the country. 

We are very grateful to those visiting 
lecturers who have come to help us by 
giving public lectures and talks to mem¬ 
bers. From overseas we have had 
Mrs. Doris Groves, Capt. Muirson 
Blake, Mr. U. G. Krishnamurti, Mr. 
Charles Shores and Miss Edith Keene. 
From Northern Ireland Dr. Hugh 
Shearman, Miss D. Fowler, Miss Chase 
and Miss M. Newby. \Ve are also 
indebted to Mrs. F. Gourley, Mr. A. 
O'Murnaghan and Mr. R. Duck, as well 
as different members of the Dublin 
Lodges, for most interesting lectures. 

Extra meetings w*ere held on United 
Nations Day and on White Lotus Day. 
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At the annual Business meeting of 
the Dublin Lodges I was nominated as 
General Secretary for the year 1953/54, 
and Mr. Pielou as National Treasurer. 

I have been very fortunate that in 
my first year as General Secretary I 
was able to represent Ireland at the 
American Convention at Olcott, U.S.A. 
and also at the European Congress at 
Montecatini in Italy, and more recently 
at the English Convention in London. 

The Dublin Lodges Library continues 
its useful function; it is open two after* 
noons each week and also after meet¬ 
ings. Books are freely borrowed, not 
only by members but by the public as 
well. Book sales from our b^k table 
have been satisfactory. 

The Section Magazine Theosophy in 
Ireland keeps us in touch with Sections 
all over the world, though regretfully 
we have had to reduce its publication 
to three copies per annum instead of 
four. This is entirely due to the largely 
increased cost of pr^uction. 


The Gift table and sale at Christmas 
was as usual a very successful and en¬ 
joyable event, and special thanks are 
due to all those who worked so hard to 
achieve what we set out to do. 

We are very grateful to the American 
Section for all the pamphlets they have 
sent us and also to the English Section 
for study courses, and to the many Sec¬ 
tions who send us their Magazines. 

I want to remind memt^rs that the 
growth of our Society depends upon 
the sharing of responsibility and not 
leaving everything to the few called 
Executive. It depends upon the help 
and co-operation of every individual 
member and for this combined effort 
I ask your help. The interest that has 
been shown and the work that has been 
done gives me confidence in looking 
ahead to the spreading of a wider know¬ 
ledge and an increased membership in 
this country. 

Evelyn O. Hornidoe, 
General Secretary. 


MEXICO 


First of all, most cordial salutations 
to our new President Mr. N. Sri Ram. 
May the Fortitude and Wisdom of our 
Lords The Masters help and inspire 
him in his arduous duties. 

Our 1952 Convention was held at 
this city of Mexico, Dec. 27-29, 1952, 
attended by delegates from Lodges. 
Very harmonious gatherings were en¬ 
joy^ and the writer was then re¬ 
elected General Secretary. 

Starting on February 5th 1953 the 
General Secretary made a 47-days 
lecture tour through the Northern 
States of this country, visiting Lodges 
and presenting Theosophy in places 
where our teachings were still unknown. 
At the cities of Chihuahua, Torreon 
and Frontera his lantern lectures were 
delivered in large Masonic Temples. 
Noteworthy was the eagerness with 
6 


which young people listened and asked 
for “ more lectures ”. 

Mr. Ernest Wood and his wife, 
coming from the United States, arrived 
in the city of Monterrey in January. 
He delivered two public lectures. He 
then stayed in the city of Mexico for 
a couple of weeks and we profited by 
his visit, inviting him to deliver three 
public lectures. He also very kindly 
directed at our Headquarters six pri¬ 
vate studies on The Secret Doctrine. 
On his return trip to U. S. A. he 
stopped at Monclova, Coah. where a 
new Lodge was founded by Mrs. Sus- 
ana S. de SAnchez, on the I7th of 
February 1953, Mr. Wood being the 
Hon. Co-Founder and member; the 
name of the new Lodge Presencia 
Gtoriosa having been taken from one 
of Mr. Wood’s latest books. 
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At the City of Puebla, a Brigadier 
General on active service became en* 
thusiastic about Theosophy and set 
himself to organize a Lodge, which was 
born on May 17th 1953. This Lodge, 
working in a place full of the con' 
ventional Roman-Catholic influences, 
where four previous Lodges decayed, 
has since grown very greatly. 

At the rural School on our Theo- 
sophical premises Adyar, 20 miles 
north of the City, free primary educa¬ 
tion is imparled to some 24 boys and 
girls, by Prof. Aura L. Chagoya. The 
prayers at the daily opening of the 
School lay great stress upon the 
brotherhood of all children irrespective 
of countries, color or social standing. 
Monthly donations are collected and 
sent by some Lodges to help Prof. 
Aura Chagoya in her noble work. 

Srta. Luz Maria Durand also has 
worked and lectured almost every day 
of the year in several countries of South 
America ..« "drawing large audiences, 
inspiring members and being responsi¬ 
ble for bringing new members into the 
work. . ." So wrote of her in 1952 our 
late and beloved President Mr. Jina- 
r&jad&sa, adding, " I hope she will be 
able to continue with her splendid 
work and enthusiastic contribution. . ." 
With excess is she fulfllling such hopes. 
After a wonderful whirlwind of Theo- 
sophical action in Brazil, she visited 
Uruguay and Argentina where she start¬ 
ed a series of lectures Feb. 6th, 1953, 
and, after a tour through the interior, 
arrived in Chile to work during March- 
April, proceeding thence via Antofa¬ 
gasta to Bolivia (April 22nd); she con¬ 
tinued with her fruitful mission to 
Perd where her work was highly ap¬ 
preciated. Going forward as an Ambas¬ 
sadress of Theosophy, she entered into 
Ecuador, a land very much in need of 
our teachings; and after sowing there 
sound Theosophical seeds, at the 
beginning of August she flew to Col¬ 
ombia where she is still lecturing with 
great public success. 


The beautiful and inspiring Mystic 
Star Ritual, established in this city 
(1938) by our great Brother C. Jina* 
rijadisa, was performed at Head¬ 
quarters twice every month as well as 
at the time of Summer and Winter 
Solstices. 

We deeply loved and appreciated 
Brotherjinarfljadisa who visited Mexico 
twice: 62 days in 1929; 30 days in 
1938, lecturing at 20 cities and 2 viU 
lages, almost daily, working then as 
he " never had done in other coun¬ 
tries", according to his own words. 
At Headquarters and at several cities 
of the interior, our Lodges organized 
solemn commemorative meetings to 
pay homage to our great Teacher, 
Friend and Brother. 

Propaganda. —Sr. Abel Cdrdenas 
Chavero, head of Editorial Orion, in¬ 
spired by altruistic feelings and con¬ 
sidering the present difficulties in some 
American and other countries to obtain 
Theosophical books, made, as a second 
gift, the following substantial remittan¬ 
ces of postal parcels, utterly free of 
any charge and containing many hun¬ 
dreds of books to be freely distributed 
among Theosophists: 

30 Packets to the Brazilean Section, 
20 to the Uruguayan Section, 19 to 
the Peruvian Section, 15 to the Chilean 
Section, 16 to the Argentina Section, 
and 63 to the Philippines Section. 

Another good achievement of our 
Section this year was the free distribu¬ 
tion of the following Theosophical 
literature: 45,000 copies of the small 
Review Dharma with articles against 
alcohol, tobacco, meat, hunting, and 
bull fights, 10,000 leaflets on Right¬ 
eousness as daily conduct. 36,000 pam¬ 
phlets were also freely distributed by 
Brother Franco Herrera G. (Fiat-Lux 
Lodge, Pachuca) and 5.000 To Those 
Who Mourn to be sold cheaply. 

Mr. Pavri's Theosophy Explained, 
a 600 page book which we consider the 
best Theosophical " Dictionary " for the 
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Spanish'Speaking Christian countries, 
and which had been very carefully 
translated years ago by the present 
writer, is now in the press. 

Sf(i<is<fcs.'~-There are in this Section 
25 Lodges, 5 Centres and 484 active 
members. 

Mrs. Fidela F. de Maraiidn, of 
Apolonio dt Tyana Lodge, made 


a donation to the Theosophical Society 
of a tract of land at the Port of Vera¬ 
cruz. As one of the permanent homes 
of the Society in that city, a house is 
being erected the second floor of which 
will be used for Lodge and other meet¬ 
ings. 

Adolfo db la Pe^a Gil, 
General Secretary. 


CANADA 


The year 1952-3 has been uneventful. 
Our membership remains the same 
taking into consideration that our 
Financial Year closes the end of June. 
There were five deaths in the Section 
to record. 

We have several small Lodges scat¬ 
tered throughout the Dominion which 
remain more or less static, but those 
in the larger cities such as Toronto, 
Hamilton and Montreal are thriving 
and very active. 

New subscribers to The Canadian 
Theosophist continue to increase and 
its appeal to readers is most gratifying. 

Our routine regular visiting speakers, 
Mr. Ernest Wood and Dr. Alvin 


Kuhn continue to draw good audiences 
and attract considerable public atten¬ 
tion. The vast distance to our outly¬ 
ing Lodges is detrimental to our efforts 
to help them by such lecturers, and by 
our personal appearance; but all of 
them are doing their best to help the 
good work by group discussions and 
classes on The Secret Doctrine^ The 
Mahatma Lcttere^ etc. 

On the whole and taking into con¬ 
sideration the general outlook I consider 
that Theosophy in Canada holds great 
hope for the future. 

E. L. Thomson, 
General Secretary. 


ARGENTINA 


Our Section continues to grow in 
number of members, as well as in the 
number of Lodges, every year. Today 
we have 1525 members, or 116 more 
than last year. The Lodges number 
65, and we have 8 Centres, in spite of 
having closed 4 Lodges. In their place 
we have created 4 new Lodges Conocete 
a ti mi$mo, Pa% y Armonia, Colabora- 
cion and Loto Blanco; we have asked 
for Charters for new Lodges Jinariju’ 
dHaa in Rosario, Himalaya in Rio 
Cuarto, and PUnitud in the town of 
Eva Peron. Other Lodges are in 
process of formation. 


The Section is organizing the Editor¬ 
ial Teosofica Argentina, which has 
already published its first book: Lee- 
turas Populares de Teosofia by Dr. 
Annie Besant. They have forwarded 
copies to all the Sections and to the 
Headquarters. Lodges in Rosario, as 
well as those in Mendoza, hold month¬ 
ly meetings with very good results, 
strengthening the bonds of brotherhood 
and harmony, with great benefit to the 
diffusion of our ideals. We have en¬ 
riched our possessions by two more pro¬ 
perties in the city of San Fernando, an 
hour’s railway journey from Buenos 
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Aires. In one of them is located Lodge 
Lumen de Lumine. 

1 have again been re-elected to the 
oflfice of General Secretary for three 
more years. The Section Council now 
consists of the following Brothers: 
Mariano Calvo, Juan Denjean, Jose 
Kovacs, Federico Stanziola, Angel D. 
Bernal, Juan Ortner, Maria £. Turner, 
Antonio Barrot and Juan Denis; as 
Trustee Bro. Jose Duran. 

In Mendoza a Theosophical Library 
has been founded, supported by all the 
local Lodges, which will give great 
impetus to the diffusion of Theosophy 
in the area. 

The Argentine Theosophical Library, 
located in Buenos Aires, is arranging 
monthly artistic performances of little 
plays of short duration and for few 
actors, written by members of the 
Theosophical Society, as a contribution 
to the popularizing of Theosophical 


teachings, with very good results. This 
Library, directed by the General Secre¬ 
tary, contains more than 11,000 vol¬ 
umes dealing with its special subjects. 
There are some 600 members who 
subscribe. 

The Review Bvolucion, suspended 
for a year, will reappear shortly. Mean¬ 
while the Revista Teosofica Argentina, 
the organ of the Section, continues to 
appear every three months. The Review 
El Teoso/o, being a reproduction in 
Spanish of The Theosophist, also is 
issued every three or four months. 

All the Lodges of the country paid 
homage to the memory of our dear 
and great Brother JinarSjad&sa, in their 
recorded minutes, appreciating the work 
he has done to spread Theosophy 
throughout the world. 

Jos£ M. Olivares, 
General Secretary. 


CHILE 


The Chilean Section carried on its 
activities during the year through 8 
Lodges. 

As a result of the visit to Chile of 
our Mexican Sister, Srta. Luz Maria 
Durand, 40 new members joined, rein¬ 
forcing some of the Lodges in Valpa¬ 
raiso and forming two new ones in San¬ 
tiago, one of them being Amor with 
16 members, and the oth^er Servidores 
with 9 members. There is also a pro¬ 
ject to form a Lodge to be named 
Loto Blanco in Valparaiso, but so far 
this has not been realized. 

Lodge DesteUos at Antofagasta had 
suspended activity due to deaths and 
the transfer of the greater number of 
its members, but it started anew in 
April of this year when 6 new mem¬ 
bers joined it as a result of the work of 
Srta. Luz Maria Durand. 

The following commemorative meet¬ 
ings were held: Founders Day on 


Nov. 17; White Lotus Day, May 8; 
Wesak, June 8 ; and a function to mark 
the passing of Brother C. Jinarajadisa. 

Other minor festivals have been 
celebrated, always with a good musical 
programme and discourses by members. 
Many of the public attend, so that our 
Hall, which holds 120 people, is filled 
to capacity on many occasions. 

On April 4. 1953, the Chilean Sec¬ 
tion held its Annual General Conven¬ 
tion, at which a new President of the 
Section was elected, as well as other 
members who co-operate with him in 
the administration. The following is the 
composition of the National Council: 
President: 

(General Secretary) Bro, Luis Tapia 
Alarcdn. 

Vice-President: Bro. Teodoro Belmar, 
of Santiago. 

Secretary: Bro. Leopoldo Salzmann 
R6tes, Valparaiso. 
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Asst. Secretary: Sister Afda Carreno 
Correa, Valparaiso. 

Treasurer: Sister Palmenia Madariaga 
de Kerner, Santiago. 

Committee: Sister Aurora Caflas de 
Gatica, Valparaiso; Bro. Rogelio 
Reyes Mella, Valparaiso. 

The National Council of the Chilean 
Section has held regular monthly 
meetings. 

On the initiative of the General 
Secretary of the Peruvian Section, Bro. 
Jorge Torres Ugarriza, some of the 
Latin-American Sections, of which 
Chile is one, are publishing a ** Quar* 
terly Letter ’* of Theosophical inform¬ 
ation, which is being sent to all 
Spanish-speaking Sections. 

At the end of March and the begin¬ 
ning of April this year w'e received a 
visit from Bro. Mofses Sevilla Moreno, 
of Argentina, who delivered a number 
of private and public lectures in Val¬ 
paraiso and Santiago, before going on 
to Peru, to spread there also the know¬ 
ledge of Theosophy. 

On October 11 Bro. Heriberto 
Sibdenbyrg died. He was the last sur- 
-^ivor of the group who founded Lodge 
Lob-Nor. A meeting in his memory 
was held on October 27, 1953. 

A Course on “ The Ancient Wis¬ 
dom ” is being carried on by means of 
subscriptions, to give a knowledge of the 
basic principles of Theosophy. An 
average of 40 people attend, who had 
previously manifested little interest in 
Theosophy, but now little by little their 


prejudices are being overcome, and we 
hope that before long they will become 
members of the Society. Written les¬ 
sons are distributed in instalments to 
the students, to avoid mistakes due to 
failure to understand. These lessons 
also serve as texts for study in study 
centres and Lodges of the Society in 
various cities of our country. 

In the matter of statistics regarding 
this Section, there are 4 Lodges dis¬ 
solved. The first of them Osin’s we 
decided to declare dissolved because 
it has not been possible to regularize 
its work and some of its members have 
withdrawn, leaving it with less than 7 
members, who did not meet during the 
year 1952-53. 

With regard to Lodges Arundhati, 
Maitrcya and Ananda, these have been 
dissolved, first, for not sending in any 
returns or paying the dues required, 
and secondly, because they have less 
than 7 members. The greater number 
of the members of Lodge Arundhati 
joined Lodge Servidores, at the invita¬ 
tion of Sister Aida Carreno Correa. 
Some of the members of the other tw’o 
Lodges have joined them also, and 
active and progressive work is being 
done there. 

The Chilean Section has 139 mem¬ 
bers, divided among ten Lodges, five 
of which are in Santiago, three in 
Valparaiso, one in Vifia del Mar and 
one in Antofagasta. 

Luis Tapia Alarcon, 
General Secretary. 


BRAZIL 


Headquarters .—Work is going for¬ 
ward in the matter of acquiring our 
own Headquarters building. For this 
purpose we have acquired three small 
houses, each with its own land, and the 
price of Cr. $360,000 is being met by 
three annual instalments of Cr. $120,000 


each. Plans for the building are being 
considered in collaboration with the 
City engineers. The Headquarters Con¬ 
struction Committee is composed of 
Sr. Gastao Sales, Sr. Armando Sales and 
Sra. H. Goulart Penteado. There are 
three sub-committees, each with three 
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members,engaged in collecting money for 
the Headquarters building : (1) Sale of 
“ Bricks ’’ Dept. (2) Social Committee, 
which organi 2 es monthly meetings with 
artistic performances given by mem¬ 
bers. There is also an Art Committee 
to arrange artistic performances, the 
performers being drawn especially from 
Lodge Orfeus, (3) A Committee deal¬ 
ing with lists of donors. 

Lodge Activities. —We are glad to 
announce the formation of Lodge Or¬ 
feus in Sao Paulo, which will be es¬ 
pecially dedicated to the Arts. All the 
City Lodges work harmoniously to¬ 
gether, meeting together monthly and 
attracting sympathisers to our ideals. 
Elementary leaflets on Theosophy are 
distributed. 

Social Section. —The usual Theo- 
sophical festivals were celebrated: Adyar 
Day, White Lotus Day, Founders Day. 
Id addition, on January 1 we organized 
a special Brotherhood meeting at the 
borne of '* O Pensamento at which 
we gathered together representatives of 
various religions, spiritualist movements 
and Masons. A special meeting was 
called to commemorate the passing of 
Brother C. JinarAjad&sa. Special refer¬ 
ence was made to his three visits to 
Brazil. 

Early in December 1932 the Brazil¬ 
ian S^tion extended hospitality to 
Senorita Luz Maria Durand, a distin¬ 
guished member of the Mexican Section 
and a well-known journalist and Theo- 
sophist. She gave three magnificent 
lectures on Adyar, Evolution and Indian 
Customs, respectively. A reception was 
given her at the residence of the Gener¬ 
al Secretary, Sr. Armando Sales, w'here 
there was music, recitations and a 
meditation led by Senorita Luz. From 
Sao Paulo .she went to Belo Horizonte, 
Salvador, Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, Porto 
Alegre and thence to Montevideo and 
Buenos Aires. In all the Brazilian cities 
she visited she lectured and increased 
the number of Lodge members. 


Headquarters has received numerous 
visits from members of the provincial 
Lodges and membersfrom abroad; mem¬ 
bers from Headquarters and the Sao 
Paulo Lodges have visited the other 
States of Brazil. 

At the national elections held on 
October 31, 1952, Brother Armando 
Sales w’as again elected (General Secre¬ 
tary) President and a very old member. 
Brother Virgilio Goulart Penteado, w*as 
elected Vice-President. 

By a majority vote of our National 
Section w’e supported Mr. N. Sri Ram 
as World President of the Theosophical 
Society. 

A Course in Theosophy has been 
carried on by four of our older mem¬ 
bers in turn during the period October 
1952 to August 1953. There was an 
average attendance of 30. It is proposed 
to arrange a more advanced course for 
next year, to be held at the Sao Paulo 
Lodge. 

Propaganda Depariment.^To facil¬ 
itate the spread of Theosophy in our 
country we have published a book 
under the title Conduct and Meditation 
which includes the following three small 
works: At the Feet of the Master hy 
Alcyone, Ateake, Sons of Light (anony¬ 
mous), and Meditation for Beginners by 
Wedgwood, and a list of the monthly 
virtues. We have in addition published 
a new edition of First Principles by 
C. Jinarijad&sa, translated from the 8th 
Edition which contains the new chapter 
on Nature and Beauty. This is attract¬ 
ing many students of Theosophy and 
will aid the Lodges when drawing up 
their programme of studies. This 
Department also carries on extensive 
correspondence with members and sym¬ 
pathisers, as well as sending lecturers 
to tour the country and visit Lodges in 
the interior. In addition it distributes 
propaganda leaflets on Theosophy. 

Our p^ciai Magazine. —Last year 
I appealed to members to support 
O Teosofista, our official organ, and 
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reviewed the financial difficulties con* 
fronting us in this matter. As they 
could not be entirely overcome we met 
our expenses by issuing the Review bi* 
monthly instead of monthly. Again 
I appeal for support and fresh subscrip* 
tions for at least a year. Paper for the 
Review was furnished by the General 
Secretary, Sr. Armando Sales. 

Memlxrthip .—Again this year it is 
not possible for us to present an exact 
account of membership changes, since 
a large number of Lodges have not 
submitted their returns or have omitted 
the information when sending. For us 
to be able to present this information, 
it has been necessary to consider the 
returns of two earlier years, and that 
does not show a true result: 


As far as we can ascertain the figures 
are: 

Total membership in the 
previous year ... 829 

Members joining during the 
year ... 134 

Members rejoining or re¬ 
newing activity ... 19 982 

Members lapsed ... 71 

Members resigned or lost 9 
Members who have died ... 6 86 


Total active members ... 896 

Armando Sales, 
Oenerai Secretary. 


BULGARIA 
No Report 


ICELAND 


The work in Iceland has been carried 
on in much the same manner as in 
preceding years. A new Lodge was 
founded in the northern part of the 
country, named Well, and now the 
Lodges are 8 in number. 

I think the main event within the 
Section was the visit of Mr. Martinus, 
a Danish gentleman, w’ho has his own 
system of thought, very similar to 
Theosophy. He claims to have obtained 
cosmic consciousness and is indeed a 
remarkable man. Some here in Iceland 
are very interested in his teachings. 

The magazine of the Society Gangleri 
has been issued twice, as usual. 

I was in charge of a study group 
named “ The Black Rose which is a 
symbolical name, once given to the 
most mystic Khool in ancient Persia. 


The meetings of the Lodges here in 
Reykjavik have been well attended. 
Some new members have joined our 
ranks. 

The Order of Service has been 
active. 

I think I may mention that last 
summer I gave lectures in the pulpits 
of four churches in Iceland, not ex¬ 
actly on Theosophy, of course, but all 
very Theosophical in spirit. This is a 
good example of the freemindedness of 
Icelandic clergymen, and perhaps this 
could not have taken place in any 
other country then Iceland. On the 
whole the future is promising. 

The number of members in this 
Section stands at 287, an increase of 
44 over the previous year. 

Gretar Fells, 
General Secretary. 
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SPAIN 
No Report 


PORTUGAL 


The Lodges in this Section continued 
their normal work. Lodge Root Hoomi 
has not had its meetings during this 
year because of some difficulties of its 
members, but it is not extinguished 
and we hope its activities will con¬ 
tinue next year. We have a new Lodge 
Dhartna at Oporto, which began its 
work with the regular attendance of 
7 members. The situation of the other 
Lodges is more or less the same as last 
year and they continued all activities. 

Membership. —We have now 234 
members in 13 Lodges. 

We have celebrated this year as 
usual the great Theosophical festivals 
—Foundation Day, Adyar Day and 
White Lotus Day. We had general 
meetings every fortnight to give to 


all members a more intimate contact 
with the Theosophical teachings, under 
the form of questions and answers. 

Mr. Felix Bermudes was elected 
General Secretary. 

Many young members came into the 
Society, giving all their strength and 
enthusiasm to help the work and 
the Masters’ service. 

We regret that it was not possible 
for the Society in Portugal to be re¬ 
presented in the International or 
European Theosophical activities, on 
account of particular circumstances of 
the members. 

Concerning the financial situation, 
the life of the Section goes on with 
many difficulties, but it has been pos¬ 
sible to maintain a financial balance. 

Felix Bermudes, 
General Secretary. 


WALES 


Membership.'^During this period 17 
new members were enrolled and one 
member was re-instated. There were 
7 resignations, 2 deaths, 6 lapsed, and 
3 transferred to other Sections. The 
gains were 18 and the losses 18. Our 
total membership is 178. 

Though we have a number of new 
members each year there is no increase 
to report. The disappointing factor is 
the number of members who from year 
to year lapse because they do not 
maintain contact with Lodges or 
Headquarters. The other day I en¬ 
rolled the S86th member of the Society 
in Wales, f.e., since it received its 


Charter in 1922. Some of the mem¬ 
bers—quite a number—have transferred 
to other Sections (England, Scotland, 
Australia, South Africa) and continue 
to be active members, but a larger 
number have apparently lost interest, 
resigned or lapsed. The number of 
those who lapse is generally speaking 
higher than those who resign. One 
wonders whether this applies to other 
Sections also, and whether it denotes a 
failure on our part to keep the interest 
of members. 

Oar Annual Convention was held in 
May at Colwyn Bay, North Wales with 
Mrs. Ransom as our guest of honour. 
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This gathering was very inspiring and 
greatly helped the Colxcyn Lodge 
which was meeting various difficulties. 

Visitors to theS€ction.—-\We continue 
to be grateful for the help of Lecturers 
from other Sections of the British Isles 
and Ireland. 

Young Thtosophists.-“l am glad to 
be able to report the addition of several 
new members to this group. A new 
liaison officer has been appointed who 
is capable and enthusiastic—Miss Zoe 
Rhodes—a member of the Cotwyn Bay 
Lodge. She has learnt to speak and 
write the Welsh language since she 
came to live in Wales, and is in touch 
with Welsh organizations. 

Co’operation with other Organita* 
tions. —There is, happily, much evidence 
in Wales of the growth of Internation¬ 
al Friendship, especially amongst the 
younger generation. The Welsh Com¬ 
mittee of U.N.E.S.C.O. and the As¬ 
sociation for Education in World 
Citzensbip are doing most valuable 
work for the rising generation. We 
have had lectures from our platform 
from the South Wales Organizer of 
U.N.A. and the Chairman of the As¬ 
sociation for Education in World 
Citizenship—lectures which were truly 
Theosophical. Members of the Cardiff 
Lodge continue to be active in the work 
of the British Council. 

The International Musical Festival 
which has been held at Llangollen, 


North Wales, for 7 years in succession 
is quite unique in character. 20 Nations 
were represented at this summer Festi¬ 
val—all young people—and it was 
visited by H. M. The Queen and the 
Duke of Edinburgh on the occasion of 
their Coronation visit to Wales. 

The National CoMfictV met 3 times 
during the year. 

The meetings of the Council of the 
European Federation were attended by 
the General Secretary and the National 
Treasurer. 

Headquarters Premises. —Further re¬ 
pairs and decorations of our Headquar¬ 
ters building have been carried out and 
we have bought 50 chairs to add to the 
beauty and comfort of our lecture hall. 
We have now a piano and an organ in 
our hall—on loan. 

Conc/MSfon.-^We still have not re¬ 
gained the ground lost during the war. 
Our great need still is for workers, who 
are free and able to lecture, to concent¬ 
rate on areas in which activity lapsed 
during the war years. In a country 
like Wales—small though it is—with 
its motto of: “ Y Gwir Yn erby Y byd ’* 
(The Truth against the World) which 
has come down to us from very ancient 
times, there should be greater and 
wider appreciation of Theosophy 
and its Message. 

E. Claudia Owen, 
General Secretary. 


POLAND 
No Report 


URUGUAY 

On 29th August the 27th Annual memory of Mr. JinarSjadftsa by a talk 
Convention was held with a numer- on the work which he had done for the 
ous assembly of members and visit- Society and by repeating the words of 
ors. Homage was rendered to the the Master K.H.: “ The Chiefs desire 
9 
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a Universal Brotherhood of Humanity; 
the starting of a real Universal Bro* 
therhood; an institution that will be 
known throughout the world and will 
attract the attention of the highest 
minds." 

During the year 24 
new members have joined, 23 have 
resigned and 1 has died. The total 
membership is now 78. One new 
Lodge has been formed which has been 
named Lodge Blavatsky, bringing the 
number to 7 Lodges. 

Theosophical Work .—All the Lodges 
have been working regularly at the 
Salon Social, taking up and studying 
subjects dealing w’ith Theosophy, Art, 
Science and other matters of general 
interest. In February we had a visit 
from Miss Luz Maria Durand, who 
gave several lectures at Headquarters 


and in public halls, attracting a large 
audience. Also Mr. Mario Radaelli 
gave some lectures at the Ateneo on 
Theosophical subjects and, being an 
artist, held an exhibition of pictures 
which attracted much attention. 

Library .—The Library has had a 
regular attendance of members and as* 
sociates; some additions have been 
made both of new books and of new 
editions of others. 

Young Tkeosophists .—An attempt is 
being made to form a Young Thee* 
sophists* Group, but this has not yet 
crystallized ; we hope that this will be 
realized in time. 

The festivals of the Society were all 
suitably celebrated. 

Enrique F. Molina, 
General Secretary. 


PUERTO RICO 


We have had an increase of six 
members. Two have died and one 
resigned, leaving a total of 99 members. 

Weare progressing slowly but surely. 

We celebrated our Annual Conven¬ 
tion in April. It was very successful 
for 70 members attended, the largest 
number we have had for a long time. 
As usual, w'e prepared a vegetarian 
lunch and all visitors stayed all day 
with us and we enjoyed a very delight¬ 
ful and fraternal day. We discussed 
aflairs concerning the Lodge work and 
made plans for the coming year to do 
more successful work for the Society. 

We are giving a Radio Program 
every Sunday morning at 9.30—10. 
This is divided into two parts, one for 
a lady and the other for a man so as 
to break the monotony of the voice. 
In the first part we give a program 
prepared in Olcott, Wheaton, trans¬ 
late into Spanish. The course con¬ 
tains 52 radio talks and is very good. 
For the other 15 minutes selections of a 


devotional type are given. We intend 
to print all the whole set of programs 
in Spanish to help the Spanish-speak¬ 
ing Sections in their work if they desire 
to use them. 

The Herald still continues in mimeo¬ 
graph. It is doing good work. We 
translate the best articles from all 
the magazines for the benefit of those 
Spanish Sections which do not read 
English. We send it free of charge 
all over South and Central America 
and Mexico. 

Mr. Augusto Plard, our former 
General Secretary, still continues his 
work. He gives lectures on different 
subjects every Sunday morning. This 
year he has given a series on A Study 
in Consciousneee and another on 
Voga, both books by Annie Besant. 

We have had the privilege of having 
with us Dr. Eduardo Alfonso from 
Madrid, Spain. Besides being Doctor 
of Medicine, he is a Thcosophist and a 
fine lecturer. He has been touring in 
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South America for the last five years, 
and has also visited Central America, 
Mexico and Cuba. He is giving a 
series of lectures in our Sectional 
building and is attracting crowds of 
people to hear him, which is fine pro* 
paganda for the Society. 

We are in need of more Spanish 
Lecturers. I am sure we would do 
much better if we had more of them 
coming oftener. The result could be 
seen when Senorita Durand came last 
year. 

We have celebrated all the special 
festivals of the Society and also con* 
tributed to the Ad>'ar Fund, the A.B.C. 


Fund and now we are collecting for 
Brother Raja's Fund as suggest^ by 
our President Mr. Srt Ram. 

The attendance at public meetings 
shows that the world is anxious for in¬ 
formation and is trying to investigate. 
Some people grasp the ideas at once, 
others are not yet prepared, but we have 
to keep on planting, that is our work. 
Gradually the dogmas of religions will 
be overcome and the barriers between 
them and Theosophy will be broken 
down and thus the work for a better 
world will be started. 

Esperanza C. Hopgood, 

General Secretary. 


RUMANIA 
No Report 


YUGOSLAVIA 
No Report 


CEYLON 


The year under review has been one 
of intense activity for our members. 
Many changes have occurred during 
this period, including the formation of 
a new Lodge named the Besant Lodge. 
There has also been added a third 
Lodge called the Olcott Lodge of which 
one of our long-standing members, Mr. 
D. L. F. Pedris is the President. This 
Lodge is situated at No. 104 Barnes 
Place, Colombo, for the convenience of 
the student members who form the 
majority in this Lodge. It was in¬ 
augurated on Foundation Day, 17tb 
November 1953. 

During the course of the year we 
bad the privilege of listening to lectures 
from many leading Theosophical work¬ 


ers who passed through Colombo, in¬ 
cluding our new President Mr. N. Sri 
Ram and Mrs. Bhagirathi Sri Ram, Mr. 
Odo A. Barry, Mr. M. Subramaniam, 
Mr. Geoffrey Hodson and Miss Emma 
Hunt. 

The visits of the President and Mrs. 
Sri Ram and Mr. M. Subramaniam 
marked the beginning of a remarkable 
revival in the activities of our Lodges 
and of the Society in general through¬ 
out the Island. The President was 
accorded a Civic Reception by the 
Mayor and Members of the Municipal 
Council of Colombo, and he delivered 
a number of addresses at the Town 
Hall, Central Y.M.C.A., and Besant 
Hall (at a reception accorded to him by 
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the members of the various Lodges) 
and also a broadcast talk over the Radio. 

Mr. M. Subramaniam followed up 
the revival thus initiated by the Presi* 
dent, and in the course of a tour 
through some of the principal cities of 
Ceylon delivered no less than 40 lec* 
tures and talks during a period of a 
little over two months. We wish to 
place on record our grateful thanks for 
his untiring efforts to promote the work 
of the Society in Ceylon. As a result 
of his visit one new Lodge has been 
inaugurated in the Galle District named 
Shanti Lodge, and one in Colombo. 

There is every possibility of three 
more Lodges being formed in the near 
future and it is confidently hoped that 
the President’s wish for reviving the 
Section will thus be fulfilled. 

An event of great interest to all our 
members and their friends who attend¬ 
ed it was the whole-day Convention 
held at Sri Palee Institute, Horana, on 
the 27th of September, when more than 
60 persons, including some children, 


participated in the proceedings. The 
Presidential Agent, Mr. N. K. Choksy, 
welcomed the delegates and at the end 
of an interesting day’s proceedings the 
students of the Sri Palee Institute 
staged an entertainment which was 
much appreciated by all present on that 
occasion. Thirteen new members were 
enrolled during the course of the Con¬ 
vention. It has been decided to hold 
such Conventions annually and our 
thanks are due to all those who helped 
in making a success of this year’s event. 

A further indication of the keen in¬ 
terest which members of our Lodges 
are taking in ail the activities of the 
Society is seen in the considerable 
number of those members and their 
friends who have registered their names 
for the Annual International Conven¬ 
tion at Adyar this December. 

The number of Lodges on Septem¬ 
ber 30, 1953 was 2, with 64 members. 

N. K. Choksy, 
Presidential Agents 


GREECE 


Although in the previous year two 
Lodges, Orpheus and Light, were dis¬ 
solved, the work of the Greek Section 
continued regularly during the period. 

A new Lodge under the name of 
Agapi (Love) was established in Kala- 
mata. The old Lodge Erevna (Search) 
in Patras resumed its operations. 

The Lodge Blavatshy-Olcott, totall¬ 
ing ten members, which was directly 
attached to Adyar, rejoined the Greek 
National Section to the great satis¬ 
faction of all. Consequently the num¬ 
ber of the Lodges in the Greek Section 
is now seven and of members 199. 

Our Library operates regularly and 
our journal Theosophical Deltion is 
being published quarterly. 

During the Convention on February 
9th, 1953, Brother K. Prinaris who was 


General Secretary since 1929 was made 
a Life Honorary Past General Secre¬ 
tary and Brother K. Melissaropoulos 
was elected General Secretary. White 
Lotus Day was commemorated with 
enthusiasm and great success. On the 
17th November 1953, the 78th anni¬ 
versary of the establishment of the 
Theosophical Society was celebrated 
and a Public Lecture delivered by the 
General Secretary in the biggest Lec¬ 
ture Hall of Athens. 

We hope that the Greek Section will 
continue its work of cultivating and 
disseminating the Theosophical princi¬ 
ples, amongst which the idea of Uni¬ 
versal Brotherhood comes first. 

Kostis Melissaropoulos, 
General Secretary. 
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central AMERICA 


During the last year of my period as 
General Secretary of the Central Ameri* 
can Section, a Lodge, Lodge Gtiosia of 
Guatemala, which was almost on the 
point of dissolving, was revived with 
ten members and is working with a 
devoted leadership. 

Lodge Shakti of Costa Rica, which 
formerly was a Youth Lodge, has 
transformed itself into a regular Lodge 
with ten members. They are all now 
over 30 years of age. It has not been 
found possible to reorganiae Lodge 
Sino of Alajueia, Costa Rica, but we 
have not yet withdrawn their Charter. 
We have had this year 13 people join* 
ing the Society. Lodge Virya, San 


Josd, Costa Rica, consists of 34 mem¬ 
bers who form a truly determined 
group much consecrated to service. 
This group was formed for persons, 
nearly all of them, of high preparedness 
and truly devoted to our cause. 

Our great and constant endeavour 
has been to spread reverence towards 
the Divine Spirit in every human heart. 
Three circulars have been sent out to 
the Lodges of Central America making 
suggestions to carry on the work with 
greater success. 

The number of Lodges stands at 10 
with 148 members. 

Amalia db Sotela, 

General Secretary. 


PARAGUAY 
No Report 


PERU 


No Report 


PHILIPPINES 


With the object of revitalizing the 
Lodges, visits were made by the 
General Secretary and some appointed 
National Lecturers to the different 
Lodges in Manila and the two Lodges 
in the province of Nueva Ecija. During 
these visits, the importance and signi¬ 
ficance of Lodge w*ork was stressed and 
Theosophical lectures were delivered. 

A Symposium on Religion was held 
for twelve Sundays from March 22 to 
June 14. A representative of a reli* 
gious sect or denomination spoke on 
each Sunday for about an hour, after 


which he answered questions from the 
audience. The theme of the Symposium 
was the personal reason or reasons why 
one has accepted a given religion. The 
following religious organizations exist¬ 
ing in the Philippines were represented 
in the Symposium: Roman Catholic 
Church, PhilippinelndependentChurch, 
Liberal Catholic Church, Methodist 
Church, Philippine Episcopal Church, 
Seventh Day Adventist, Jehovah’s Wit¬ 
nesses, Salvation Army, Buddhists, 
Spiritualists and Freethinkers. The most 
important result of this Symposium was 
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the realization of the various religious 
groups that the Theosophical Society is 
the forum of all religions. 

After the Symposium, public lectures 
were given in the National Head* 
quarters from 4. 30 to 6. OO P. M. on 
the second, third and fourth Sundays of 
each month. Mrs. Dominga L. Reyes 
spoke on The Eternal Life, From Sin 
to Love, and Knowledge, Love and 
Wisdom. Dr. Juliana C. Pineda talked 
on The World Mother. The General 
Secretary gave a series of lectures on 
the Philosophy of Desirelessness and 
the Philosophy of Discrimination. It 
is believed that these lectures were 
largely responsible for attracting the 
new members. 

Monthly inter-Lodge meetings were 
held on the first Sunday of each 
month since February, each meeting 
being sponsored by one or two Lodges 
jointly. The meetings were held in 
the National Headquarters or in the 
meeting place of the Lodge that spon¬ 
sored the meeting. 

Since February 8, a Study Class on 
Elementary Theosophy has been con¬ 
ducted every Sunday in the National 


Headquarters. Sr. Francisco T. Escu- 
dero has been ably directing this 
class. 

The General Secretary has also been 
conducting a class on the Occult Inter¬ 
pretation of the Bible every third and 
fourth Sunday of each month since 
June. 

White Lotus Day and the Wesak 
Festival were fittingly celebrated with 
meditation meetings on May 8 and 
May 29, respectively. 

With the help of some earnest young 
members, we were able to revive the 
publication of our official organ, The 
Lotus, which we shall endeavour to 
publish monthly. 

The number of Lodges stands at 13, 
with 159 members. Last year we re¬ 
ported 315 members and 14 Lodges. 
This large reduction in number of mem¬ 
bers is due to the fact that during 
the year under review the many in¬ 
active members included in last year's 
statistics were removed from the rolls. 

The General Secretary is at present 
the Chairman of the Philosophy De¬ 
partment of the Far Eastern University 
in Manila. 

Benito F. Reyes, 
General Secretary. 


COLOMBIA 


The following new Lodges were 
formed in the city of Caracas, Vene¬ 
zuela : 


Blavatsky 

Heracles 

Amor 

Fratemidad . 

Pitagoras 

Vargas 


November 1952 
January 22, 1953 
April 24. 1953 
April 27. 1953 
May 30. 1953 
June 7, 1953 


The number of active Lodges in this 
Section including those in Venezuela 
increased from 9, a.s reported last year, 
to 18. Six new Lodges were formed 
and three became active again. 

The total number of active members 
increased from 107 last year to 184. 


Of this increase 46 are new admissions 
and 24 readmissions. 

Publications. —We have discontinued 
the publication of our magazine Revista 
Theosofica Colombiana and instead of 
it we are publishing now a 32‘page 
pamphlet every two or three months 
for distribution to our Lodges. During 
the year covered by this report four 
pamphlets have been issued. 

CoRiNA Martinez S., 

General Secretary. 

On September 23, 1953 the seven 
Lodges in Venezuela formed the Theo¬ 
sophical Society in Venezuela, the fifty- 
first Section to be chartered by the 
Theosophical Society. 
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BRITISH EAST AFRICA 


During the year under report the 
Society maintained its efforts to spread 
the message of Theosophy in East 
Africa, covering Kenya, Uganda, Tan¬ 
ganyika, Zanzibar and Pemba. 

Atlyar .—On behalf of the members 
of the Theosophical Society in East 
Africa, I take this opportunity to send 
our loving and loyal greetings to the 
President, Mr. N. Sri Ram, for his 
unceasing labours and his splendid 
service for the cause of Theosophy and 
for the helping of humanity throughout 
the world. 

Memhtnhip.^^t had 229 members 
on the rolls on 1st October, 1952. 
There were 35 admissions and 5 re¬ 
signations, bringing the membership 
on the rolls as on 30th September 1953 
to 259, showing an increase of 30. 

Lodges .—A new Lodge was formed 
in Kampala (Uganda) and w*e have 
now 4 in Kenya, 2 in Uganda. 2 in 
Tanganyika, 1 in Zanzibar, and 1 in 
Pemba, and there arc signs of the 
formation of a fifth Lodge in Kenya 
at Mombasa. Thus we have at present 
10 Lodges in the East African Section. 

Annual Convention .—Our last Con¬ 
vention was held at Zanzibar on 3rd 
April, 1953. It was a happy and 
very successful Convention. Delegates 
came from Nairobi, Mombasa, Dar- 
Es-Salaam and Pemba, and it was 
marked by the unusually large attend¬ 
ance of the local members and sym¬ 
pathisers. A most friendly and en¬ 
thusiastic spirit was manifested, and 
departing members said that they 
wished it could begin all over again. 
Our honorary President was Mr. Dwar- 
kadas Morarji Shah, who after a 
befitting speech, requested Mr. Harji- 
van Kalidas Mehta of Bhavnagar, 
specially invited to preside over this 
Convention, to take the chair and 
conduct the affairs of the Convention. 
This he did splendidly well. He 
called on all present so to conduct 


themselves that the illumination and 
blessings of the Elder Brethren might 
give inspiration to the work. During 
all the three days of the Convention he 
urged the necessity of a united effort 
to bring the teachings of Theosophy 
to help solve East African as well as 
world problems. The presence of Mr. 
Harjivan Kalidas Mehta sustained the 
Convention activities with lively in¬ 
terest, and there was a fine strong note 
and evidence of renewed confidence. 

A Question and Answer meeting was 
held and provided an interesting and 
instructive period. At night a Social 
Gathering was held and a pleasant time 
was spent with music, dance and 
dialogues. Thus a happy Convention 
was brought to a close. 

Lecture Tour in Bast 4/rictf.—Im¬ 
mediately after the business of the 
Convention was over, our guest of 
honour Mr. Harjivan Kalidas Mehta, 
accompanied by our retiring General 
Secretary, Mr. Dwarkadas M. Shah 
and Mrs. Dwarkadas M. Shah, started 
on an East Africa lecture tour. At 
all important places where we have 
our L^ges they tried their best to 
create interest in the Society’s work 
among the members by special Lodge 
meetings, personal talks and friendly 
discussions, and also took opportunity 
by public lectures to spread the message 
of Theosophy among the Europeans, 
Asians and Africans. Mr. Mehta gave 
addresses to Rotary Clubs, Sport 
clubs. Students and Teachers As¬ 
sociations, Social clubs and women’s 
organisations and also spoke on Indian 
life and Indian womanhood. 

During the tour Mr. Harjivan Kalidas 
Mehta travelled 7000 miles by boat, 
railway, aeroplanes and motorcars. He 
gave public lectures, about 90 in Gujrati 
and about 19 in English. At L^ge 
meetings and evening parties he gave 
92 short but very instructive talks. 
Two dormant Lodges were revived 
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by enlisting the co-operation of the old 
members. A new centre was opened 
at Kampala, which did good spade 
work towards the later successful forma¬ 
tion of a Lodge, The Nile Lodge, with 
12 members on the roll. 

During the tour, Mr. Harjivan Kali- 
das Mehta paid visits to Prisons, Leper 
Hospitals, Mental Hospitals, Nursery 
Schools, Gymnasiums, Asian, African 
and European Hospitals, and in¬ 
directly by a note of love and brother¬ 
hood explained that the greatest need 
now was universal brotherhood, which 
is the cardinal principle of our Society. 

Thus during his stay in East Africa 
from 1st February to 7th May 1953— 
for full three months—he made every 
attempt to strengthen the Section, and 
intensify the spread of Theosophical 
teachings throughout the length and 
breadth of East Africa by presenting 
Theosophy in newer and simple ways 
suited to present-day requirements. 
In Zanzibar and Pemba he conducted 
study classes. 

Overseas Vrsi/ora.—During the year 
we welcomed Mr. I. Petelin from Aus¬ 
tralia, Mr. and Mrs. Coats from London, 
Dr. Yagnik from India, Mr. A. B. 
Purani from Pondicherry and others. 


Mr. and Mrs. Coats, both International 
Lecturers, gave talks in all the Lodges, 
and by their visit the Section was 
greatly benefitted. 

The PresidenTs passing. —On receipt 
of the sorrowful news of the passing of 
our President, Mr. C. Jinar&jadftsa, 
special meetings in all L<^ges in East 
Africa were held, and members present 
offered prayers with a stream of love 
and reverence for a great server and 
a great teacher in the cause of inter¬ 
national friendship and brotherhood. 
Messages were sent to Adyar Head¬ 
quarters in words befitting the sorrow¬ 
ful event. 

Publicity Work. —Owing to the 
necessity for economy the publication 
of the National Magazine ^urabh has 
been temporarily postponed. Special 
advertising in newspapers, distribution 
of small Theosophical pamphlets and 
booklets, and the visits of well-known 
Theosophists like our present President, 
Mr. N. Sri Ram, Mr. and Mrs. Rohit 
Mehta and Mr. Harjivan K. Mehta, 
have yielded considerable advantage 
and benefit to the Section. 

V. H. Kapadia, 
General Secretary. 


PAKISTAN 


The work of the six Lodges and 
one Centre in Pakistan has continued 
smoothly during the year under report. 

Together with Theosophists every¬ 
where, our members have shared the 
loss of the passing away during the 
year of our ex-President Mr. C. Jina- 
r&jadasa. Special memorial meetings 
in his memory were held at the Lodges 
in Karachi, Hyderabad and Quetta. 

The Karachi Lodge lost, during the 
year, its oldest and founding member 
Mr. D. P. Kotwal at the age of 87 years. 
Mr. Kotwal was one of the few recently 
living members who had met the 


Founder, Madame Blavatsky, personal¬ 
ly. He devoted his entire life to the 
work of the Theosophical Society and 
hundreds of members have been in¬ 
spired and guided by him in Theosoph¬ 
ical work. 

The W'ork of the Karachi Lodge con¬ 
tinues to be the mainstay of Theosoph¬ 
ical work in Pakistan. The Lodge this 
year show ed an increase of 13 members. 
Its activities are well organized and 
responded to both by members and the 
public. The Lodge is collecting funds 
to renovate its premises with a view to 
improving its public Lecture Hall. 
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enlarging its Library and Reading 
Room, and adding a Members Room and 
Secretary’s Office to the premises. The 
Lodge has collected over Rs. 43,000/o 
for the purpose but still needs many 
thousands more to reach the target of 
Rs. 70,000/-. Besides its varied acti¬ 
vities, members of the Lodge are busy 
with work of Social Service in different 
fields in the City. The Lodge is also 
giving strong support to the work of 
the United Nations Association in 
Pakistan. Recently it was invited to 
participate in a Seminar on " Teaching 
about the United Nations" and sent 
six delegates to the same. 

The work of the other Lodges has 
continued steadily, although under most 
difficult circumstances. The work in 
Pakistan particularly causes anxiety as 


old workers are passing away. Lectur¬ 
ers and Lodge organizers are badly 
needed in Pakistan. 

During the year under report, the 
Section was visited by Srimati Ruk- 
mini Devi, Miss Helen Zahara and 
Mr. J. B. S. Coats. These visits have 
greatly helped the w’ork of the Lodges 
in Karachi and Hyderabad. 

The Presidential Agent also visited 
Quetta during the year and paid two 
visits to Hyderabad. Due to the long 
distance and heavy expenses involved, 
a visit to East Pakistan has not yet 
been undertaken. 

The total membership on 30th Sep¬ 
tember 1953 was 312. 

G. K. Minwalla, 
Presidential Agent. 


MALAYA AND SINGAPORE 
No Report 


NORTHERN IRELAND 


The Theosophical Society in Nor¬ 
thern Ireland has done a useful year's 
work. Meetings were held regularly at 
Headquarters in Belfast and also in 
the Knock suburb of the city and at 
Bangor, Coleraine and Whitehouse. 
Coleraine Lodge held meetings in the 
towns of Portrush and Portstewart as 
well as in Coleraine. Belfast members 
also visited isolated members in Lon¬ 
donderry and Ballycastle and kept up 
correspondence with other outlying 
members. The distribution of our 
population, in one large city and a 
number of very small towns, makes it 
hard to form groups outside Belfast. 

Visiting lecturers included Mrs. 
Berry, Mrs.Groves,Captain H.W. Muir- 
son Blake, Mrs. Law*, Mrs. Hornidge, 
Mr. U. G. Krishnamurti and Miss 
10 


Blanch. All our visitors made valuable 
contributions to our work, and many 
of them placed us under a deep debt of 
gratitude by coming to visit us at their 
own expense. 

There has been a downward trend 
in membership, arising from a number 
of coinciding circumstances—deaths, 
removals, the demands of home life, 
the fact that a number of those who 
joined when membership rose some 
years ago have probably reached " sa¬ 
turation point", and a low intake of 
new members. But the heart of our 
work seems quite healthy and we are 
more fortunate than many places in our 
workers and in the high proportion of 
members willing to undertake some 
degree of responsibility. In an area 
where the scattered nature of the 
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membership makes it necessary for 
groups to meet often in private houses, 
we are blessed also with some very 
kind and generous hostesses. 

At our annual Convention in May, 
1953, with the President’s approval, 
advantage was taken of the new Rule 
35 (6) of the International rules to 
transform the Theosophical Society in 


Northern Ireland from a Presidential 
Agency to a Federation. Dr. Shearman, 
formerly Presidential Agent, was elected 
Organising Secretary of the new Fed* 
eration, and Mr. Alfred Hoy was 
re-elected Treasurer. 

Hugh Shearman, 
Organizing Secretary, 


VIET-NAM 


In April we organi 2 ed a Meeting of 
all religious sects (except the Catholic) 
at the Headquarters of the Theosophi¬ 
cal Society, to listen to addresses by 
various people belonging to the differ¬ 
ent sects, on a single subject: ** Ought 
one to see life through rose-coloured 
spectacles or black ? ” The following 
six sects participated: 

1. Northern Buddhism (Mahayana) 

2. Southern Buddhism (Hinayana) 

3. Association of Women Buddhists 

4. Caodaistes 

5. Buddhists practising at home 

(Tonh-do-Cu-si) 

6. Buddhism Renewed (Tam Tong 

M ieu). 

We took advantage of this meeting to 
distribute free copies of seven books on 
Theosophy: 

1. The Path leading to 

the Masters 

2. The Existence of the 

Masters and the 

physical bodies of 

the Masters 

3. The‘Shadow’of the 

Buddha 

4. Probation and Ac¬ 

ceptance 

5. Advice from the 

Master 

6. Theosophy 

7. At the Feet of the 

Master 


We have organized a lending Library 
and a Lecture Hall at the Headquarters 
of the Society. They are open to the 
public each day, except on Mondays, 
from 8 to 12 in the morning. 

We first of all instituted a *' Weekly 
Talk ”, but these meetings were not a 
success, because the Headquarters is 
too far away from the centre of the 
town of Saigon (5 kilometres). We 
therefore replaced the weekly talk by 
a monthly one. Now the public which 
come is much more numerous, thanks 
partly to the announcements in the 
daily papers. 

We have sent out each month to 
each of our members a bulletin con¬ 
taining a Theosophical course ; this has 
been replaced now by a Review en¬ 
titled Dao Hoc, which means **The 
Path which leads to the Truth This 
Review was issued on October 15, 
1953 with an edition of 3,000 copies. 

We have carried out intensive propa¬ 
ganda in the local press, endeavouring 
to create the maximum sale possible of 
the Theosophical books in Vietnamese 
mentioned above, selling them in the 
bookshops and in the home. As a 
result we have been able to distribute 
a large number of copies this year, 
either by sale, or by free distribution. 

Meml^rship .—In this year the num¬ 
ber of members has been increased by 
57, which brings the total number to 
268. 


Extracts 
from the 
book The 
Masters 
and the 
Path 
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Work in the hranchee .—Meetings 
are held regularly* once a week in some 
Lodges* or twice a week in others. The 
Lodge An Gtang at Chaudoc has done 
good work ; three of its members have 
just finished commentaries on At the 
Feet of the Master. The work they 
have done can be very useful to a great 
number of readers less instructed than 
themselves, who. without this, would 
not be able to grasp the sense and the 
beauty of the teachings of this little 
book which is of such high spiritual 
value. 

In addition to the activities men¬ 
tioned above* we have already con¬ 
structed an orphanage, which will be 
inaugurated during the course of this 
month. At the outset we shall com¬ 


mence by receiving ten babies who 
have been abandoned* to bring them 
up until they attain their majority. 
Afterwards we shall continue to receive 
others, each time in groups of ten, 
according to the measure of our material 
possibilities. 

Since our country is now going 
through a very difficult time it is not 
possible to carry out as active propa¬ 
ganda for Theosophy as we would have 
liked to do. Nevertheless, we work like 
the bees; we gather material during the 
light* and make honey in the dark. 
We progress definitely* though by small 
steps. 

Pham-Ncoc-Da, 
General Secretary. 


STATE OF ISRAEL 


Although we had a very difficult 
year one Lodge has been established 
here. A second one, the Israel Lodge, 
will be established in the very near 
future. Meetings of all members are 
rare owing to transport and com¬ 
munication difficulties. 

From time to time visits to immigra¬ 
tion camps are being made by the 
Presidential Agent and his wife, where 
some social work is done. 

The circulation of Theosophical 
books from the limited number we 
have received from the Theosophical 
Society in Europe has been relatively 
active. We need more English text¬ 
books to carry out the work of spread¬ 
ing Theosophy with greater strength. 

A Committee of four members has 
been charged with the translation into 
Hebrew of The Key to Theosophy by 
H. P. Blavatsky* and The Ancient 
Wisdom, by Annie Besaot. 

The re-establishment of '* The As¬ 
sociation of Hebrew Theosophists ** 
under the new style of International 


Association of Hebrew Theosophists " 
has also been decided, the situation 
being cleared up* and its objects 
defined, vis.: 

(а) To raise funds from members 
and sympathizers to complete the 
erection of the Synagogue in Adyar. 
The requested funds should be directly 
forwarded to Headquarters, Adyar* 
under the heading “Synagogue Funds”. 

(б) To supply to the Adyar Library 
Hebrew books in English* French and 
Hebrew on Jewish religion, mysticism 
and occultism. 

(c) To invite members and sym¬ 
pathizers to make a comparative study 
of the same with Theosophy and world 
religions. 

The number of members in Israel 
stands at 19. 

It is our hope to form a National 
Society as soon as the seven Lodges 
are established in Israel. 

I. S. Cohen* 
Presidential Agent, 
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JAPAN 
No Report 


VENEZUELA 


In September 1953 the Lodges in 
Venezuela became the fifty-first Section 
to be chartered by the Theosophical 
Society. Prior to that time, the work in 
this country was under the direction of 
the Theosophical Society in Colombia. 
With the co-operation of the Colombian 
Section and through the efforts of 
members in Venezuela, new Lodges 
have been organized this year bringing 
the total to the seven necessary for the 
formation of a Section. These seven 


Lodges are: H. P, Biavatsky, Hera^ 
cUst Nueve Circle, Amor, Fraternidad, 
Pitagorae and Vargas. The Section 
Charter was dated 23rd September, 
1953. 

At the meeting held on October 4, 
Sefior Pablo Bonilla T. w'as elected 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Venezuela. 

The number of members in this 
new Section is 49. 


CANADIAN FEDERATION 


The Canadian Federation again re¬ 
ports an increased membership during 
the past year, although we have lost 
two old and valuable members in the 
passing of Mr. L. D. Chesman of Vic¬ 
toria and Mrs. E. Marshallsay of Van¬ 
couver. We have the pleasure of 
welcoming a new- Lodge, H.P.B. Lodge 
of Toronto, Ontario, which has very 
recently become a member of the 
Canadian Federation. Practically all 
Lodges have had new members during 
the past year, and while some of the 
LtOdges are having difficulty in finding 
places to hold their meetings, this has 
not prevented them from going ahead. 
Lo/m 5 Lodge, Calgary, has been en¬ 
deavouring to persuade its local radio 
station to broadcast Theosophy, but up 
to date has not been successful. How¬ 
ever they are not dismayed and are 
working to attain this end in the 
spring of 1954. 

In November 1952, Mr. Seymour 
Ballard, lecturer for the Theosophical 


Society in America, visited both Van¬ 
couver and Victoria Lodges giving pub¬ 
lic lectures and talks to members which 
were much appreciated. In March 
1953, Mrs. Edith Latimer of Blaine, 
Washington, visited the Lodges in 
Calgary, Edmonton and Winnipeg 
lecturing to members’ meetings and to 
the public. This was much appreciated 
and it is hoped that it will again be 
possible for her to visit them at a future 
date. We at the Pacific Coast were 
also fortunate enough to have a visit 
from our old friend Mr. Fritz Kunz who 
addressed members’ meetings in both 
Vancouver and Victoria. 

The highlight of the year was the 
visit of Mr. Geoffrey Hodson who 
visited the Lodges in Vancouver and 
Victoria giving a public lecture in each 
place. Owing to the shortness of time 
it was not possible to have members’ 
meetings, although opportunity was 
afforded to as many members as possi¬ 
ble to meet him. We sincerely hope 
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that it will be possible for Mr. Hodson 
to return at a future date for another 
visit. 

One change has taken place in the 
Federation Officers in that Mr. John 
P. Barnes has taken over the editor¬ 
ship of the Fedtration Quarterly and 
our sincere thanks have been offered to 


our late editor, Mr. H. J. Barney for 
his long and faithful work in that office. 

With the addition of a new Lodge 
to our ranks and some new study groups 
in the offing we hope to be able to 
report continued progress for the future. 

Joan S. Morris, 
General Secretary. 


EUROPEAN FEDERATION 


On the whole 19S2*1953 has been 
a very fruitful year. 

The outstanding feature has been the 
European Congress in Italy which, 
after a great many difficulties, Anally 
took place at Montecatini. 

The Congress was attended by 376 
delegates from 22 countries and pre¬ 
sided over by Mr. C. JinarSjad&sa—one 
of his last official functions as Presi¬ 
dent. Our new President, Mr. N. Sri 
Ram, after concluding a successful lec¬ 
ture tour in most European countries, 
was also present and gave two Ane 
lectures. 

The Mayor of Montecatini welcomed 
the Congress with an enthusiastic 
address, while a delightful concert was 
offered to the delegates by the town 
authorities. 

Once more the value of holding 
Congresses in various parts of Europe 
has been fully proved. It not only 
allows the delegates to come much 
nearer to the countries themselves, their 
people and their uniqueness, but offers 
also a splendid opportunity to meet many 
members from other parts of Europe ; 
in this case especially our Italian 
brethren, their General Secretary, Dr. 
Gasco and his wife, Signor and Signora 
Hack and many old friends. For those 
who were present, the beauty of Italy’s 
culture in late Mediaeval and early 
Renaissance times left an unforgettable 
impression. 

It was a great pleasure to be able to 
welcome to the Congress, amongst 


others, the General Secretary of Ice¬ 
land, Mr. Gretar Fells and his wife, 
and members from Yugoslavia and 
from Pakistan. 

The Congress coincided with the 
Golden Jubilee of the Italian Section 
and with Mr. Jinar9ljadasa’s own 
Jubilee, completing his 50 years as a 
Theosophical lecturer, which he began 
in Rome in 1902. 

During the Congress 3 sessions 
of the European Council were held. 
Amongst many other points special 
attention was given to the work in 
Germany and Austria, to Adyar^ the 
Regional Periodical in the German 
language and to the publishing of 
literature, also in German, now cen¬ 
tralised in the Regional Publishing 
House in Gra^, with Dr. Lauppert in 
charge. 

Theosophy in Action, thanks to the 
untiring work of Mrs. Adelaide Gardner 
and her staff, enjoys an increasing 
popularity and is much appreciated 
outside Europe. Europe itself, how¬ 
ever, gives only minimum support. 

A good solution for a much needed 
Regional Periodical in the French lan¬ 
guage has still to be found. 

The close contact existing already 
with the Young Theosophists in Europe 
was further strengthened by co-opting 
to the European Council 4 Young 
Theosophists instead of two, one for 
each Region. This happy co-operation 
also ensures a continuity in our work, 
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when older members retire from their 
present offices. 

Mr. A. Raven, the General Secretary 
of the Young Theosophists in Europe, 
has been elected Treasurer of the 
Federation. 

To the 3 existing Regional Groups 
—the British and Irish, the French 
and the German-speaking Groups— 
has been added a Scandinavian Group, 
the General Secretary of the European 
Federation being the official link be¬ 
tween these Groups and the Feder¬ 
ation. 

The influence already going out from 
regional activities, though still in 
process of developing, is far greater 
than could be expected when this work 
was started a few years ago. 

During the year Srimati Rukmini 
Devi paid a short visit to some Euro¬ 
pean countries. Mr. C. JinarSjad&sa, 
after the Congress and before sailing 
home, visited several Lodges in Italy 
and southern France. 

Both Miss Serge Brisy and Mr. Axel 
von Fielitz-Coniar lectured in Switzer¬ 
land. Mr. Schleifer also lectured in 
Basel and ZQrich. 

Mr. U. G. Krishnamurti visited Eng¬ 
land and Belgium and attended the 
German Summer School at Rendsburg 
in July. 

The General Secretary of the Euro¬ 
pean Federation visited Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland in March this 
year. He further attended the German 
Summer School in 1952, which coin¬ 
cided with the Golden Jubilee of the 
German Section and, together with 
Mr. N. Sri Ram, visited Gammel 
Praestegaard in Denmark. He pre¬ 


sided over the Regional Meeting of 
German-speaking Sections in Basel last 
April and attended the Dutch Conven¬ 
tion which was held this year in June 
at the Huizen Centre. 

The Paris Office, at 4 Square Rapp, 
has been discontinued as the French 
Section needed the room itself, much 
of its work now being placed in the 
hands of the French-speaking Re¬ 
gional Group. 

The European Library is now well 
organized and under the care of the 
Netherlands General Secretary, Prof, 
van der Ley, to whom we owe a great 
gratitude for the work he has done. 

The Adyar Jubilee Film is still be¬ 
ing shown in various European Sec¬ 
tions and given the largest possible 
circulation. 

It is, of course, not possible to thank 
all for their continual help and the 
friendship one constantly receives. I 
would like to make exception, however, 
and mention the Treasurer, Mr. Raven, 
the Assistant General Secretary, Mile. 
Mallet and both my trusted old friends 
Mr. Jan Kruisheer and Mrs. Adelaide 
Gardner. 

During the year under review the 
Theosophical Society in Europe cele¬ 
brated its Golden Jubilee, closing a 
period of 50 years of work. 

We may, I think, look back to the 
past with gratitude to those who came 
before and perhaps also with some 
pride for what has been achieved, but 
in doing so we can only feel our ow*n 
responsibility becoming greater. 

J. E. VAN Dissel, 
Gengral Secretary, 
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The Annual Meeting was held in 
Adyar during the International Con¬ 
vention of the Theosophical Society in 
December 1952. Srimati Rukmini 
Devi presided over the small gathering 
of Young Theosophists. 

Srimati Rukmini Devi was unan¬ 
imously elected as President of the 
Federation for the next three years, by 
the ballot which had been circulated to 
the Youth Groups of the World Feder¬ 
ation previously. 

Srimati Rukmini Devi’s birthday 
was celebrated on 27th February. 

Stembenhip .—To date our rolls stand 
at a total of 27 countries in the world 
where Young Theosophists are affiliated 
with the World Federation. 

Our special thanks go to Milton 
Thornton, who has been an active 
member of the Young Theosophists for 
the past 20 years and who has now 
joined the senior ranks as President of 
the H.P.B. Lodge in Auckland, New 
Zealand. 

The Work is slowly but surely grow¬ 
ing. In Italy this year the Young 'Theo- 
sophists have officially constituted 
themselves, and it is hoped that they 
will be able to create a strong band of 
members in that country soon. Good 
tidings come from England, where a 
number of Young Theosophists arc 
making great efforts to take up the 
work in that country again after a few 
years of general inactivity. It is a good 
sign that it comes as a desire of the 
young people themselves to start afresh. 
Interest and activity is again on the 
increase in the United Statesof America 
and the group there, though living in 
different parts of the U.S., are closely 
knit through their common effort, Youth 
and Brotherhood, their own magazine. 

Last year a group in Indonesia join¬ 
ed the ranks of the World Federation. 

Recently a letter came from Argen¬ 
tina where, due to difficulties in the 


country, the group of Young Theoso¬ 
phists which exists there had found it 
hard to correspond with the Head¬ 
quarters, but now that the contact has 
l^n made once more, we hope they 
will affiliate with the Federation. 

On the whole the past year has been 
a good one, and there has been evidence 
of a loud humming sound of life from 
almost all the groups. 

The activities of a Lodge have to be, 
like a balanced diet, healthy and vital. 
Supposing each one were to look at his 
Lodge in this light, what would he find ? 

Are there study classes, which will 
give the necessary solid background 
of Theosophy and the Theosophical 
Society to youth ? Is service en¬ 
couraged ? Service which touches out¬ 
side the Lodge, amongst the people 
and theanimals we meet inour everyday 
world ? Are there outside contacts col¬ 
lectively, for instance, with other youth 
groups and clubs in the city to find 
out more about them and their ideas, 
and give them the opportunity to under¬ 
stand Theosophy ? Are there some 
social activities which are a good 
chance for friendly contacts with the 
young and old ? 

Our Lodges are places where we 
should get ideas to improve our lives. 
Our lives can improve the Lodge and, 
in turn, the Theosophical Society in 
which we are growing up to carry on 
its work in later years. 

In conclusion, I wish to express my 
gratitude to Srimati Rukmini Devi for 
her active guidance during this year 
and to the Executive Committee for 
their co-operation. Also to the many 
Secretaries and Presidents with whom 
I have corresponded, and whose letters 
and suggestions have been a help and 
pleasure to receive. 

Nancy A. Buch, 

Secretary. 
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THE ADYAR LIBRARY 

Annual Report por 1952*1953 


Staff .—I have continued as Honorary 
Director and Professor C. Kunhan Raja 
as Curator. Mr. Alain Danielou joined 
the Librar)* on July 17, 1953 as Curator 
(subsequently appointed Director in 
my place). Kumari A. Siitaa Dcvii has 
continued as Librarian. Kumari E. 
Vani Rao, the Assistant Librarian had 
to resign for personal reasons and left 
us in August. 

Pandit N. Ramachandra Bhat is 
attending to his work as Joint Editor 
of the Adyar Library Bulletin in addi* 
tion to his own work with office cor* 
respondence where he is assisted by 
Clerk'typist Sri S. Easwara Sarma. 

Pandit V. Krishnamacharya is en* 
gaged in preparation of the Descriptive 
Catalogue of Samskrit MSS. for the 
Via'i^tUdvaita and other Vedanta Sec* 
tions. He completed editing Vedan* 
tasftra of Kjm2nuja with an English 
Translation by M. B. Narasimha Aiyan* 
gar begun a year ago. This was released 
as No. 83 of the Adyar Library Series. 
He is now editing with an English 
Translation, Puru^sQkta*Bhfl$ya of Sri 
Rahganfttha Yati. 

Sri H. G. Narahari completed editing 
with an English Translation, V|‘ttarat* 
n&vali of Vehkates^a, an old treatise 
on Metrics, which was printed and 
released as No. 27 of the Adyar Library 
Pamphlet series. He assisted Dr. G. 
Srinivasa Murti in revising the second 
edition of the English Translation of 
Yoga Upaniaads which was released in 
December 1952. He also assisted in 
revising the English Translation of 
\l 


S'ftkta Upani^ds which was released 
as No. 85 of the Adyar Library Series. 

Sri Pandit K. Ramachandra Sarma, 
besides assisting Pandit V. Krishna* 
macharya, is engaged in completing the 
printing of Samgitaratn&kara, Vol. IV, 
chapter 7, a work already prepared 
in manuscript by late Pandit S. Sub* 
rahmanya Sastri; the completion of 
this work is eagerly awaited by scholars 
in Music. 

Sri Pandit V. Narayanasvami Sastri 
continues to be in charge of transcrip* 
lion of manuscripts. An expert in 
many scripts he is engaged in preparing 
copies for the Library of manuscripts, 
the originals of which become too 
fragile for safe handling. 

Sri K.T. Venkatarama Sarma, Junior 
Pandit, is engaged in assisting the 
Librarian in classification and registra¬ 
tion of Samskrit, Tamil and Malayalam 
books and Manuscripts, and in restora¬ 
tion of Manuscripts. 

Sri S. Nigamanthachari, Reference 
Assistant was promoted as Pandit’s 
Assistant and is engaged in assisting 
Pandits in the copying of manuscripts. 

The Library Staff have been engaged 
in supplying information to Research 
Scholars and other correspondents and 
also assisting the many visitors who 
came to the Library for consultation and 
study. During 1952*53, 7741 books and 
3279 MSS. were consulted and 3109 
books and 15 MSS. were borrowed. 
Accessions to the Library during the 
year number 1190 made of 1014 books, 
162 pamphlets, 1 manuscripts, and 13 
Transcripts. 
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A. Publications During 
THE Year 

Yoga Upani^ads —Translated into 
English by T. R. Srinivasa Aiyangar 
and Edited by Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti. 
Second Edition of Publication No. 
20 (First Edition), Adyar Library 
Series. 

Vrttaratndvali of Venkattva —with 
his own commentary—Edited and 
Translated into English by Sri H. G. 
Narahari. Adyar Library Pamphlet 
Series No. 27. 

/« Defence of MlmdmsH by Dr. C. 
Kunhan Raja—Adyar Library Pamph¬ 
let Series No. 28. 

Veddntasdra of Sri Rimdnuja with 
English Translation by M. B. Nara- 
simha Aiyangar—Edited by Pandit Sri 
V. Krishnamacharya—Adyar Library 
Series No. 28. 

yJrigiVasaswrti—Edited by Sri A. 
N. Krishna Aiyangar—Adyar Library 
Series No. 84. 

B. Adyar Library Bulletin, Vol. 
XVI. Part 4 and Vol. XVII, Parts 1, 2 
and 3. 

C. Works Completed and 
Issued from 1-10-52 to the 

Date of this Report 

ffaiva Upani^nds —Translated into 
English by T. R. Srinivasa Aiyangar— 
Edited by Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti— 
Adyar Library Series No. 85. 

D. Works in Progress Through 
the Bulletin and 
Independently 

Purufasuktabhdfya of Sri Rahga- 
nitha Yati Alias Naniyar—with English 
Translation by Pandit V. Krishna¬ 
macharya. 

Gfitaa —with word by word Roman 
Transliteration and English Translation 
by A. Siitaa Devii. 


Vedanta and Allied Western 
Thought, by Prof. P. N. Srinivasachari. 

SahgUaratndkara —With the Com¬ 
mentaries of Catura Kallinfltha and 
SimhabhQpala. Edited by Pandit S. 
Subrahmanya Sastri, Vol. IV. 

JRgvedabhdfya of Skandasx?dmin — 
Edited by Prof. C. Kunhan Raja. 

E. Works Included in the 
Programme 

Vifnusmrt ivivrti-Kes'avavaijayanti 
of Nanda Pandita —Edited by Prof. 
K. V. Rangasvami Aiyangar. 

Horis’dstram —with the commentary 
ApQrv&rthapradars'ik& by A. N. Srini- 
vasaraghava Aiyangar, Vol. II. 

F. Works Ready for the 
Press 

Nyiyakusumdhjali of Vdayana with 
the Commentary of VaradarSja. 

Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit 
Mamtscripts in the Adyar Library, by 
Pandit V'. Krishnamacharya, Vol. X— 
Vis'i^tidvaita and other Ved&ntas. 

Pak^atd, Siddhintalak^anam, Ava- 
yava, Sdm&nyanirukti, Vyutpattivdda, 
Caturdasfalak^ani, Vol. 11—All of Gadi- 
dhara—with commentaries—Edited by 
Pandit N. Santanam Aiyar. 

BhagavadgUa with English Trans¬ 
lation of R&mftnuja Bha$ya by G. G. 
Narasimha Aiyangar. 

Our Needs 

We thank most gratefully those 
donors who have donated valuable 
books to maintain the standard of our 
books. As our funds available for 
purchase of books are limited, we are 
greatly indebted to our donors. As 
explained in our report for the last 
year (1951-1952), we greatly need fine 
modern dictionaries, grammars, and 
reference books and we would be 
grateful to all those who could supply 
such books. 
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Most of all ice need money for our 
Publication Work .—This has now come 
almost to a standstill for lack of funds. 
We have not been able to meet the de« 
ficit in our Budget in printing the Des¬ 
criptive Catalogues and other scholarly 
publications. We have been able so 
Ur to publish four volumes of Descrip¬ 
tive Catalogues. Research scholars have 
been making use of the four volumes 
already published and are awaiting the 
early completion of the remaining 
volumes. One more volume is ready 
for the press, and one more is under 
preparation ; but the publication had 
to be suspended due to lack of funds. 
Our normal income is not sufficient to 
meet the cost of barest minimum staff 
even though we exercise the most rigid 
economy, three of our workers being in 
an entirely honorary capacity and two 
working on honorariums, while we are 
helped in our editorial work by distin¬ 
guished Honorary Editors without 
whose aid many of our notable works 
could not have been published. We 
appeal and pray for generous donations 
to our funds especially to the Publica¬ 
tion Fund. It looks as though our 
long continued prayers in this direction 
have been heard to some extent in the 
information given to us that a sum of 
approximately Rs. 1,17,000 is to be 
allocated to the Library Funds from 
the estate of the late Mrs. Kathleen 
Tibbits. 


It is now my pleasant duty to record 
my most grateful thanks to Sri C. 
JinarSjadSsa, the late President of the 
Theosophical Society, whose scholarly 
interest and warm-hearted sympathy 
have been our constant inspiration ; to 
Sri N. Sri Ram, the President of the 
Theosophical Society for his abiding 
interest in the welfare of the Library 
in many directions including the rais¬ 
ing of a new building for the Library ; 
to Prof. C. Kunhan Raja, the Curator 
and Editor, Adyar Library Bulletin; 
Mr. Alain Danielou, the Curator, who 
has been busy at planning many things 
for the Library; to the Honorary 
Editors: Prof. K. V. Rangasvami 
Aiyangar, Prof. D. D. Kanga, Pandit 
N. Aiyasvami Sastri, Sri A. N. Sri¬ 
nivasa Raghava Aiyangar and Pandit 

M. Duraisami Aiyangar; to Kumari 
A. Siitaa Devii, the Librarian, to Sri H. 
G. Narahari, Research Assistant; to 
Sri V. Krishnamacharya our Senior 
Pandit, Sri V. Narayanasvami Sastri, 
Sri K. Ramachandra Sarma and Sri 

N. R. Bhat, our other Pandits and 
all other members of the staff; to the 
Vasanta Press and The Theosophical 
Publishing House for the valuable 
services they continue to render to the 
Library. I also tender my grateful 
thanks to the institutions and Govern¬ 
ments, Indian and overseas, which 
continue to send their publications to 
the Library. 

G. Srinivasa Murti, 
Hon. Director. 



THE SCHOOL OF THE WISDOM 
Report on the School Year 1952*1953 


The fourth year of the School of the 
Wisdom began on October 7, 1952 and 
closed on March 13, 1953. 

The Director of Studies was replaced 
this year by a Faculty of considerable 
strength. Besides the Principal, Mr. 
C. Jinarftjadisa, and Vice-Principal, 
Mr. Sidney A. Cook, it included: Dr. 
Jocelyn Cook, Miss Clara Codd, Mr. 
Duncan Greenlees, M.A. (Oxon.), Miss 
Elizabeth W. Preston, M.Sc., and Mr. 
N. Sri Ram, B.A. 

In the absence of the Principal in 
Europe, Mr. Sidney A. Cook opened the 
session with an address on October 7. 
He presided over the work of the 6rst 
week, explaining the objects and 
methods of work. On his return to 
Adyar in November Mr. Jinarftjad&sa 
resumed his weekly talks. Mr. N. Sri 
Ram gave a series of talks on The 
Path. Dr. (Mrs.) Jocelyn T-N. Cook 
attended and contributed at most of 
the meetings, presided at various times 
and took a regular weekly Worker- 
training class for speakers. Miss Clara 
Codd, as w'ell as attending frequently, 
gave a weekly series of talks and exer¬ 
cises on meditation. For four weeks 
Mr. Duncan Greenlees joined in the 
work and contributed much on his 
own special lines of religion and his¬ 
tory. Miss E. W, Preston acted as 
Secretary, attended all the meetings 
and contributed frequently. The mem¬ 
bers of the Faculty met regularly once 
a week to discuss and plan the work of 
the School. 

Membership .—Though small in num¬ 
ber the group of students was an inter¬ 
national one. The seven students in¬ 
cluded one Australian, two British, two 
French, one Indian and one Vietnamese. 

Purpose .—The aim of the School 
of the Wisdom is far beyond the gain¬ 
ing of knowledge. Its purpose is to 


enable students to find in themselves 
the light of Wisdom and with that light 
to reach a deeper understanding of life 
and knowledge. 

With these aims in view', and using 
the experience gained in former years, 
a syllabus w’as drawn up giving a com¬ 
prehensive survey of Theosophy and 
its applications to man and his world. 
An outline of the whole course and 
details for each week was supplied to 
students well in advance. Each week 
notes were provided to stimulate fur¬ 
ther study or provocative questions and 
discussion. 

Syllabus .—Beginning with Creation 
according to Theosophy, Religion and 
Science, the syllabus passed on from 
the field of manifestation to consider 
consciousness and form. Then came 
the Great Plan for the kingdoms of 
nature, individualization and the early 
history of our planetary scheme. Next 
the races of men on this Earth in (his 
Round were considered, taking a bird’s 
eye view of the history of the world. 
History was seen as the working out 
of the Plan and as a background for 
the development of culture and the 
grow'th of consciousness. Both occult 
and ordinary history were considered 
side by side and correlation made where 
possible. A week was devoted to a 
brief survey of the world today with 
its current perplexities, efforts at recon¬ 
struction and respK>nsibilitie8, as man 
enters the atomic age and the new con¬ 
sciousness of the sixth subrace appears. 

The Method has been largely that of 
free discussion. This method has 
proved more successful than might 
have been anticipated though there 
w’ere three members whose command 
of English was limited and hence their 
power to contribute and to participate 
fully was reduced. Experience shows 
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that to get the best out of the School 
it is essential that students should: 

(а) Be fully conversant with the 

main Theosophical teachings. 

(б) Have a good working knowledge 

of English. 

(c) Be prepared to do regular and 

sustained study*preparation. 

(d) Put the School as their first prior¬ 

ity and regard it as a full-time 

job. 

In all the work an endeavour was 
made to lay stress on principles rather 
than details, to learn wisdom from the 
past so that the future may be more 
intelligently planned, to see the whole 
as a growing and developing life which 
never dies but progresses, wave after 
wave, until the high tide of this planet 
. is reached. 

1 The Sreofid Term of the 4th year 
began on January 12 after a recess of 
three weeks, during which the Faculty 
and Students attended and contributed 
to the International Convention of the 
Theosophical Society. 

The work commenced with four 
weeks devoted to a study of Man in the 
present day. Reincarnation, Karma, 
Life after Death and Education. Dr. 
(Mrs.) Jocelyn Cook and Miss Preston 
acted as leaders of discussion. There 
then followed three weeks of intensive 
work during which Mr. Duncan Green¬ 
lees presented a study of Comparative 
Religion. During the period 23 reli¬ 
gions were considered, contributions 
being made to the work by Faculty and 
Students. The closing two weeks were 
devoted to a consideration of the world 
problems of Government, Economics 
and Sociology. The first of these two 
weeks was given to private study, each 
student being assigned to one of the 
Faculty for consultation, so that the 
work should be of greater value and 
well co-ordinated. During the second 
week each presented the material he 
had gained. 

special Lectures .—One afternoon a 
week there was a public lecture on some 


aspect of the subject for that week. 
In addition many non-members of the 
School, who had some specialixed 
knowledge, w'cre invited to visit during 
the morning hours and to speak and 
join in discussions. 

The students visited the Madras 
Museum and Art Gallery to observe 
examples of Indian art. Use was made 
of material supplied by the United 
Nations Organization and students 
attended a meeting in Madras to cele¬ 
brate United Nations Day. Mr. Green¬ 
lees presented a programme of inter¬ 
national music on records. 

Visits to Departments at Adyar .— 
The students paid visits to the Depart¬ 
ments on the Adyar Estate and heard 
accounts of the work done from the 
Heads of the Departments. 

Social Activities .—Members worked 
hard every morning and the 15 minutes 
break between the hour sessions for tea 
and social intercourse was much appre¬ 
ciated. The students gave a tea-party 
at which they entertained those who 
had helped them. 

Library .—The Library was freely 
used and is appreciated. Miss Gladys 
Taylor acted as Librarian. During the 
year 233 books were borrowed and 89 
new books added to the Library, the 
gift of generous donors. The total 
number of books now in the Library 
is 1673. 

Conclusion .—Any School, and espe¬ 
cially one founded on voluntary partici¬ 
pation and free discussion, depends 
fundamentally upon its students. A 
good Syllabus, a competent Faculty, a 
Library and adequate conditions create 
the atmosphere for the work. The 
essential work is done by the individual 
student himself. Regular and punctual 
attendance, sustained reading and study, 
preparation and a readiness to partici¬ 
pate in all activities—these create the 
atmosphere where wisdom may be 
glimpsed. 

Elizabeth W. Preston, 

Secretary, 
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OF 
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CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION 
No. 2 of 1905 

I hereby certify, pursuant to Act XXI of 1860 of the Governor- 
General of India in Council entitled “ An Act for the Registration 
of Literary, Scientific and Charitable Societies, 1860," that The 
Theosophical Society is duly incorporated as a Society under the 
aforesaid Act. 



(Sd.) A. Periyaswami Moodaliar, 
Station, Madras, Registrar of Joint Stock Companies. 

Dated 3rd April 1905. 



THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 


Founded November 17, 1875. Incorporated April 3, 1905. 


In the matter of Act XXI of 1860 of the Acts of the Viceroy 
and Govemor‘General of India in Council, being 
an Act for the registration of literary, 
scietUific and charitable Societies 

and 

In the Matter op The Thbosophical Society 


MEMORANDUM OF ASSOCIATION 


1. The name of the Association is 
The Theosophical Society. 

2. The objects for which the Society 
is established are: 

I. To form a nucleus of the 
Universal Brotherhood of Humanity, 
without distinction of race, creed, sex, 
caste or colour. 

II. To encourage the study of 
Comparative Religion, Philosophy, and 
Science. 

III. To investigate unexplained 
laws of Nature and the powers latent 
in man. 

(a) The holding and manage* 
ment of all funds raised for the above 
objects. 

(5) The purchase or acquisi* 
tion on lease or in exchange or on hire 


or by gift or otherwise of any real or 
personal property, and any rights or 
privileges necessary or convenient for 
the purposes of the Society. 

(c) The sale, improvement, 
management and development of all 
or any part of the property of the 
Society. 

(d) The doing of all such 
things as are incidental or conducive 
to the attainment of the above objects 
or any of them, including the founding 
and maintenance of a library or 
libraries. 

3. The names, addresses and occu* 
pations of the persons who are mem¬ 
bers of, and form the first General 
Council which is the governing body 
of the Society, are as follow : 


General Council 


Bx'Officio 

President-Founder :—H. S. Olcott, Adyar, Madras, Author. 

Vice-President :—A. P. Sinnett. London. England, Author. 

Recording-Sectetary \ —Hon. Sir S. Subramania Aiyar, Madras, Justice of the 

High Court. 

Treasurer :—\V. A. English, M.D., Adyar, Madras, Retired Physician. 
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Alexander Fullerton, General Secretary, 
American Section, 7, West 8th St., 
New York. 

Upendra Nath Basu, B.A., LL.B., 
General Secretary, Indian Section, 
Benares, U.P. 

Bertram Keightley, M.A., General Sec* 
retary, British Section, 28, Albemarle 
St., London, W. 

W. G. John, General Secretary, 
Australasian Section, 42, Margaret 
Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 

Arvid Knds, General Secretary, Scandi¬ 
navian Section, Engelbrechtsgatan, 
7, Stockholm, Sweden. 


C. W. Sanders, General Secretary, New 
Zealand Section, Queen Street, 
Auckland, N.Z. 

W. B. Fricke, General Secretary, 
Netherlands Section, 76. Amsteldijk, 
Amsterdam. 

Th. Pascal, M.D., General Secretary, 
French Section, 59, Avenue de La 
Bourdonnais, Paris. 

Decio Calvart, General Secretary, 
Italian Section, 380, Corso Umberto 
I., Rome. 

Dr. Rudolf Steiner, General Secretary, 
German Section, 95, Kaiserallee, 
Friedenau, Berlin. 

Jose M. Mass6, Acting General 
Secretary, Cuban Section, Havana, 
Cuba. 


Additional 


Annie Besant, Benares, Author, [for 

3 years]. 

G. R. S. Mead, London, Author, [for 

3 years]. 

Khan Bahadur Naoroji Dorabji Khan* 
dalwala, Poona, Special Judge [for 

3 years], 

Dinshaw Jivaji Edal Behram, Surat, 
Physician, [for 2 years], 

4. Henry Steel Olcott, who with 
the late Helena Petrovna Blavatsky 
and others founded the Theosophical 
Society at New York, United States 
of America, in the year 1875, shall 
hold, during his lifetime, the position of 
President, with the title of “ President* 
Founder," and he shall have, alone, the 
authority and responsibility and shall 
exercise the functions provided in the 
Rules and Regulations for the Executive 
Committee, meetings of which he may 
call for consultation and advice as he 
may desire. 

5. The income and property of the 
Society, whencesoever derived, shall be 
applied solely tow'ards the promotion 
of the objects of the Society as set 
forth in this Memorandum of Associa¬ 
tion, and no oortion thereof shall be 


Francesca E. Arundale, Benares, 
Author, [for 2 years]. 

Tammacharla Ramachandra Row, 
Gooty, Retired Sub*Judge, [for 

1 year], 

Charles Blech, Paris, France, Retired 
Manufacturer, [for 1 year], 

paid or transferred directly or indirectly 
by way of dividends, bonus, or otherwise 
by way of profits to the persons who at 
any time are or have been members of 
the Society or to any of them or to 
any person claiming through any of 
them: Provided that nothing herein 
contained shall prevent the payment 
in good faith of remuneration to any 
officers or servants of the Society or to 
any member thereof or other person in 
return for any services rendered to the 
Society, 

6. No member or members of the 
General Council shall be answerable 
for any loss arising in the administra¬ 
tion or application of the said trust 
funds or sums of money or for any 
damage to or deterioration in the said 
trust premises unless such loss, damage 
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or deterioration shall happen by or 
through his or their wilful default or 
neglect. 

7. If upon the dissolution of the 
Society there shall remain after the 
satisfaction of all itsdebtsand liabilities 
any property whatsoever, the same shall 
not be paid to or distributed among the 
members of the Society or any of them 
but shall be given or transferred to 
some other Society or Association, 
Institution or Institutions, having 
objects similar to the objects of this 
Society, to be determined by the votes 
of not less than three*fifths of the 
members of the Society present pcr« 

Witnesses to the signatures : 

(Sd.) Wm. Glenny Keagey 

,. Arthur Richardson 

., Pyare Lal 
„ PSROZE P. MeHERJEE 


sonally or by proxy at a meeting 
called for the purpose, or in default 
thereof by such Judge or Court of 
Law as may have jurisdiction in the 
matter. 

8. A copy of the Rules and Regu* 
lations of the said Theosophical Society 
is filed with this Memorandum of 
Association, and the undersigned being 
seven of the members of the Governing 
Body of the said Society do hereby 
certify that such copy of such Rules 
and Regulations of the said Theosoph¬ 
ical Society is correct. 

As witness our several and respective 
hands, this . . . day of March 1905. 


(Sd.) H. S. Olcott 
„ W. A. English 

„ SUBRAMANIAM 

„ Francesca E. Arundale 
„ Upendranath Basu 
„ Annie Bbsant 
„ N. D. Khandalvala 


Rules and Regulations for the Management of the 
Association Named "The Theosophical Society," Adyar, Madras 


1. The General Council shall be 
the Governing Body of The Theosoph¬ 
ical Society. Not less than seven 
members of this Council shall be resi¬ 
dents of India. 

2. (o) The President, the Vice- 
-President, the Treasurer, the Recording 
Secretary and the General Secretaries 
of the component National Societies 
(otherwise called Sections) shall ex- 
officio be members of the General Coun¬ 
cil. The terms of those members of the 
General Council who hold office ex* 
officio shall expire with the vacation of 
their qualifying office. 

(6) The General Council shall 
include not less than 5 and not more 
than 10 Additional Members, among 
whom all past Presidents while in good 
standing shall automatically have place, 
u 


Other members shall on the nomination 
of the President be elected for a term of 
three years by vote of the General 
Council at its Annual Meeting, their 
names having been sent to the Mem¬ 
bers of the General Council at least 
three months before the Annual Meeting. 

(c) Members retiring shall ^ 
eligible for re-election. 

(d) The Recording Secretary 
shall be the Secretary of the General 
Council. 

3. It shall be competent for the 
General Council to remove any of its 
members, or any officer of The Society 
excepting the President of The Theo¬ 
sophical Society and excepting the 
General Secretaries of National Soci¬ 
eties. by a three-fourths majority of its 
whole number of members, at a special 
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meeting called for the purpose, of 
which at least three months’ notice 
shall have been given, the quorum 
consisting, however, of not less than 
five members. 

4. The General Council shall ordi* 
narily meet once a year, at the time 
of the Annual Meeting or Convention 
of The Society; but a special meeting 
may be called at any time by the 
President, and shall be called at any 
time by him, or if not by him, by the 
Recording Secretary, on the written 
requisition of not less than one-fourth 
of the total number of members; but of 
such special meetings not less than 
three months’ notice shall he given, 
and the notice shall contain a state¬ 
ment of the special business to be laid 
before the meeting. 

5. At all meetings of the General 
Council, members thereof may vote 
in person, or in writing, or by proxy 
duly given to another member of the 
General Council for the particular 
meeting concerned. Except as afore¬ 
said no member shall exercise more 
than one vote. No member shall be 
allowed to exercise more than 5 proxy 
votes. 

Note : Meetings include Adjourned 
Meetings. 

6. The quorum of an ordinary as 
well as of a special meeting of the 
General Council shall be five members. 
If there be no quorum, the meeting 
may be adjourned sine dU, or the 
Chairman of the meeting may adjourn 
it to another date, of which three 
months’ further notice shall be given, 
when the business of the meeting shall 
be disposed of, irrespective of whether 
there is a quorum present or not. 

7. The President, or in his absence 
the Vice-President, of The Society, 
shall preside at all meetings of The 
Theosophical Society or of the General 
Council, and shall have a casting vote 
in the case of an equal division of 
the members voting on any question 
before the meeting. 


8. In the absence of the President 
and the Vice-President, the meeting 
shall elect a chairman from among 
the members present at the meeting, 
and he shall have a casting vote in the 
case of a tie. 

9. The term of office of the Presi¬ 
dent shall be seven years. 

10. Six months before the expira¬ 
tion of a President's term of office, or 
within three days of the office becom¬ 
ing vacant, the Recording Secretary 
shall call for nominations for the office 
of President from the members of the 
General Council, each of whom shall 
be entitled to make not more than three 
nominations. Such cull to members 
outside India shall be by cable, con¬ 
firmed within two days by air and 
ordinary mails. Each member of the 
General Council who is a General 
Secretary shall consult with the respec¬ 
tive National Governing Council and 
shall make his nominations on its be¬ 
half. Nominations of any member or 
members in good standing, whose 
consent as laid down hereunder shall 
be necessary for the validity of the 
nomination, shall be sent to the Re¬ 
cording Secretary, so as to reach him 
within two months of the date of the 
call for nominations. 

At the expiration of this period the 
Recording Secretary shall place all the 
nominations received along with the 
relevant papers before the Executive 
Committee at a meeting specially con¬ 
vened for the purpose. At such meet* 
ing the Executive Committee shall 
examine the nominations. All nomi¬ 
nations for which the consent of the 
nominated member has not been hied 
in the office of the Recording Secretary 
within the period of two months just 
preceding shall be rejected as invalid. 
The rest shall be counted, and the 
names of those receiving the three 
highest numbers of nominations, (or any 
lesser number of names, if less than 
three are nominated) together with any 
others who have been nominated by 
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not less than half the members of the 
General Council, but after eliminating 
any who in the meantime have died 
or who have withdrawn their consent 
to nomination and subject only to the 
provisions of the next following para* 
graph, shall be those to be voted upon. 
The list made by the Executive 
Committee shall not be subject to 
challenge. 

The Recording Secretary shall im¬ 
mediately in writing communicate all 
the names on the list to each nominee 
thereon (if the nominee is not at Adyar 
the communication shall be by tele¬ 
graph or cable). In the event of any 
death or withdrawal the corresponding 
name shall be struck from the list. 

On the tenth day following the 
meeting of the Executive Committee 
for the examination of nominations, the 
Recording Secretary shall communicate 
the list of nominees remaining to be 
voted upon, to the General Secretaries, 
and to Lodges and Fellows-at-large at¬ 
tached to the Headquarters at Adyar. 
Such communication to the General 
Secretaries outside India shall be by 
cable, confirmed within two days by 
air mail and ordinary mail, and to the 
others by air mail confirmed within two 
days by ordinary mail. Each General 
Secretary shall take the individual vote 
of each of the voter-members of his 
Section, that is, of members of the 
National Society on his rolls who are 
not in arrears of annual dues for more 
than one year at the close of the 
previous official year of the Section, 
and shall communicate the result to the 
Recording Secretary, who shall himself 
take the votes of the Lodges and 
Fellows-at-large attached to the Head¬ 
quarters at Adyar, who are not in 
arrears of annual dues for more than 
one year at the close of the previous 
ofBci^ year of the Society at Adyar. 

If only one member is nominated the 
vote so taken shall be on a For ” or 

Against" ballot. 


At the expiration of six months from 
the call for nominations by the Re¬ 
cording Secretary, the results of the 
voting shall be counted by him. The 
Executive Committee shall appoint 
tw'o of its members as scrutineers. The 
nominee receiving the greatest number 
of votes shall be declared elected to 
the office of President. 

If the voting results in the highest 
number of votes being given equally to 
two or more of the nominees, or if the 
voting upon the “ For ” or “ Against ” 
ballot results in the rejection of the 
one member receiving nomination, or if 
the death of any nominee occurs be¬ 
fore the counting of the votes and the 
declaration of the result, the nomina¬ 
tion and election procedure herein pro¬ 
vided shall be repeated and the Presi¬ 
dent then in office or the Vice-Presi¬ 
dent, if he is temporarily filling such 
office, shall continue therein until a 
new President is elected. 

11. (a) The President shall nomi¬ 

nate the Vice-President, subject to 
confirmation by the General Council, 
and his term of Office shall continue 
till a new Vice-President has been nomi¬ 
nated and his nomination confirmed by 
the General Council. It shall be his 
duty, among other things, to carry 
on the executive functions of the 
President in case the President is dead 
or where the Executive Committee 
finds that he is disabled by accident, 
serious illness or otherwise from per¬ 
forming the duties of the President. 

(6) Notwithstanding anything here¬ 
in contained the Vtce-President doing 
the duties of the President shall 
continue to be the Vice-President of 
The Society until a new Vice-President 
has been nominated and his nomination 
confirmed by the General Council. In 
case of death, resignation or permanent 
disability of such Vice-President doing 
the duties of the President, the Exe¬ 
cutive Committee shall appoint a 
Vice-President who shall hold Office 
until the new President shall have 
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nominated a new Vice-President and 
his nomination be confirmed by the 
General Council. 

12. The President shall appoint the 
Treasurer, the Recording Secretary and 
such subordinate officials as he may 
find necessary, which appointments 
shall be reported to the Executive 
Committee at its next following meet¬ 
ing, and shall continue to be valid 
unless rejected by a majority of votes 
of the whole number of members in 
the Executive Committee, voting in 
person or by proxy, at the said 
meeting, the newly appointed Treasurer 
or Recording Secretary not being pres¬ 
ent, nor counting as a member of 
the Executive Committee for purposes 
of such vote. 

13. The Treasurer, Recording Sec¬ 
retary and subordinate officials being 
assistants to the President in his 
capacity as executive officer of the 
General Council, the President shall 
have the authority to remove any 
appointee of his own to such offices. 

14. The General Council shall at 
each Annual Meeting appoint an Execu¬ 
tive Committee for the ensuing year, 
of not less than seven and not more 
than ten members, of whom at least 
six shall be mem^rs of the General 
Council. The President, the Vice- 
President, the Treasurer, and the 
Recording Secretary shall be ex-oj^cio 
members. Vacancies caused by death 
or resignation or otherwise may be 
filled by co-optation. 

15. The Executive Committee shall 
meet at least once in every three 
months for the receipt and considera¬ 
tion of accounts and the despatch of 
any other business. A special meeting 
may be called by the President when¬ 
ever he thinks ht, and such meeting 
shall be called by him, or if not by him, 
by the Recording Secretary, when he is 
required to do so, by not less than three 
members of the Committee, who shall 
state to him in writing the business for 
which they wish the meeting to assemble. 


16. At a meeting of the Executive 
Committee, three members shall con¬ 
stitute a quorum. 

17. The Committee shall, in the 
absence of the President and Vice- 
President, elect a Chairman to preside 
over the meeting and in case of equality 
of votes the Chairman for the time 
being shall have a casting vote. 

18. The President shall be the 
custodian of all the archives and records 
of The Society, and shall be the 
Executive Officer and shall conduct 
and direct the business of The Society 
in compliance with its rules; he shall 
be erapow'ered to make temporary 
appointments and to fill provisionally 
all vacancies that occur in the offices of 
The Society, and shall have discre¬ 
tionary powers in all matters not 
specifically provided for in these Rules. 

19. All subscriptions, donations and 
other moneys pa)'able to the Associa¬ 
tion shall be received by the President, 
or the Treasurer, or the Recording 
Secretary, the receipt of either of whom 
in writing shall be sufficient discharge 
for the same. 

20. The securities and uninvested 
funds of The Society shall be deposited 
in the Imperial Bank of India, Madras, 
or such other Bank or Banks as the 
Executive Committee, T.S., shall select; 
and in countries outside of India, in 
such Banks as the President shall select. 
Cheques drawn against the funds shall 
be signed by the President or the 
Treasurer or the Recording Secretary 
of The Society. 

21. (a) Notwithstanding anything in 
these rules to the contrary the 
President may, touching the assets 
and affairs of The Society beyond 
India, at any time and from time 
to time by a Pow'erof Attorney appoint 
any persons to be the Attorneys of The 
Society for such period and subject to 
such conditions and for such purposes 
and with such authorities and powers 
as he may think fit, and he may if 
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necessary affix the Seal of The Society 
thereto. 

Without prejudice to the general 
powers conferred as aforesaid, the 
President may grant power and author¬ 
ity among others to sell, grant mort¬ 
gage, lease or otherwise transfer the 
assets of The Society, movable or 
immovable, real or personal, and to 
receive subscriptions, donations, lega¬ 
cies, moneys and other property 
movable, or immovable, and to institute, 
continue, compromise, compound or 
refer to arbitration any actions, suits, 
or other proceedings, and to take and 
hold shares in any Company, and to 
vote at any meetings thereof, and 
to subdelegate all or any of his powers, 
and to give receipts and releases, 
and to sign, seal and deliver any instru¬ 
ment or document and have the same 
registered. 

(6) The funds of The Society 
may be invested by the President, with 
the advice and consent of the Execu¬ 
tive Committee, in Government or 
other Public securities, or in the 
purchase of immovable property or 
First Mortgages on such property. 

(c) The Adyar Estate of The 
Society in Madras including The 
Society's original Headquarters and 
all other properties in Adyar since 
acquired by gift, purchase or otherwise, 
shall not at any time be disposed of by 
sale, gift, exchange, mortgage or other¬ 
wise ; save that the President, if 
specially authorized by a resolution of 
the General Council, passed by a three- 
fourths vote of their members, voting 
in person, in w riting or by proxy, may 
dispose of such outlying portions of the 
said Adyar Estate, as may be specified 
in such Resolutions. 

(«f) The President may, with the 
advice and consent of the Executive 
Committee, sell, mortgage or otherwise 
transfer any investment in Government 
or other Public securities, or any 
movable or immovable property of The 


Society other than those mentioned in 
Rule 21 (c). 

22. (a) All deeds whereby immov¬ 
able properties belonging to The Society 
are transferred or otherwise dealt with 
shall have affixed to them the Seal of 
The Society with the signature of the 
President and of the Recording Secre¬ 
tary. In case of the absence of the 
President or where the Executive Com¬ 
mittee finds that he is too ill to act. it 
may appoint two of its members to 
sign in place of the President. 

(6) All transfers of movable pro¬ 
perty, if in writing, shall bear the sig¬ 
nature of the President and of the Re¬ 
cording Secretary but need not have 
affixed to them the Seal of The Society. 
In case of the absence of the President 
or where the Executive Committee finds 
that he is too ill to act, it may appoint 
two of its membecs to sign in place of 
the President. 

Note .—The procedure detailed in this 
Rule is without prejudice to the powers 
conferred under Rule 21 (a). 

23. The Society may sue and be 
sued in the name of the President. 

24. The Recording Secretary may, 
with the authority of the President, or 
of the two substitutes appointed accord¬ 
ing to Rule 22, affix the Seal of The 
Society on all instruments requiring 
to be sealed, and all such instruments 
shall be signed by the President or by 
the two substitutes above mentioned 
and the Recording Secretary. 

25. On the death or resignation of 
the President, the Recording Secretary 
shall at once make arrangements for 
the election of a new President, in 
accordance with Rule 10, and until 
such new President is elected the Vice- 
President shall perform the duties of 
President. 

Headquarters 

26. Headquarters of The Society 
are established at Adyar, Madras, and 
are outside the jurisdiction of the 
Indian Section. 
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27. The President shall have full 
power and discretion to permit to any 
person the use of any portion or pre* 
mises in the Adyar Estate for occupa* 
tion and residence, on such terms as 
the President may lay down, or to 
refuse permission so to occupy or 
reside. Any person occupying or resid* 
ing under the permission granted by 
the President shall, on a fortnight’s 
notice given by or on behalf of the 
President, unconditionally quit the pre¬ 
mises before the expiry of that period. 

Organization 

28. Every person of ten full years 
of age, without distinction of race, 
creed, sex, caste or colour, shall be 
eligible for membership in The Society, 
but those under the age of majority 
in their respective countries shall be 
admitted to membership only with the 
written consent of parent or guardian. 

29. Admission to membership may 
be obtained through the President of 
a Lodge, the General Secretary of 
a National Society, or through the 
Recording Secretary; and a Diploma 
of membership shall be issued to the 
Fellow, bearing the signature of the 
President, and countersigned by the 
General Secretary, where the applicant 
resides within the territory of a 
National Society, or countersigned by 
the Recording Secretary, if admission 
to membership has been obtained 
through the Recording Secretary. 

30. Lodges and Fellows, whether 
unattached or attached to a Lodge, 
residing within the territory of a Na¬ 
tional Society, must belong to that 
National Society, unless coming under 
Rule 31. 

Provided that with the sanction of 
the President a member who belongs 
to one National Society may while re¬ 
taining his membership of that National 
Society belong to another National 
Society, but he shall not be allowed to 


cast more than one vote in matters re¬ 
lating to The Theosophical Society. 

31. (a) When an individual Fel¬ 

low in good standing, for any serious 
and weighty reason, sufficient in the 
opinion of the President to justify 
such action, is desirous of leaving the 
National Society to which he belongs, 
but is not desirous of leaving The 
Theosophical Society, such individual 
Fellow may become directly attached 
to Headquarters. Adyar, severing all 
connection with the National Society. 
Such application must be made through 
the General Secretary of the National 
Society concerned who shall be under 
obligation duly to forward such appli¬ 
cation to the President as expeditiously 
as possible. This shall equally apply 
in the case of the admission of any new 
member. 

(8) A Fellow'of The Theosophical 
Society in good standing who is 
desirous of leaving the National Society 
to which he or she belongs or ought 
to belong under Rule 30 and of joining 
another National Society, may be per¬ 
mitted by the President to do so 
provided such Fellow presents reason 
sufficient in the opinion of the Presi¬ 
dent to justify such action, and 
provided further that the application 
for transfer is submitted with the 
approval of the General Secretaries of 
both National Societies concerned. 

This rule shall apply equally in 
the case of the admission of a new 
member. 

(c) When a Lodge, for any 
serious and weighty reason, sufficient 
in the opinion of the President to justify 
such action, is desirous of leaving the 
National Society to which it belongs, 
but is not desirous of leaving The 
Theosophical Society, such Lodge may 
become directly attached to Head¬ 
quarters, Adyar, severing all connection 
with the National Society. Such appli¬ 
cation must be made through the 
General Secretary of the National 
Society concerned who shall be under 
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obligation duly to forward such appli¬ 
cation to the President as expeditiously 
as possible. 

Before any Lodge shall have the 
right to apply to directly attached 
to Headquarters, Adyar, it shall have 
mailed to each of its members individ¬ 
ually a notice that such application is 
about to be considered. Such notice 
must be mailed not less than two weeks 
before the meeting at which such con¬ 
sideration is to take place, and voting 
on the application shall be deferred 
until two months after that meeting. 
If at such first meeting, or any succeed¬ 
ing meeting pursuant thereto, it is 
decided to bring the application to a 
vote as herein provided, a full report of 
the reasons for such action shall at 
once be sent to the General Secretary 
of the National Society concerned. 

Any application for separation from 
the National Society to which a Lodge 
belongs shall be ineffective unless two- 
thirds of the members of the Lodge 
vote in favour thereof. 

(d) In the event of any undue 
delay in the transmission of any appli¬ 
cation under any of the foregoing pro¬ 
visions of this Rule, a correct copy of 
such application (duly signed or other¬ 
wise authenticated) may be transmit¬ 
ted directly to the President by the 
Fellow or Lodge concerned, and the 
President may act on such copy if in 
his absolute discretion it appears to 
him to be fit or proper that he should 
so act. Any action so taken by the 
President shall be as valid and effec¬ 
tual, for all purposes, as if it had been 
taken on the original application sub¬ 
mitted for transmission to the Presi¬ 
dent. The Fellow or Lodge, when for¬ 
warding such copy to the President 
directly, shall state the full grounds 
and reasons for the direct transmission. 

32. Lodges or Fellows-at-large, in 
countries where no National Society 
exists, must apply for their Charters or 
Diplomas directly to the Recording 


Secretary, and may not, without the 
sanction of the President, belong to 
National Societies within the territorial 
limits of w’hich they are not situated 
or resident. 

33. Any seven Fellows may apply 
to be chartered as a Lodge. In a 
country where no National Society 
exists the application must be for¬ 
warded to the President of The Society 
through the Recording Secretary. 

34. The President shall have author¬ 
ity to grant or refuse applications for 
Charters, which, if issued, must bear 
his signature and that of the Recording 
Secretar)', and the Seal of The Society, 
and be recorded at the Headquarters 
of The Society. 

35. (a) A National Society may be 
formed by the President, upon the 
application of seven or more chartered 
Lodges. 

(6) The President shall have 
authority at his discretion to issue (and 
to cancel) certificates of Federation to 
any national group of Lodges not suffi¬ 
cient in number or otherwise unable to 
form or to maintain a National Society, 
as defined in these Rules, or where in 
his judgment territorial division or 
other causes have made such Federa¬ 
tion necessary or desirable. Any such 
Federation may elect an Organizing 
Secretary or other executive officer or 
officers for the purpose of further or¬ 
ganization and the transaction of Feder¬ 
ation business. 

A Federation shall not appoint a 
General Secretary (as the term is used 
in these Rules) nor be represented on 
the General Council. In all other res¬ 
pects the Rules applicable to National 
Societies and to Genetal Secretaries 
shall apply to Federations and to their 
chief executives. 

(c) The President shall have 
authority at his discretion to appoint 
and to withdraw appointments of Pre¬ 
sidential Agents to act under his in¬ 
structions for the purposes of conducting 
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the business and administration of 
The Society in any place and in any 
respect not inconsistent with these 
Rules. Each such appointment and 
the power delegated to each such Agent 
shall be evidenced by a Letter of Ap¬ 
pointment referring to this Rule. 

36. All Charters of National So¬ 
cieties or Lodges and all Diplomas 
of membership derive their authority 
from the President, acting as Executive 
officer of the General Council of The 
Society, and may be cancelled by the 
same authority. 

37. Each Lodge and National So¬ 
ciety shall have the power to make 
its own Rules which shall not be 
incompatible with the Rules of the 
National Society to which the Lodge 
belongs or with the Rules ofTheTheo* 
sophical Society. 

All Rules of Lodges and National 
Societies and amendments thereto shall 
be submitted for approval within thirty 
days of their adoption as follows: In 
the case of a Lodge belonging to a 
National Society, all such Rules and 
amendments shall be submitted to the 
General Secretary of that National So¬ 
ciety ; in the case of a National Society 
or of a Lodge not situated within the 
territory of a National Society or of a 
Lodge directly attached to Adyar 
under Rule 31 (c) all such Rules or 
amendments thereto shall be submitted 
directly to the President. 

All Rules and amendments shall be 
put into force if approval has not been 
refused within ninety days of acknow¬ 
ledgment of their receipt. 

If by a change made in a Rule of 
The Theosophical Society, any Rule of 
a National Society, which at its incep¬ 
tion was not incompatible with the 
Rules of The Theosophical Society, 
ceases to be compatible, such a Rule 
of the National Society shall cease to 
be valid and shall be amended so as 
to be in consonance with the Rules of 
The Theosophical Society. 


If by a change made in a Rule of 
a National Society, any Rule of a 
Lodge, which at its inception was not 
incompatible with the Rules of the 
National Society, ceases to be com¬ 
patible, such a Rule of the Lodge shall 
cease to be valid and shall be amended 
so as to be in consonance with the 
Rules of the National Society. 

38. Every National Society must 
appoint a General Secretary, who shall 
be the channel of official communi¬ 
cation between the General Council 
and the National Society. 

39. The General Secretary of each 
National Society shall forward to the 
President, annually, not later than the 
hrst day of November, a report of 
the year’s work of his Society, and at 
any time furnish any further informa¬ 
tion the President or General Council 
may desire. 

40. National Societies hitherto 
known as Sections, which have been 
incorporated under the name of *' The 
. . . Section of The T.S.” before the year 
1908, may retain that name in their 
respective countries, in order not to 
interfere with the incorporation already 
existing, but shall be included under 
the name of National Societies, for 
all purposes in these Rules and Regu¬ 
lations. 

Finance 

41. (a) The fees payable to the 
General Treasury by Lodges not com¬ 
prised within the limits of any National 
Society are as follows: for Charter, 
£\; for each Diploma of Membership, 
5s.: for the Annual Subscription of 
each Fellow, 5s.; but in the case of 
Lodges comprised within the jurisdic¬ 
tion of a National Society, the Annual 
Subscription of each Fellow shall be 
the amount prescribed for Annual Sub¬ 
scription by the by-laws or other regu¬ 
lations of the National Society within 
which the Lodge exists; or equivalents. 

(6) New members joining other¬ 
wise than at the beginning of the year 
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shall at the time of admission pay their 
annual subscription pto rata for the 
remaining period of the fiscal year at 
the rate of per quarter. 

42. FeIlows‘at-iarge, resident within 
the territory of a National Society under 
the Provision of Rule 31 (a), shall pay 
to the General Treasury as Entrance 
Fee and as Annual Subscription the 
amounts prescribed by the by-laws or 
other regulation of such National So¬ 
ciety, but not less than 5/- and £\ 
respectively. 

Fellows-at-large, not resident within 
the territory of a National Society shall 
pay to the General Treasury an En* 
trance Fee of 5/- and an Annual Sub¬ 
scription of £l. 

43. (a) Each National Society shall 
pay into the General Treasurj' ten per 
cent of the total amount received for 
its own National dues, and shall remit 
the same to the Treasurer at Adyar 
on or before the first day of September 
of the current year, and the financial 
year of The Society shall close on 30th 
September. 

(6) Notwithstanding the provi¬ 
sions of Rule 41 (a) and Rule 42, the 
President at his discretion may author¬ 
ize Presidential Agents to collect dues 
in territories to which they have been 
appointed and to remit in accordance 
with Rule 43 (a). 

44. In the event of the cancellation 
of any Charter under Rule 36, or the 
dissolution of any National Society or 
of a Lodge, the constituent Charter of 
the National Society or of the Lodge, 
granted by the President, shall, ipso 
facto, become forfeited or lapsed, and 
all property, real or personal, including 
Charters, Diplomas, Seal. Records and 
other papers belonging to or in the 
custody of such National Society or 
Lodge shall vest as follows: 

(a) in The Society, in the 
case of a National Society or of a 
Lodge not within the territory of a 
National Society or of a Lodge coming 
under Rule 31 (c), (except w here the 

13 


law of the country where the National 
Society or Lodge is situated prohibits 
such vesting, in which case the property 
shall vest as hereinafter provided)— 
and delivery shall be made to the 
President, or to his nominee on his 
behalf. 

(6) in the National Society in 
which the Lodge is situated, in the 
case of a Lodge within the territory 
of a National Society, said Lodge 
not coming under Rule 31 (c), and 
delivery shall be made to the General 
Secretary of the said National Society. 

No National Society or Lodge whose 
Charter shall have become forfeited or 
lapsed shall continue to use the name, 
motto, or seal of The Society except for 
the purpose of vesting in The Society or 
in the National Society as the case may 
be the real and personal property of 
such National Society or L^ge. 

Provided, nevertheless, that the Presi¬ 
dent shall have power to revive the 
Charter of the National Society or the 
Lodge, as the case may be, whose 
Charter shall have become so forfeited 
or lapsed, and to transfer the said 
Charter to other Lodges being not less 
than seven in number, or to other 
Fellows being not less than seven in 
number, as the case may be, or to such 
other nominees of his as in his judgment 
shall seem best for the interests of 
The Society. 

In cases under {a) above, where such 
vesting in The Society is prohibited 
by the law of the country in which 
is situated the National Society or 
the Lodge, whose Charter has be¬ 
come forfeited or lapsed as aforesaid, 
the property shall vest in a local 
Trustee or Trustees appointed by the 
President. 

To effect any transfer of property, to 
which The Society may become entitled 
under this Rule, it shall be lawful 
for the President to appoint an agent 
or nominee for the purpose of executing 
any necessary document or documents, 
or for taking any steps necessary 
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effectuaDy to transfer the said property 
to The Society. 

^15. The financial accounts of The 
Society shall be audited annually by 
qualified Auditors who shall be appoint* 
ed by the General Council at each 
Annual Meeting for the ensuing year. 

Meetings 

46. The Annual General Meeting 
or Convention of The Society shall 
be held in India in the month of 
December, at such place as shall be 
determined by the Executive Committee 
in June of each year. Lodges desirous 
of inviting the Convention and able to 
make due arrangements for its accom* 
modation, shall send the invitation in 
March of the current year, with particu* 
lars of the arrangements they propose 
to make. 

47. At least once in every seven 
years a World Congress of The Theo* 
sophical Society may be held out of 
India, at a place and date to be fixed 


by the General Council, but so as not 
to interfere with the Annual Conven* 
tion in India. 

48. The President shall have the 
power to convene special meetings of 
The Society at his discretion. 

Revision 

49. The General Council, of their 
ow’n motion or on the motion of the 
Executive Committee and after at least 
three months’ notice has been given to 
each member of said Council, may, by 
a three-fourths vote of those members 
who vote in person, in writing, or by 
proxy, make, alter or repeal the Rules 
and Regulations of The S^iety, in such 
manner as it may deem expedient. 

50. The Genera] Council may frame 
by-laws not inconsistent with these 
Rules and Regulations and may add to, 
alter, or repeal such by-laws, consist¬ 
ently with the said Rules and Regula¬ 
tions, as it may deem expedient. 



DIRECTORY FOR 1954 


Bx'OffUio Members of General Council 

ProMldentt Mr. N. Sri RaM. 
dtce-ProsIdanti MR. SIDNEY A. CoOK. 
Recording Sccrctmry t MlSS EUMA HUNT. 
Treasurer t Mr. H. B. F. MoORHEAD. 


General Secretaries and Presidential Agents and Organising Secretaries 



1886 

United Stales 

... 

1888 

Engtand 

... 

1891 

India 

... 

1895 

Australia 

... 

1895 

Sweden 


1896 

New Zealand 

... 

1897 

Netherlands 

... 

1899 

France 

... 

1902 

Italy 

.M 

1902 

Germany 

... 

1905 

Cuba 

... 

1907 

Hungary 

... 

1907 

Finland 

... 

1908 

Rus^ 

M. 

1909 

Cxechoslovakia* 

see 

1909 

Southern Africa 

•- 

1910 

Scotland 

... 

1910 

Switxerland 


1911 

Belgium 

... 

1912 

Indonesia 

... 

1912 

Burma 

••a 

1912 

Austria 

•ee 

1913 

Norway 

... 

1918 

Egypt 

... 

1918 

Denmark 

... 

1919 

Ireland 

... 

1919 

Mexico 

... 

1919 

Canada 

... 

1920 

Argentina 

«ee 

1920 

Chile 

eee 

1920 

Brasil 

... 

1920 

Bulgaria 

eee 

1921 

Iceland 

... 

1921 

Spain 

... 


S«cr«Ury 

Mr. James S. Perkios 
C. R. Groves, Esq. 

Sri Rohit Mebu 

Ur. J. L. Dsvidge 

Herr Elis WikstrOm 

Ur. W. E. B. DuDoiogham... 

Ur. B. Wottters 
Moosieor Francis Braosl ... 
Dr. Giuseppe Gasco 

Direktor Uartio Boykea 
SeBor Joan Alfoos. Saocbei. 

Uiu Signe Rosvali 


S. Stakesby>Lewls, Esq. 

Edward Gall, Esq. 

Mme. Rachel Tripet 
Mile. Serge Brisy 

Ur. Soemardjo 

U Po Lat 

Herr F. Schleifer 

Herr Ernst Nielsen 

Herr J. H. MdMer 
Mrs. Evelyn O. Homtdge ... 
Sefior Adolfo de la I^8a Gil.. 
Lt. Col. E.L.Thomson, D.S.O. 
SeBor Joe< M. Olivares 
Seflor Lais Tapia Alarcon ... 
Tenente Armando Sales ... 

Gretar FeUs ... 


Address 

P.O. Box 2^. WhMton, Illinois 
50 Gloneester Place. London, W, 1 
Theosopbical Society, Banaras 1 
29 Btigh Street, Sydney, N.S.W. 
fJstermalmsgatan 12, Stockholm 
10 Belvedere St., Epsom, Auckland. 
S.E. 3 

Amsteldijk 70. Amsterdam Z. 

4 Square Rapp, Paris VII 
H.Piaxsa Gberbiana. Mondovl-Breo. 
Prov. Cuneo 

Rotbochenstieg 40, (24a) Hamburg 39 
P. O. Box 365, Habana 

Vironkatu 7 C. Helsinki 


*'Uonsalvat."Aintree Road,Highlands, 
Salisbury. Southern Rhodesia 
26 Great King Street. Edinburgh 
26 Roe de Vermont, Geneva 
37 Rue Jean-Baptiste Mennier. 
Bruxelles 

Blavatskypark 5, Merdeka-Barat 17, 
Djakarta. Java 

No. 102, 49th Street, Rangoon 
Paracelsusgasse 4, T. 6. Vienna 111/40 
Oscarsgt. 11.1. Oslo 

Strandvejen 130a. Aarhus 
31 Pembroke Road, Dublin 
Iturbtde 28, Mexico. D. F. 

52 Isabella Street. Toronto 5. One. 
Sanniento 2478, Buenos Aires 
Casitla 604. Valparaiso 
Rua Sao Bento 38.1* andar. Sao Paulo 

Ingolfsstr. 22. Reykjavik 


• Presidential Agency. Presidential Agents are not members of the General Council. 



100 


THE REPORT OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY 



General Secretary 

1921 

Portugal 

eve 

Mr. Felix Bermudas 

1922 

Wales 

... 

Misa B. Claudia Owen 

1923 

Poland 

• •• 

• •• 

1923 

Uruguay 

... 

SeSor Enrique Molina ... 

1923 

Puerto Rico 

... 

SeSora Esperanxa C. Hopgood 

1923 

Rumania 

... 

•aa 

1923 

Yugoslav! ja 

... 

aae 

1926 

Ceylon * 

... 

N. K. Choksy, Esq.. Q. C. ... 

1928 

Greece 

... 

Monsieur Kostis Melissaro* 

1929 

Central America 


poulos 

SeBor Miguel Monge Echandi 

1929 

Paraguay 


(Acting) 

1929 

Peru 

... 

SeSor Jorge Torres Ugarrixa... 

1933 

Philippines 

... 

Dr. Benito F. Reyes 

1937 

Colombia 

ee* 

SeBorita Corina Martiuex 

1947 

British E. Africa 

see 

Sanders ... 

Mr. Vallabbdas H. Kapadia... 

1948 

Pakistan * 


Mrs. Cool Minwalla 

1948 

Malaya and 
Singapore * 


Mr. V. Rajagopal 

1949 

Northern Ireland f 

Dr. Hugh Shearman ... 

1930 

Sute of Israel * 

•ee 

Dr, L S. Cohen 

1931 

Japan* 

see 

• •• 

1932 

Viet-Nam 

see 

Mr. Pham-Ngoc-Da 

1933 

Venesuela 

•ee 

SeBor Pablo Bonilla T. 


Address 

Roa Puaos MaaueJ, No. 20<ave. 
Lisboo 

10 Park Race. Cardiff 

Palado Diac. 18 de Julio 13)3, Mon¬ 
tevideo 

Box 8774, Feroaodex Juncos.Saoturce 


Rofthanara, 54 Turret Road. Colombo 
3 Etbnikit Trapexis Square. Filothei, 
Athena 

P. O. Box 797, San Joa4. Coata Rica 

Apartado No. 2718, Lima 
P. Florentino comer Iba Streeti, 
Quexon City 

Apautado Poatal 539, Bogoti 
P. O. Box 354, Zanxibar 
Noonan Road. Karachi 3 

P. O. Box 752, Singapore 
18 Brookhill Ave., Belfast 
P. O. Box 2858, Tel Aviv 

Directeur de I'EcoIe dee Fillea, 
Chaudoc 

Apartado 2907, Caracas 


Additional Mambara of tha Qanaral Council 


Mr. R. M. Alpaiwalla, 179, Lamington Cross Road, Bombav 7 (for 1953, 

1954 and 1955). 

Mr. J. £. VAN Dissel, Dirk Boutslaan 18, Eindhoven, Holland (for 1954, 

1955 and 1956). 

Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti, The Theosophical Society, Adyar, Madras 20 
(for 1953, 1954 and 1955). 

Mr. H. S. L. Polak, 49 Earls Ave., The Leas, Folkestone, England (for 1953, 
1954 and 1955). 

N. K. Choksy, Esq., Q. C., Roshanara, 54 Turret Road, Colombo, Ceylon (for 

1953, 1954 and 1955). 

Dr. Hugh Shearman, 36 Cliftonville Road, Belfast, United Kingdom (for 

1954. 1955 and 1956). 

Srimati Rukmini Devi Arundale, The Theosophical Society, Adyar, 
Madras 20 (for 1952, 1953 and 1954). 

Miss Ann Kerr, Assistant Recording Secretary, The Theosophical Society, 
Adyar, Madras 20 (for 1954, 1955 and 1956). 

♦ PretidenUal Agency 1 Presidential Agenu and Organising Secretaries are not members of the 
I Federation J General Council. 



MINUTES 


Of Meeting of the General Council of the Theosophical Society^ 
held in the H.P.B. Room at Headquarters, Adyar, on 
Friday, 25th December, 1953, at 2 p>m. 

First Session 
Present: 

Mr. N. Sri Ram ... President (m the chair). 

Miss Emma Hunt ... Recording Secretary, Proxy for the 

General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Neu> Zealand and for Mr. 
N. K. Choksy, Additional Member. 

Mr. H. B. F. Moorhead ... Treasurer. 

Mr. C. R. Groves ... General Secretary, the Theosophical 

Society in England, Proxy for the 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Finland and for Mr. H. S. L. 
Polak, Additional Member. 

Mr. Rohit Mehta General Secretary, the Theosophical 

Society in India. 

Mr. J. E. van Dissel ... Additional Member, and Proxy for the 

General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Austria. 

Srimati Rukmini Devi Additional Member, and Proxy for the 

General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Switzerland. 

Mr. R. M. Alpaiwalla ... Additional Member. 

Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti ... Additional Member. 

1. Confirmation of Minutes .— The Minutes of the meetings held on 

25th and 31st December, 1952, having been circulated to the members of the 

General Council, were taken as read and were adopted and signed. 

2. Resolution of regret at the passing of Mr. C. Jinardjaddsa .— The 

President, Mr. N. Sri Ram, referring to the passing of Mr. C. Jinarijadftsa 
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at Olcott, the Headquarters of the Theosophical Society in America, on 
June 18, 1953, moved the following Resolution and it was adopted by 
the Council: 

The Genera! Council of the Theosophical Society expresses its 
deep regret at the passing of its late President, Brother C. Jinar&jad&sa, 
on June 18, 1953, and places on record its sense of the invaluable 
services rendered by him to the cause of Theosophy and the Theosophical 
Society over a period of more than hfty years, and the affection and 
gratitude of the members of all Sections in all parts of the world. 

3. Matters arising out of the Minutes ; 

{a) Next World Congress. —The President reported that an invi¬ 
tation had been received from Mr. Kew’alram Dayaram Sliahani of Karachi 
to hold a World Congress in 1954 in that city. The opinion of the members 
of the Council was that in the present world conditions it was not practicable 
to hold a Congress in 1954. It was decided that the matter be postponed. 

(b) Suggestion by Dr. Giuseppe Gasco, General Secretary of the 
Theosophical Society in Italy, that the Theosophical Society should take the 
initiative to found a " Universal Academy of Science and Religions ” or to 
induce UNESCO to summon a “ Universal Ecumenical Council” of all religions, 
in order to prepare each one to give its share in the spiritual making of a 
new conscience for mankind, as expression of the One God worshipped under 
different names.—Further consideration was given to this proposal which had 
first come before the Council at its meeting on December 25, 1952, and had 
been referred back to Dr. Gasco. His letter of March 1953 sent in reply 
was presented. 

It was decided, after some discussion, that such a Conference or Council 
as Dr. Gasco proposed was beyond the capacity of the Society at present. It 
was felt that if leading Theosophists in l^urope, supported by meml^rs in other 
countries, could interest the UNESCO in the project, there was more likelihood 
of success. Members of the Society might be urged to take a practical interest 
in such organizations as the Non-Governmental Bodies recognized by the 
United Nations. 

(c) Position of the Theosophical Society in Chile. —The President 
explained briefly the situation in the Chilean Section which had been reported 
to the Council at its meeting on December 25, 1952. The present difficulties 
were caused by the existence of two groups, arising out of proceedings to 
elect a new General Secretary. One of them is centred in Santiago and 
holds some of the property of the Section, and the other is centred in Valparaiso. 
There were two claimants for the office of General Secretary, each supported 
by his own group. 

The President said that we had recognized Seftor Luis Tapia Alarcon 
of Valparaiso as the regularly elected General Secretary; his election had 
been recognized and reported to us by his predecessor in office, Seftora Teresa 
de Risso. The President thought that no further action was necessary at the 
present time from Adyar except to urge the Santiago group to respect our 
decision and help to restore the unity of the Section. 
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(d) Revision of Rule 31 of the Rules and Regulations of the Theosophical 
SocK/^.-~The amendments and additions to Rule 31, having obtained the 
required majority of votes, were declared adopted as follows (additions shown 
in italics): 

31 ia ): 

When an individual Fellow in good standing, for any serious and 
weighty reason, sufficient in the opinion of the President to justify 
such action, is desirous of leaving the National Society to which he 
belongs, but is not desirous of leaving The Theosophical Society, 
such individual Fellow may become directly attached to Headquarters, 
Adyar, severing all connection with the National Society. Such applica* 
tion must be made through the General Secretary of the National Society 
concerned teho shall be under obligation duly to forward such application 
to the President as expeditiously as possible. This shall equally apply 
in the case of the admission of any new member." 

31 (c): 

" When a Lodge, for any serious and weighty reason, sufficient in the 
opinion of the President to justify such action, is desirous of leaving the 
National Society to which it belongs, but is not desirous of leaving The 
Theosophical Society such Lodge may become directly attached to 
Headquarters. Adyar, severing all connection with the National Society. 
Such application must be made through the General Secretary of the 
National Society concerned who shall be under obligation duly to forward 
such application to the President as expeditiously as possible." 

New Rule 31 (*0 ■ 

" In the event of any undue delay in the transmission of any appli« 
cation under any of the foregoing provisions of this Rule, a correct copy 
of such application (duly signed or otherwise authenticated) may be 
transmitted directly to the President by the Fellow or Lodge concerned, 
and the President may act on such copy if in his absolute discretion it 
appears to him to be fit or proper that he should so act. Any action so 
taken by the President shall be as valid and effectual, for all purposes, 
as if it had been taken on the original application submitted for trans¬ 
mission to the President. The Fellow or Lodge, when forwarding such 
copy to the President directly, shall state the full grounds and reasons 
for the direct transmission." 

In favour ... 39 

Against ... 1 

4. To approve omission of the word ** British " wherever the words 
" British India " occur in the Rules and Regulations of the Theosophical 
Society. —The General Council approved the omission of the word " British," 
the result of the voting being as follows: 

In favour ... 40 

Against ... Nil. 

(Note —It being more convenient to deal with certain matters at the 
next session of the Council, the President changed the order of the Agenda.) 
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5. Election of three Additional Members of the General Council for 
the years 1954, 1955 and 1956. —The undermentioned members were declared 
duly elected as Additional Members of the General Council for a period of 
three years (1954, 1955 and 1956). The results of voting were as follows : 



No. of Votes 


In favour 

Against 

Mr. J. E. van Dissel 

38 

1 

Dr. Hugh Shearman 

39 

— 

Miss Ann Kerr 

39 

1 


6. The Estate of the late Mrs. Kate Ellen Tibbits. —It was reported to 
the Council that the late Mrs. Kate Ellen Tibbits had bequeathed all her real 
and personal Estate as follows: 

(а) One half to the Theosophical Society at Adyar as a memorial 
fund to her late husband and herself. She requests but without creating 
any legal or binding trust or obligation that the Society use this legacy 
for the benefit and upkeep of their Library. 

(б) The other half to the Theosophical Society absolutely as a memo¬ 
rial fund in memory of her late husband and herself. She requests but 
without creating any legal or binding trust or obligation that the Society 
use this legacy for the benefit and upkeep of the Indian Section Library 
at its Headquarters at Banaras. 

The General Council approved the following Resolution, the result of 
voting being shown hereunder: 

" Whereas the late Mrs. Kate Ellen Tibbits has bequeathed all her 
real and personal Estate, one half to the Theosophical Society at Adyar 
for the benefit and upkeep of the Adyar Library and the other half also 
to the Theosophical Society for the benefit and upkeep of the Indian 
Section Library’ at its Headquarters at Banaras: 

'* Be it resolved that the General Council empowers the Executive 
Committee to deal with the legacy in such manner as the Executive 
Committee deems fit, to implement the terms of the bequest and the 
wishes of the Donor.*' 

In favour ... 40 

Against ... Nil. 

7. Resolution to lease certain areas and buildings in Damodar Gardens 
to the Be.sant Centenary Trust. —The President reported that he had sent a 
letter to all the members of the General Council dated April IS, 1953, pro¬ 
posing that a fifteen year lease of certain areas and buildings in Damodar 
Gardens (defined with a map) be given to the Besanl Centenary Trust, and 
asked for the opinions of the members on his proposal. Out of the SI members 
to whom the communication was sent, forty-four (including Brother C. jina- 
rajadUsa) had expressed themselves as being in agreement with the proposal. 
Five were not in favour of it as it stood. As it was necessary in terms of 
Rule 21 (c) of the Rules and Regulations of the Theosophical Society to pass 
a definite resolution embodying the proposal, the following resolution was sub¬ 
mitted to all members of the Council: 

“Resolved to approve of the President’s proposal to give the areas 
and buildings in Damodar Gardens now occupied by the Besant 
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Centenary Trust, and any other areas in Damodar Gardens that may be 
specified by the President, on lease for fifteen years to that Trust, the 
terms of the lease to be decided by the Executive Committee.’* 

The above Resolution was carried, the result of voting being as follows : 

In favour ... 41 

Against ... 1 

Abstention ... 1 

8. To consider the situation of the Theosophical Society in France 
including applications for direct affiliation to Adyar .—The President announced 
that Monsieur Francis Brunei, General Secretary of the Theosophical Society 
in France, would arrive at Adyar in time to attend the second session of the 
General Council. Action on this matter was therefore postponed. 

9. of the Theosophical Society in Ireland .—Owing to political 
conditions in Ireland it had become necessary some years ago to separate the Lodges 
in Northern Ireland from the Section and Dr. Hugh Shearman was appointed 
Presidential Agent for that area. Recently, under Rule 35 (b), these Lodges 
formed themselves into a Federation, with Pr. Shearman as its elected Organiz¬ 
ing Secretary. The Irish Section in Eire has now only four Lodges. As 
the number of Lodges required to form a National Society was seven according 
to the Society’s Rules and Regulations, the question arose whether the 
Charter granted to the Section should be withdrawn. Mrs. Evelyn Hornidge, 
the General Secretary, had written to the President saying that it would be 
a blow to the work in Eire to have the Section Charter withdrawn and a 
Federation organized instead. 

The matter was fully discussed and the members of the Council were 
unanimously in favour of the President allowing the Section status to continue 
for the present, in the hope that with changing conditions there might be an 
increase in the number of Lodges and members in Eire. A letter would be sent 
to the General Secretary from the President to this effect. 


MINUTES 

Of Meeting of the General Council of the Theosophical Society, 
held in the H.P.B. Room at Headquarters, Adyar, on 
Thursday, 31st December, 1953, at 2 p.m. 

Second Session 

Present: 

... President (in the chair). 

... Recording Secretary, Proxy for the General 
Secretary of the Theosophical Society 
in Netp Zealand and Mr. S. K. Choksy, 
Additional Member. 


Mr. N. Sri Ram 
Miss Emma Hunt 


14 
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Mr. H. B. F. Moorhead ... Treasurer. 


Mr. Rohit Mehta 

Mr. Francis Brunei 
Mr. C. R. Groves 


Mr. J. E. van Dissel 

Srimati Rukmini Devi 

Mr. R. M. Alpaiwalla 
Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti 


... General Secretary, the Theosophical So‘ 
ciety in India and Proxy for the 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Burma. 

... General Secretary, the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety in France. 

... General Secretary, the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety in England, Proxy for the Gener¬ 
al Secretary of the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety in Finland and for Mr. H. S. L. 
Polak, Additional Member. 

... Additional Member and Proxy for the 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Austria. 

... Additional Member and Proxy for the 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Svitterland. 

... Additional Member. 

... Additional Member. 


(The President welcomed Mr. Francis Brunei, General Secretary of the 
Theosophical Society in France, who bad arrived after the first meeting of 
the General Council.) 


10. Appointment of the Executive Committee for 1954 .—The follow* 
ing members were appointed : 


President 
Vice-President 
Recording Secretary 
Treasurer 
Miss Ann Kerr 
Srimati Rukmini Devi 
Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti 
Mr. S. G. Venkataramanan 
Mr. K. S. Rajagopalan 


EX'O^cio 


11. The Treasurer's Report for 1952-53 .audited financial state¬ 
ments of the Society for the official year ended 30th September. 1953, presented 
by the Hon. Treasurer with his report and recommended by the Executive 
Committee for adoption, were given consideration and approved. 

12. The Budget for 1953-54 .—The Budget estimates for the year 
ending 30th September, 1954. passed by the Executive Committee at 
their meeting held on December 30, 1953, were adopted as detailed: 
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THE T.S. HEADQUARTERS, ADYAR, BUDGET FOR 1953-54 



Bu4g*t 

AetMls 

Budgtt 


Budget 

AetumU 

Budget 

EXrBMK 

for 1 

for 

for 

iNCOMB 

for 

1932-’33 

for 

1932''33 

for 

1933-’34 


1951--33 

1932'33 

1933-'54 



Rs. 1 

Rs. 

Rs. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

EeuMiebmem—SaUriee >ad 




Reat 


33,904 


Wafce tad free food 

31.000 

33.222 

32.000 

Fees tad Dues 

23.000 

33.780 


Reptin tad Reeewtle 




CooserNtney Charges ... 



1.300 

(Exce« to Wtr-deferred 




Garden Income ... 

37.000 

31,832 


Mtiateotace Reeeoe) ... 

30.000 

30.000 

30.000 

Ctsutnaa 

Tnrrrr 

6.797 


Ctrdea Expeaeee . 

41.000 

39.372 

42.330 


7.130 

7,130 

7.130 

MucaUtaeooi ••• 

7.000 

6.930 

7.000 



32.422 


Lifbt tad Water 

3.000 

4.323 

3.000 





Wttcb tad Ward 

Psetacea, Telafrtma tad 

14.430 

3.300 

12.720 

13.230 

Special Departments: 




TeleptMoe . 

4,624 

4.000 

Eagmecriag Depart' 




Pnatiflif tad Stttiooery 

4.300 

4.092 

4.300 

ateat ... 

93.323 

1,14.899 

94.730 

PoMicttioaa to CMertJ 




Vasaata Press 

1,20.000 

1,39,943 


Secrettriea 

BOO 

692 

600 

Laundry 


3,836 


Stnitttton Expenaca 

4.800 

4,069 

4.800 

Doaatioas to cover 




Taxaa Accooat . 

latereat m Faada tad 

13.300 

13.734 

14,000 

deficit 

39.320 

74.339 

39.970 

Accounts 

10.000 

6.171 

8.000 





Conveotioa 

3.300 


3.000 





Cootributioiis; 








Adytr Library ... 

3.000 

3.000 

s.ooo 





Diapeonry ... .»• 

Preaideot'a Travelliag 

3.300 

3.249 

3,500 





Fnad 



6,600 





Moseam and Archives ... 

300 

226 

300 





The School of the Wisdom.. 

e.300| 

6.300 

5,000 





Doattioos to various Poads 








tad Accounts . 


17,000 






Bboitatatlt>*4edcii 

Lead batter Chambers— 

630 

161 

630 





deficit .. 

1.23C 

3.771 

2,500 





Depreciation 

17.300 

17,471 

17.300 





Special Departments: 








Eagiaeerieg Department... 

93,323 

1.14.128 

94,730 





Vtatata Press 

1.20.001 

1.38.973 

1.23.000 





Laundry . 

6.701 

6.209 

6,900 





Surplus M. 


28,054 

I 






4.23,971 

3,04.320 

4.33.800 


4.23.975 

1 

3,04,326 

4.33.800 


For The Tbeosop bical Society 
H. B. F. MOORHEAD, 
Hcny, Treaiurfr, 
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13. The Appointment of Auditors for 1953-54. —It was resolved 
that Messrs. V. Soundararajan & Co., Registered Accountants, be re¬ 
appointed Auditors for the year 1953-54 on a remuneration of Rs. 1,300/- 
per annum, the terms and conditions remaining the same as in previous 
years. 

14. Issuing of nexc diplomas to re-joining members. —Miss F. J. Fraser, 
National Registrar of the Theosophical Society in Southern Africa, had written 
on its behalf, asking for information regarding the issuing of diplomas to 
re-joining members after their membership had lapsed. 

It was pointed out that there was no uniform practice in the Section.^. 
Some issue new diplomas to all re-joining members, whether lapsed or resigned. 
In other Sections, such as U.S.A., India and France, a distinction is made 
between lapsed and resigned members. It is felt in these Sections that a 
resigned member on re-joining must fill in a new application form and receive 
a new diploma. Lapsed members are treated differently—they become active 
again by paying the dues of the year in which they are re-instated, and they 
do not re-apply nor do they receive a new diploma. 

There was general agreement among the Council members that the 
above practice of the U.S.A., Indian and French Sections, should be recom¬ 
mended to the Theosophical Society in Southern Africa. 

15. The Three Objects of the Society. —Mr. J. L. Davidge, General 
Secretary for the Theosophical Society in Australia, had written drawing atten¬ 
tion to the phrase " approval of its three Objects is the sole condition of mem¬ 
bership,'* in the Resolution of the General Council of the Theosophical Society 
on Freedom of Thought passed on 22nd December, 1924, and appearing on the 
inside cover of every issue of The Theosophist. He expressed the opinion that 
in the present official form for membership ** approval " of the Three Objects 
was to be preferred to “ being in sympathy therewith”. 

The President had asked the views of Mr. N. K. Choksy, the Society's 
Legal Advisor, a member of the General Council, and Presidential Agent for 
Ceylon. In reply Mr. Choksy said that he preferred the words ” in sympathy 
therewith ” as having less rigid associations. The Council agreed with this 
view and decided that the phrase ” being in sympathy therewith *’ might 
remain unchanged in the membership form. 

16. Questions raised by Lt. Col. B. L. Thomson, General Secretary for 
the Theosophical Society in Canada regarding the autonomy of Sections and 
Lodges : the poxcer of a General Secretary, or any Lodge, to refuse an applicant 
for membership in the Society; or any Lodge to refuse a demit from one 
Lodge to another. 

The President read out his reply to Colonel Thomson containing the 
following relevant extracts: 

Rule 28 of the Rules and Regulations of the International Society 
says that every person of ten full years, etc., shall be eligible for mem¬ 
bership. The word 'eligible' has a permissive significance and implies 
the existence of a certain discretion or choice on the part of the 
admitting authority. 
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“ Rule 30 speaks of Fellows, whether unattached or attached to 
a Lodge, which seems to indicate that an individual who is admitted 
as a member of the Society need not necessarily be attached to a 
Lodge. Both the Lodge and a National Society have a certain right 
to take into consideration the question whether or not an applicant 
should be taken in as a member. There is also the possibility of 
direct attachment to the International Headquarters of the Society. 
This states the legal and technical position. 

" We next come to the question of hoxc this discretion which exists 
should be exercised in the light of the nature of our Society and its 
objectives. From the early days, the Society has been described in 
official Charters and Diplomas as * The Theosophical Society and Uni* 
versal Brotherhood.' . . . That being so, it does not seem right that we 
should reject any applicant for his race, caste, sex, colour or creed, 
whether the creed is religious, political, or any other. 

" It seems to me to be in the very nature of our Constitution that 
we should hold the door wide open, but at the same time we cannot 
force a group of members, a Lodge, to admit an applicant when they 
do not want to do so for some strong reasons. 

“There is the question : If a Lodge or Section has the right to expel 
a member in certain circumstances, does it not have a right to refuse to 
admit an individual when he applies ? I personally feel that there should 
be absolute freedom in our S^iety for individual members, the natural 
groups which are the Lodges, and the National Societies. « . . There 
is no rule, and there can be no rule, describing how this freedom is to 
be used, even in the matter of admitting a person to the Society. But 
it is, as I have said, obvious that whatever course of action we decide 
upon should be in full consonance with the ideal and spirit of 
Brotherhood. 

“ As regards a demit, that is merely a formal procedure of transfer, 
and 1 do not see why a demit should ever be refused. 

“ I do not think a Lodge should be chartered for the carrying out of 
any aims which would tend to narrow* down our outlook, which should 
be as wide as Truth itself. But if a Lodge, because of its particular 
composition at any particular time, decides upon a certain line of study 
or discussion, it should be free to follow that line. . . I see a certain 

danger in a Lodge becoming, for example, exclusively astrological, or 
anything else in particular, l^ause I feel that the Society should at 
every point stand for the widest possible approach and endeavor, along 
every fruitful line of activity which may afford an outlet for the inner 
spiritual impulse." 

No action was thought necessary by the General Council, and it ap* 
proved the President's statement. 

17. International Correspondence League. —Mr, J. E. van Dissel spoke 
of the difficulties which Miss Amy Makkink, head of the International Corres* 
pondence League, was facing in getting members to participate as correspondents. 
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It was felt by the General Council that this was work coming under 
the Theosophical Order of Service and could be taken up for consideration at 
meetings of that organization. 

18. To consider proposals for the amendment of Rule 10 of the Rules 
and Regulations of the Theosophical Society. 

Members of the General Council had received with their Agenda papers 
proposals for alterations to Rule 10 which sets out the procedure for election of 
President of the Theosophical Society. 

It was decided to appoint a Committee to give a preliminary considera¬ 
tion to the proposals which had been sent in, and any others that might 
come in, and present a report to the General Council at its meeting in 
December 1954. 

The following Committee was appointed : 

Mr. N. Sri Ram, President. 

Miss Emma Hunt, Recording Secretary. 

Miss Ann Kerr, Assistant Recording Secretary. 

Mr. Rohit Mehta, General Secretary, T.S. in India. 

Mr. N. K. Choksy, Additional Member and Legal Advisor to the Society. 

Mr. C. R. Groves, General Secretary, T.S. in England. 

These were chosen with the view to their meeting together during the 
year, with the exception of Mr. Groves. 

French Situation .—It was decided to have a further session of the 
Council on January 1, 1954 at 2 p.m. to discuss the French situation. 


MINUTES 


Of Meeting of the General Council of the Theosophical Society 
held in the Board Room at Headquarters^ Adyar, on 
Friday, 1st January, 1954, at 2 p.m. 

Third Session 


Mr. N. Sri Ram 
Miss Emma Hunt 


Mr. H. B. F. Moorhead 
Mr. C. R. Groves 


Present: 

... President (In the chair). 

... Recording Secretary, Proxy for the Gener¬ 
al Secretary of the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety in New Zealand and Mr. N. K. 
Choksy, Additional Member. 

... Treasurer. 

... General Secretary, the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety in England, Proxy for the Gener¬ 
al Secretary of the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety in Finland and for Mr. H. S. L. 
Polak, Additional Member. 
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Mr. Rohit Mehta 


Mr. Francis Brunei 
Mr. J. E. van Dissel 

Srimati Rukmini Devi 

Dr. G. Srinivasa Murti 
Miss Ann Kerr 


General Secretary, the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety in India and Proxy for the 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Burma. 

General Secretary, the Theosophical So¬ 
ciety in France. 

Additional Member and Proxy for the 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Austria. 

Additional Member and Proxy for the 
General Secretary of the Theosophical 
Society in Switzerland. 

Additional Member. 

Additional Member. 


19. To consider the situation in the Theosophical Society in France 
including applications for direct affiliation to Adyar .—The President stated 
that applications had been received from certain members and Lodges 
of the French Section, mostly in the south of France, for direct afRlia* 
tion to Adyar. He would ask Monsieur Francis Brunei, the General Secre¬ 
tary of the Section, to explain briefly the situation which had led to these 
applications. But the Council should remember that each Section had its 
autonomy. If wc discussed the situation, which was an internal matter, it was 
with a view to deciding our course of action in relation to it. The question for 
him as President to decide was: Should he grant this affiliation to the applying 
Lodges and members or should he not ? According to the Regulations of the 
International Society, if there is a “ sufficient and weighty ” reason for such 
affiliation, then the President may grant it; but he has to take into considera¬ 
tion the probable effect of granting affiliation in this particular case. There has 
been a situation of bitter and acrimonious controversy lasting for over four 
years, with the Section split into two groups, one of them no doubt small at 
present but including some of the most active, earnest and devoted members. 
There have been moves and counter-moves. Would the granting of the desired 
affiliation^which would seem natural and right from one point of view—have 
the effect of preventing the re-establishment of unity, making the split permanent, 
and even lead to intensified activity of a sort which we should all deplore. 
The affiliation, if granted, need not be permanent, and we can make it clear 
that we do not contemplate the creation of a Federation which would tend to 
stereotype the existing disunity. 

Mr. Brunei (after conveying the good wishes of his Section) narrated 
briefly the history of the controversy and said that the cause of the whole 
controversy, which turned initially on the disposal of the funds that the late 
Mme. North-Siegfried had vested by her will in the hands of Prof. Marcault 
fer the benefit of the Theosophical Society in France, had been removed by a 
Court decision. The French Section which, under the French law, was not 
entitled to receive such benefactions, had declared to the Court that it made no 
claim on the funds, and placed in legal custody the monies that it had received, 
being income from a Foundation that Prof. Marcault had created for its benefit. 
In any case it was an internal matter for the Section to deal with, and the 
present authorities of the Section had dealt with it with proper legal advice. 
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and rectified the irrgularity that had been committed in receiving some monies 
from the Foundation. There was thus no real cause now for disagreement. He 
himself had been chosen as General Secretary because he had not been involved 
in the controversy. Now the disagreement is purely a matter of personalities, 
which should not be encouraged in a Society which stands for Brotherhood. 
In any organization framed on democratic lines, the minority must be willing 
to accept the choice of the majority. The Society in France was settling down 
gradually and increasing its membership among a class of leadership such as 
professors, doctors, lawyers, etc. It would be a great mistake on the part of the 
International Society and a tragedy for France, to consider direct affiliation of 
those who had applied for it. This would revive a campaign that is dying 
down, and establish rival groups in which the play of personalities would be 
just the opposite of what the Society in France needs at present. The quarrel 
would start again. 

There was a general discussion in the course of which the President 
brought up the question of Mme. Suzanne Bock, who had been expelled from 
the French Section, and said that under the constitution the President of 
the Theosophical Society is the sole authority for granting and withdrawing 
charters and diplomas. Expulsion from a Section did not mean expulsion from 
the Society. 

Mr. Francis Brunei said that there were special circumstances which led 
to the expulsion of Mme. Bock and two other members. The two latter had 
worked for the dissolution of the Society by denouncing it to the Government 
authorities. The Council of the French Section was of the opinion that Mme. 
Bock had acted against the interests of the Section. 

The President pointed out that that might be the opinion of the major* 
ity, and a good reason, from their point of view, for not having her in the 
Section Council. But he could not accept the view that she was not fit to be a 
member of the Society. Assuming she had acted unw isely and done wrong 
things, which of us could say that he himself had never been unwise nor acted 
wrongly ? Our Brotherhood should include all. 

The President proposed to ask the French Section Council if it would 
agree to the appointment of a Presidential delegate who would be charged 
with the duty of approaching the Lodges and members which had seceded, 
as well as those which remain in the Section with the sole aim of bringing 
about harmony in the Section. This Presidential delegate would also be able 
thus to gain the necessary information for further guidance. He, the President, 
will, if the French Council agrees, select a person who w’ould be acceptable to 
the Section, and has not been involved in any w'ay in the controversy. As 
regards Mme. Suzanne Bock, he was in favor of granting her application to be 
affiliated to Adyar, as she had been expelled from the Section and had not 
voluntarily resigned from it. 

The President’s proposal was approved by all the members present, including 
Mr. Brunei. 


Emma Hunt, 
Recording Secretary 



SUMMARY OF STATISTICS, 1953 


National Sections (Active) ... 40 

Presidential Agencies (Active) 4 

Federations formed under 
Rule 35(6) ... 1 


Total Lodges (1953) 


1.349 

Total Membership: 




1952 


... 32,306 


1953 


... 32,450 


Increase 


144 


No. of 

No. of 


Lodge* Members 

1 . 

United States of 




America 

149 

4,075 

2. 

England 

117 

3,200 

3. 

India 

394 

6,505 

4. 

Australia 

16 

1,210 

5. 

Sweden 

20 

422 

6. 

New Zealand ••• 

17 

921 

7. 

Netherlands 

37 

1,641 

8. 

France 

64 

1,562 

9. 

luly 

34 

1,009 

10. 

Germany .«• 

20 

623 

11. 

Cuba 

33 

621 

12. 

Hungary 

— 

— 

13. 

Finland 

23 

708 

14. 

Czechoslo¬ 




vakia 

— 

— 

15. 

Southern Africa.. 

17 

638 

16. 

Scotland ••• 

20 

288 

17. 

Switzerland 

12 

258 

18. 

Belgium 

11 

321 

19. 

Indonesia ••• 

16 

599 

20. 

Burma 

7 

79 

21. 

Austria ••• 

13 

317 

22. 

Norway 

7 

163 

23. 

Egypt 

— 

— 

24. 

Denmark 

12 

316 

25. 

Ireland 

4 

43 


* Pr«*ideoti*i Afeocy. 
f Ftdentioat. 


No. of No. of 
Lodges Members 


26. 

Mexico 

25 

484 

27. 

Canada 

11 

379 

28. 

Argentina ... 

65 1,525 

29. 

Chile 

10 

139 

30. 

Brazil 

37 

896 

31. 

Bulgaria 

— 

— 

32. 

Icebmd 

8 

287 

33. 

Spain 

— 

— 

34. 

Portugal 

13 

234 

35. 

Wales 

7 

178 

36. 

Poland 

— 

— 

37. 

Uruguay 

7 

78 

38. 

Puerto Rico 

7 

99 

39. 

Rumania 

— 

— 

40. 

Yugoslavija 

— 

— 

41. 

Ceylon* 

2 

64 

42. 

Greece 

7 

199 

43. 

Central America. 

10 

148 

44. 

Paraguay 

— 

— 

45. 

Peru 

9 

120 

46. 

Philippines 

13 

159 

47. 

Colombia 

11 

135 

48. 

British East Africa 

10 

259 

49. 

Pakistan* 

6 

312 

50. 

Malaya & Singapore 

• 4 

107 (1952) 

51. 

Northern Ireland! 

3 

70 

52. 

Viet'Nam 

7 

268 

53. 

State of Israel* 

1 

19 

54. 

Japan 

— 

2 

55. 

Venezuela 

7 

49 

56. 

Canadian Federation 8 

224 

57. 

Libertad Lodge 
(Argentina) 

1 

21 

58. 

Fellows-atlarge 

— 

5 

59. 

Lodges and members! 15 

189 


attached to Adyar 

J 3 

282 


Total 

1,349 

32,450 


(Miss) Emma Hunt, 
Recording Secretary. 



K •. r 


I T IQt.* t/UAl » 




.< J^T- • 

^ ' 


«' 

r 

' r* w. 





< 

■ T 

- 

i 

•I 


, -' 

* - ^ - . * 
r '• ' /• 


♦4 


' 


'■^1 

s 



tM 

Vif 





,. ' , f 

1 •* 

, w 

tit 

i. 

.; i 



V . • '» 

■ 1 


.‘J. 

‘. V 


^el: 

. 

. .u . ;»j.V t f 

.•l> 

t*. 

» 

•••■ .Hf • 

• k 


r 

• . ■ ‘ ' * . 4 



• 


* 

1 V 


' . 1 ' . • • 

1 

kt. 

. 

1 1 1 ■ 

. 

r 


-lif 

» 


1* 




ti r* 


L ^ 

'V. • A 




tr i';iSBc:';:'’ %;-' 


■ 

•'.>/ w* 

'W r ' : 

w4^i ., 

n* 

ur<f ’ 

i;i' 


^ V 


f49 i( , 

••t 4> . 

•'if* Vi 

■ ■; .. 

iu n .. 

T 


Mj-,J J, 


u ■#, .. 


.'r .f 4Mi:.| 

t*'* 




